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PREFACE.

’
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THE neeessnty of a work explanatory of the principles and
sonstitutions of aneient Masonry, has long been obvious to the
brethren of the western country. Impressed with this opinion,
and desirous of remedying the deficieney, the Grand Lodge of
Kentueky appointed a committee to prepare and arrange a trea-
tise upon that subjeet; in pursuance of whieh appointment, the
following sheets have been eompiled and arranged for their in-
spection : in doing which, the compilers have endeavoured to
eombine utility with precision, instruetion with amusement, and
advantage with convenience; still having special regard fo the
ancient land marks. How far they have speeeeded is left to
the eandour and good sense of the honest reader to determine :

“from their brethren, they ask for that indulgence for imperfec-

tions whieh the want of extensive opportunities of research, and
their attention to busy avoeations, may demand ; to those authors
from whom they have largely extraeted, they are bound to ae-
knowledge the amount of their obligatipns ; from the older and
more scientific Masons, they expeet that candour and forbearanee
which are charaeteristic of the fraternity. Happy however in
the sanetion and the approbation of the Grand Lodge of Kentue-
Ky, if any brother shall be instrueted or improved, if the eraft in
general shall be benefited, and the seienee of Masonry be exhi-

Dbited in a more correct point of view, then will the reward in-
~ deed be ample,

Of the Society’s sincere friends,
THE COMPILERS.



. INTROPUOGTION.
dndengity Y Mmtdidly.

THE Almighty Anlntoet and Grand Master of the Universe
haviog ereated all things very good, and aceording te Geometryy
"last of all formed man after his own image, engraviog on his
henrt the said uoble sciences which Adam soon discovered by
surveying his earthly piradise, and the fabrication ef the arbout,
or sylvan lodgmetit that God had prepared for him, a well pro-
portioned and eonvenient.place of shelter from heat, and of re-
tirement, rest and repast dftor his wholesome Inbour in cultivat.
ing his garden of delights, and the firat temple or place of wor~
ship, agresably to his original perfect and iunocent state.

It is very immatérial whether we should antiquate out mys-
tery or make it eoeval with mankind, by insisting that the first
man, Adam, bad some knowledge of geometry ; yet itis a very pro-
bable assertion that Adem’s time must have been emiployed in
those preservative imventions that were coineilent with his ex.
istence, and that he eentrived fOl" his dear associate, the fair and
delicate Eve, some eovering, with eurtains of safety around her
mossy sofa, from the inelemencies of the weather, as well as
from the dauger of being deyoared by the wild beasts, with which
they were surrounded ; frem hencoe we may derive those innate
affections, the peculiar regard and special attachment that Ma-
‘sons, independent of nature. and improved politeness, have ever

reserved for the fair sex.

The traditional account upon this mh,ect is, that Adam after
having been driven from paradise on aceount of his disobedience
te the commands of his Creator, -tagether with his sons, held
frequent conventions or Lodges for the purpose of devising and
inventing sueh improvements in Architecture and Geometry as

would be conducive to their future happiness and convenience
in the world.

The information of Moses, the Grand Master of Jsrael, may
‘ecertainly he relied on, who informs us that Jabel, the son of
Lamach, was the father of such as dwelt in temts, and of such

as have eattle ; his brother’s name was Jubal, he was the father
ofall annh -~ h&ndlo the harp and organ,
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That Tubal-Cain, so ealled by the Hebrews, and eighth man
from Adam, had 3§ ifepro¥ed HInkElfin geometny that he beeame
the first inventer as well as instrueter of ewrious smith-work.
The most learned expositions-agre,.that the Egyptians and Gre-
eians called him by the name of Hephaistos, and held him to
ke the; first; inveater .of . Melallio. operations by fire—the Ko-
mays sseribed - to him the same art, by the name of Vulean. -
o The sons apd grand:sops of Aldanmi; were. sucecssors of edeh
aiher ip the direetisn.of the Grand werks of Architéetureand Ge-
empetry, till gedix Enach, who was a prophet, foretold the destruc-

ton of the easth: for sin, first by water, and dfterwards dy fire s .

wherefore Epogh erected two large pillars, the one ‘of stone, ‘the
ather of brick, whereon he engraved the abridgment of the arts
and scienges, particuarly Geomstry and Masonry. “Josephus
eonfirms this accouat pf the pillars having been eretted and the
discoveries partiealarly infastrenony having been engraved there-
on, and also that. ‘the store plllar was standmg in his time,
Lib. 1. chap. 2.

At last when thie world’s destruction drew nigh, God eommnnd-
ed Noah to build the great Ark or floating Castle,-and his three
sons assisted as deputy and two wardens 5 that edifice though of
wood only, was fabrieated by Geometry, a- eurious and large

pxece of Architecture, and finished when Noah entered into his’
six hundredth year—eon hoard of which he and his three sons -

and their four wives passed, and having reeeived their cargo of
animals by God’s: direction, they were saved in the Ark. Thus

from these four grand officers the whole race of manlmul are de- -

scended.
After the flood, Neah and his thre¢ sens having presérved the
knowledge of the arts and seienees, eommunicated theni to their

growing offspring, who were all of one langaage or speech; and it "
came to pass as they journeyed from the east towardsthe west,’

they-found a plain in the land of Sbimn and dwelt there as
Noacides or sgps of Noah.

One hundred and one years after the flood, the deseendants of
Noah becoming numerous, he partitioned the earth amongst them
and ordered them to disperse dnd take possession; but fearing

the ill consequences of their separation they were unwilling to

disperse, but resolved if they must do’ so to transmit tlieir memo-

ral illustrious to all future .generations: they accordingly em»
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ployed themselves under grand master Nimrod, in the large and
fertile vale of Shinai, along the banks of the Tigris, in building
a greatand stately tour and eity, the largest work the world ever
saw; but they knew not when to desist till their Maker, provok-
ed by theif vanity, interrapted their grand design by confounding
their speech ; henee the city was ealled Babel or confusion.

Fro Shinai the sciences and arts were carried to the distant

parts of tbe earth, notwithstanding the confusion of the dialeets,
“thatindeed gave rise to the Mason’s faculty and universal prae-
. diee of conversing without speaking, and knowing each other by
sigos and tokens, which they settled on their dispersion or mi-
gration, in ease any of them should meet in distant parts who
before had been in Shinai. * L
" It would be tedious and uninteresting to trace the regular pro-
gression of Masonry and the arts from these dates of antiquity
down to modern times; we shall eontent ourselves with mention-
ing a few of the most remarkable particulars, the earliest and
most remarkable display of industry and the arts after the eon-
fusion of Babel, was exhibited by the Egyptians, who were soom
renowned for their taste and skill in the seiences ; the celebrated
‘cities of Memphis, Heliopolis and Thebes, with its hundred gates,
besides their palaces and sepulehres, their obelisks and statues,
their famous pyramids, the greatest of which is reckoned tKe first
of the seven wonders of the world, stand as monaments of the
industry and perseveranee of this people.

The Egyptians excelled all nations also in their amazing laba-
rynths, one of them is said to cover the ground of a whole pro-
vinee,. containing many fine palaces and one hundred temples,
disposed in its several quarters and divisions, adorned with eol-

- umns of the best porphyre, and the statues of their gods and
prinees. Abram who was born io the 2008th year of the world,
having sojourned in the land of Canaan till he was seventy-five
years of age, was driven by famine down into Egypt, where he
received iustruction in all the arts of Geowetry and Architee-
ture, which he carefully communicated on his return to the free
born of the Canaanites and particularly to his descendants;
Isaac and Jacob did the like also to their families, while Joseph
in process of time beeame the grand master of the Egyptian Ma-
sons. About eighty years before the Exodus of Moses, the Tsrael-
ites hecameo enslaved by the Kgyptians, who caused them to la
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bour exceedingly in stone and brick wasdary, and made thew
build up many strong and stately. cities, At length the measure
.of their sufferings being eompleted, Moses marched out of Egypt
at the head of six hundred thousaad Hebrew males, marshalled
in due form; for whose sake God divided the Red Sea to let
them pass thrapgh, and drowned Pharoah and the Egyptim that .
pursued them. A. M. 2518.

While marching through Arabia to Cauaan, God was pleased
to inspire their grand master Moses, Joshua his depyty, and
Ahobab and Basaleel, grand wardens, with wisdom of heart, and
the next year they raised the eurious tabernacle where the divine
Shecinia resided, and the holy Ark, the symbol of God’s pre-
senee, which was framed by Geometry, a most beautiful pieee of
symmetrieal architecture, according to the pattern which God
discovered to Moses on Mount Sinai, and which was afterwards
the model of Solomon’s Temple.

But the temple of the most high at Jerusalem, far exceeded in
maguificenee and splendour, all the other structures in the world
beside ; it was built by that wisest man and most glorious kipg of
Israel, Solomon the son of David, the prince of peace and Archi.
tecture, the grand master Mason of his day, who performed all
by divine direction, and without the noise of tools; all the stones,
timbers and foundings, being brought ready, cut, framed and
polisted to Jerusalem.

It was founded in the fourth year of Solomon on the second
-day of the second mouth of that year, after the Exodus 480 years,
Anno mundi 2093. hefore Christ 10¢1. ‘

T'he following number of operators are said to have been em-
ployed in earrying ou the work:

1st. Rulers, provosts or overseers of the

people in working, who were expert 8,600
master Masons,
2, Of the stoue cutters and seulptors,
]nyers, builders, who were expert fel. 80,000
low crafis,
3. The levy of assistance under the no-
ble Adouerain, who was the grand jun. 30,000
warden.
Iu all, Free Masons, ) 413,600
Besides bondmen, labourers and bearers } ¥0,080
of bardens,

In all. 4183.600
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Solomon was much obliged and assisted by Hiram, king f
'Tyre, who seut him many of his best artists and builders, togeth-’
er with the firs and cedars of Lebanon. Bat above all he sent™
his name-sake, Hiram Abbiff, the most accomplished designer and
operater on earth, who in Solomon’s absence filled the chair as
deputy grand master, and was the prineipal surveyor and muter
of the wotk.

Solomon partitioned the fellow-crafts into eertain Lodges with
a master and wardens in each, that they might receive commands
in a regular manner, might take care of their tools and jewels,

“might be regularly . paid every week, and be duly fed and cloth-
ed, &ec. and the fellow-crafts took care of their successnon,
by educating entered apprentices. -

Thus a solid foundation was lard of per*eet harmony amongst
the brotherhood ;' the Lodge was strongly cemented with love and
friendship ; every brother was duly taught seerecy and pridence, _
morality and good feHowship ; each knew his peculiar busiess,
and the grand design was vigorously pursued at a prodigious ex-
pense. -No structure was ever like this for exact proporuon and
beautiful dimensions, from the most magnificent portico in the east, -
to the SANCTUM SANCTORUM in the west, with numerous
apartmients, pleasant and convenient lodgings and chambers for the
kings and prinees, the Sanhedrim, the priest, and Levites of Is-
rael; and the outer court for the Gentiles, it being an house of
prayer for all nations, and eapable of recéiving in all its courts -
and apartments together, about three hundred thousand people—
it was adorned with one thousand four hundred and fifty-three col- -
ums of parien marble, twisted or seulptured or fluted, with twice
as many pilasters; both having exquisite capitals or chapters of
several different noble orders, and about two thousand two hun-
dred and forty-six windows, and it was lined with mass gold set
with innumerable diamonds and other precious #ttnes, in the most
harmenious, beautiful and eostly decorations.

It was finished in the short space of seven years and six months,
to'the amazement of all the world, when the cape stone was cel-

. ebrated- with great joy by the fraternity. But their joy was soon
_ interrupted by the sudden death of their dear master Hiram Ab-
biff, whom they decéntly interred in the Lodge near the temple &
‘greeable to ancxent usage.

B
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Atter Hiram Abbiff was mourned for, the tabernasle of Moses
apd its holy reliques being ledged in the templé; Solomon in a
general assembly dedicated and consecrated it by solema prayer
and, coutly sacrifices past number, with the purest musie, vesal
and instrumental, praising Johovah upon fixing the holy Ark in
ity proper place, between the eherubims, when Jebovnh filled his
own temple with a eloud of glory.

This. glorious edifice attracted soon the inquisitive eonmois-
seurs of all nations, to travel and spend some time at Jerusalem,
to suryey. its peculjar excellencies, as mueh as waa allowed to
the, Gentiles, aud, they soon diseovered that all the world with
thm joint skill, eame far short of the Israelites in the wisdom,
ltrength and beauty of Architeetare, when the wise king Sole-
men, was M master of all Masens at Jerasalem, and the
learned king: Hiram was grand master st Tyre, and inspited- Hiv
ram Abbiff-had heen master of work; when true and eomplete
ﬁmmey wag under the immediate eare and direetion of Heaven;

the nable.and wise thought it their lionor to be the associ-

' m.ot the ingenious eraftsmen, in their well formed Lodges;
and 59 the. temple. of. Jehovah, the one trae God, hecame the just
wonder, of. gl travellers, by which as by the most perfeet pat-
tern, they, resolved to. correct the architecture of their own cowu-

tries upon their return.

Frow, this. time Magonry. in systematie form could be trased as
propagated apd encouraged by all the sueoeeding kings and prin-

. ees in their time thrqughout the eivilized world : but the vari- -
ous revelutions of empires, the rising and falliog of'kingdoms in
saceeysion, weuld produce such changes in every art, seience and
iu,gitqtion, 88 eould not with propriety be here enamerated ; the
ingpisitjyg Mason can aseertain from history and various recerds,
that, the royal Art:was eneouraged. and propagated through the
whole.agy of promise and expectaney, by both the Jewish "and
Roman kings, till in process of time the world was made flesh,
or the Lord Jesus Christ, Immanuel, was bora, the Asrchiteet or
grand master of the Christian Chureh, in the eomputed year of
Masonry 4908;. during the reign of Pontius Pilate, the Roman.
governor of Judea, ouy Lord Jesus Christ was erucified and by
his order, without the walls of Jerusulem, and rose again from
the dead, on the third day, for the Jumﬁutmn of all that believ-
ed in him.
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Rude ages of barbarity, ignoranee and oppréssion ittervenied
at different periods of the world, during which it was diﬁgn’li té
propagate, and keep alive the various imaprovenments and diseo-
veries that had been adopted ; but iustitutions und advaneericat
, in science, thus founded on the eternal roek of truth, are not to

be easily demolished, As christianity and eivilizdtion progresss
ed, Masonry also rose in esteem. We find thdt it wid éarly in-
trodueed into Great Britain by the Romani 3 Cetsi, paiticiilars
1v. and the other Roman generals who suceeeded him, wére reck-
oaned patrons and protectors of the eraft. Thd siecessive wars
which ensned between the contending emperors and genérils, éon-
- siderably obstructed the progress of Masonry iti Brita™ "~ '™
time of the emperor Carausius, by whom ‘it was revive
ticularly eneoiraged. Having shaken off tlie Raman yo
trived the most effectual means of rendering his persc
ernment agreeable to the people, and assuming the ¢l
a Masen, he acquired the love and esteem of the most o e
ed part of his subjeets; he possessed real merit, éncoiriged
learning and learned men, improved the country if the eivil arts,
and in order to establish an empire in Britain, he collected into
his dominions the best workmen and drtificers from all petts.
Among the first elass of his favourites came thé Masons 5 for
their tenets he professed the highest veheration, a'ui_d( appointed
Alhamus the prineipal superintendant of their assemblies. Under
his patrenage Lodges and eonventions of the fraternity weie re
gularly formed, and the rights of Masonry regularly pracétised.
To enable Masons to hold a general cotnisel, to establish theif
own government, and correot errors among themselves, Ke grant-
ed to them a charter, and commanded Albamus to preside over
them as grand mastér. This worthy knight proved s Zealous
friend to the craft, and afterwards assisted at the initiation of
. many persons, into the mysteries of the order. Albdiiiis or St.
Alban was the first who suffered martyrdom for the' Christian
religion in Britain, and the old constitutious sffirnj, that e was
employed by the emperor Carausius to build a wall round’ the
¢ity of Vemlam, and ereet for him a splendid palace, and that
to reward his diligence in executing those works, the’ éin'pei:br
made him steward of his household, and ehief ruler of the felm.
However this may be, we are assured froni the corrghorating tes-
timony of ancient historians, that he was an able architeet and
real encourager of the craft. ' '
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) Masonry made but] slow progress in Great Britain from
the time of departore of the Romans, till the year A. D. 557,
when Austin, with forty menks, among whom the sciences had
been preserved, came to England. Austin was commissioned by
Pope Gregory to baptize Ethelbert, king of Kent, who appointed
him first archbishop of Canterbury. '

This mouk and his associates, propagated the prineiples of
christianity among the inhabitants of Britain, and by their in-
fluenee in little more thau sixty years, all the kings of the hep-
tarchy were converted. Masonry flonrished under, the patronage
of Austin ; he seems to have been a zealous encourager of Arehi-
tecture, and appeared at the head of the fraternity in founding
the old eathedral of Canterbary, in the year 600, and the eathe-
dral of Rochester, in 602, St. Paul’s, London, in 604, St. Peter’s,.
Westminster, in 605, and many others.

‘Some expert brethren arriving from France in 608, formed
themselves into a Lodge under the direction of Bennett Abbott,
of Wirral, who was soon after appointed by Kinred, king of
~ Mereia, inspector of the Lodges, and general superintendant of
the Masons.

“Masonry has generally kept pace with the progress of learn-
ing; the patrons and encouragers of the latter having been most
remarkable for eultivating and promoting the former.

No prince ever studied more to polish and improve the under-
standing of his subjects, than king Alfred, and no one ever proved
a better friend to Masonry. . Mr. Hume in his histery of Eng-
1and, relates the following particulars of this celebrated prinee: -

¢ Alfred usually divided his time into three equal portions: --
¢ one was employed in sleep and the refeetion of his body by diet’
¢ and exerecise, another in the dispateh of business, and a third
¢ in study and devotien. That he might more exactly measure
¢ the hours, he made use of burning tapers of equal length which
¢ he fixed in lanterns, an expedient suited to that rude age, when
“the art of describing sun dials, and the mechanism of elocks
¢ and watches were totally unknown. By this regular djstribu-
% tion of time, though he often labored under great bodily infirmi-
% ties, this martial hero, who fought in person fifty-six battles by
% sen and land, was able during a life of no extraordinary length,
% to acquire more knowledge, and even compose more books than
¢ most studious men, blest with greater leisure and appheatlon,
“have done in more fortunate ages.”




“On the déath of Alfred in 900, Edward succeeded to the
throne, during whose reign the Masons eontinued to hold their
Ledges under the sanetion of Ethred, his sister’s husband, and

. Etbward his brother, to whom the care of the fraternity was entrus-
ted. Ethward was a prinee of great learning, and an able Arehi~
_teet ; he founded the university of Cambridge. -

Edward died in 924, and was succeeded by Ethelstane his son,
who appointed his brother Edwin patron of the Masons. This
prince proeured a charter from Athelstane, empowering thém to
meet annually in communieation at York, where the first Grand
Lodge of England was formed in 926, at which Edwiu presided
as grand master. - Here many old writings were produced in
Greek, Latin and other languages, from which the constitutions
of the English Lodges are originally derived. Frem this eera we
date the establishment of Free-Masonry in England, There is
at present a Grand Lodge of Masous in the ecity of York, who
trace their existenee from this period, by virtue of Edwin’s char-
ter; it is said, all the Masons in the realm were convened at a
general assembly in that city, where they established a gemeral
or Grand Lodge for their future government. .

Under the patronage and jarisdiction of this Grand Lodge, it
is alledged the fraternity considerably inereased, and kings, prin-
ees, and other eminent persons who had heen initiated into-Muason-
ry, paid due allegianee to that grand assembly. The appellati-
on of ancient York Masons, is well known in all regular Lodges,
and the universal tradition is, that the brethren of that appella-
tion, originated from the memorable assemblage at York.

On the death of Edwin, Athelstane undertook in person the di-
rection of the Lodges, and the art of Masonry was propagated

. in peace and security under his sanction,

"~ The craft continued to receive the encouragement of the lungs,

the royal family and the ministry; some of whom were commonly

the grand master, and presided in the Lodges, till the year 1425,

. ot which time Henry VI. a minor, being on the throne, an act of

. parliament was passed probihiting and forbidding the assemblies
or dopgregations of Masons to be held, and declaring that any
person convicted of procuring or eamsing such meetings to be
holden, should be adjudged guilty of felony, and all persons at-
tending such assemblies should be punished by fine and imprison-
ment at the will of the king. But this act was never putin foree,
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mer the fraternity deterred from assembling as usual, under arch.
" hishop Churehley, who still continued to preside over them. Not.
withstanding this rigorous ediet, the effects of prejudice and me-
levalenee, in an arbitrary set of men, Lodges were formed in &if-
ferent parts of the kingdom, and tranquillity and felieity reigned
amongst the brethren.

In 4485, Henry the VII, came te the tbrone, who became the
patron of the craft, and under his auspices the fraternity flour-
ished, and Masonry progressed with an additional splendor. On
the 2oth day of June, 1503, a lodge of master Masons was form-
ed in the place, at which the king presided in person as master;
aod having appointed John Aslip, Abbot of Westminster, and
sir Regmald Bray, knight of the garter, his wardens for the oe-
easion, they proeeeded in ample proeession to the east end of
Westminster Abbey, where the king laid the foundation stene of
that rich master pieee of Gothie Architectare, knowna by the name
of Henry the seventh’s chapel. In the reign of queen Elizabeth,
sir Thomas Sackville accepted the office of gramd master, during
which period, Lodges were keld in different parts of the kinge
dom ; bat the general er Grand Lodge always assembled in York,
where the fraternity were numerons.and respeetable.’

The follewing circumstance is recorded of Elizabeth : hearing
that the Masons were in possession of seerets which they wouM
not reveal, and being jeslous of all secret assemblies, she sent
an armed force to York with intent to break up their amvue}

Grand Lodge.

* This design, however, was happily frustrated by the interpo-
sition of sir Thomas Sackville, who took care te initiate seme
of the ehief officers she had sent on this daty. They joined in
communieation with the Masons, and made so favorable a report
to the queen on their return, that she eountermanded hor orders,
and mever after altempted to disturb' the meetings of the fra«
ternity.

The year 1666, afforded a smgnlar and awful oceasion hr thp
utmost exertion of Masonir abilities,

The city of Londen, which had heen visited the preeeding
year by the plague, te whose ravages it is ecomputed above 100,000
of its inbabitants fell a sacrifice, had scarcely recovered from the
alarm of that dreadfal eontagion, when a general conflagration, re
duced the greatest part of the city within the walls, ts ashies. Fhe



Xxv

peraons whe were appointed surveyors oa this oeeasion to examine
the roins, reported that the fire overran 373 acres within the.
walls, and burnt 18,000 honses, 89 parish churches, hesides eha."
pels, leaving .only 41 ehurches standing. The Royal Exchange,

Custom Houase, Guildhall, Blackweil Hall, the two Compters,
fifty-two city companies’ halls, and three eity gates were alt de-

stroyed. The damage was computed at 1.10,000,000 sterling.

"The mest skilfal of the craft were called upon on this eccasion,

to devise plans for rebuilding the city in a mere elegant style, and

in'a way that it would not in future be so subject to be destroy-

ed by this ungovernable element. The kiog and grand master,

immediately. appointed Dr. Christopher Wren, who was deputy

grand master, te be the surveyor general aad priancipal architeet

for rebuilding the ¢ity: This gentleman eonceiving the eharge

teo important for a single person, selected Mr. Roliert Hook, pro-

femsor of geometry in Gresham college, to assist him, who were
immediately employed in measuring the ground, and adjusting the

streets, till they produced a plan which met the approbatlon of
the king; and agreeable te the manner in which the city has since
appeared. On the 23d of October, 1687, the king in person, level-
led in dup form the foundation stene of the New Royal Exehange,
now alewed to be the finest in Europe. Mauy other publie
and private edifices were eommenced with zeal, and finished with

amazing rapidity aad elegance. In 1671, deputy Wren began to
bnild that great fluted column called the monument, in memory of*
the burning and rehuilding of the eify of London. This stu-

pendous pillar was finished in 1677. It is built' of Portland
stone, of the Dorie order: its altitude from the ground is 202
feets the greatest diameter of the body of the column, is 15
feat; the ground plinth or bottom of the pedestal, 28 feet square,
and the pedestal 40 feet high. Over the capitol is an iron bal-
€ony, entompassing a cone 32 feet high, supporting a burniog
urn of gilt brass. It ia ornamented in a masterly manner with a

number of emblems and’ ststues, descriptive of the oh;eet mtended
to be eommemmorated.

Bat few thiugs- remarkable oceurred in the succeeding annals
of Masenry.. 'I'bus far we have thought proper to trace its ori-.
gin and progression, till we find the institution established on &
permanecnt basis, and reduced to proper system and order. A
further parmtive of its history would occupy more room than




~ : . '. ﬁi .
assid be: bestowed in this work : the enquiriog efaftsmen.can fiud
variofs authors that treat-more at large ou the historical:part of
the society ; to these he s referred.

. From a consideration of the attention and respeet with: whwh'

Magsenry has been treated in all ages; from the eneousragement
and patronage it has always received, from the wise, the virtu-
ous, and the great, we are constrained to believe that the influ-
ence and tendeney of the institution, have not been solely confined
to its operative part. -

Spmtual or q&eenlatlve Masonry, furnishes much matter for
our serious consideration and regard : we find that the arts, the
sciences, and all the branches of useful improvement, have been
cultivated and eneouraged by societies of this kind, and that pe-
culiar seerecy - has been enjoined, and special regard had to the
charaeter and moral deportment of all sweh as wished to be ad-
mitted fellows or companions in.those learned institutions ; the
Egyptians partieularly, had the most serupulous care in keeping
the secrets of Masonry from all strangers.

‘The great Pythagoras who took a journey .to Egypt, to study
the Egyptian learning, found such difficulties to be introdueed to
the priests at Memplhis, as he could get over by no.other means
than by his submitting to be circumcised. So cautious were these
sage, liberal students, likewise, that they wrapped up their mys-

teries in all disguises, allusions, enigmas; fables, and allegories, .

calculated from their mest intricate literatare, which. required
the greatest sggaecity, knowledge and study to understand. . ‘From
thenee arose originally the sigus, tokeus, obseure questions and
angwers among -Masons, which have been banded down to us by
oral tradition only. These were kept undiscovered and unex-
plained to the eraftsmen, apprentices, and laborers of those times,
till they became after long service and attendance, preficients,
and qualified for masters and undertakers of work, by diseover-
ing some extraordinary genius and excellence. A Mason, right-
Iy to understand the several copious mysteries of the craft, should
have his mind enriched with solid learning; as in this -consists
one of the first qualifieations for making him perfeet. A good
Mason then is an honest man ; one who duly pays his duty to his
great Creator; one who strives.by honest industry to exeel in that
~ trade, profession or seienee, he is called to; one who js just in
all his dealings and dependencies, cultivatiog his mind and be-
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daviour with social adepts, and brotherly\euigmty in all the da-
ties of life ; one who would willingly do-t6 all men as he would
have them to do to him. This we presume is the fundameun.
tal principle of Masonry. Let not an institution aiming at
so great and noble an ebject, be evilly spoken of: cherish
the divine principle in your hearts, and manifest it through
all your lives and in all your actions; it is the transeript
of the divine vature formed in the human soul. 'The prinsipal
intention of forming societies is undoubtedly the uniting men in
the stricter bonds of leve ; for men considered as social ereatures,
must derive their happiness from each other; every man being
designed by Providenee, to promote the good of others, as he
tenders his own advantage. OQur doctrine is this: that we re-
strain not our love to our next neighbors only, this being merely
& matter of eonvenience; nor to our acquaintance solely, this be-
ing the effect of inclination to gratify ourselves. We are not to
caress our friends only because gratitude and common justice re-
quire that at our hands, nor should our love be limited to them par<
ticularly who are of the same church or opinion with us, for by
‘the very same reason that we are induced te belicve ourselves
right, they may imagine themselves so too, and what we may
judge to be perfection among ourselves, they may condemn as
blemishes. Admit that in peints or modes of worship, we may
differ from each other, yet the Lo#ze reconciles even these; there
we all meet amicably and converse socially together; there we har-
monize in principles, though we vary in punetilios; there we
Join in cenversation and intermingle interests ; there we
" discover no estrangement of behaviour, no alienation of affection;
we serve one another most readily in all kind offices of friend-
ship. Freedom of opinion thus indalged, but its points never
discussed, is the happy influence under which the unity of this
traly honourable society, has been preserved from time immemo-
rial. Upon which account Masonry bas become the centre of
union, and the means of conciliating friendships among those,
that might otherwise have remained at a perpetual distance,
causing them to love as brethren and heirs of the same hope,
partaking of the same promises, children of the same God, and
candidates for the same heaven. Now in order to cherish and
promote this harmony, within doors and without, let us first lay
hold on the surest means of stopping the mouth of degraction, by

»



ade

Xxvin

endeavouring to lead a pure and unblemished life; let us econ
pider that not the reputation of one only, but that of the whole
society is affected by a brother’s mishehaviour. Invested as we
are with that distingnished badge, which at this day is the gle«
ry and boast of the greatest potentates upon earth, we should
gscorn to act beneath the dignity of our profession. Let us then
walk worthy of our vocation, and do honour to eur profession.



MASONIC CONSTITUTIONS, &e¢.

CHAPTER I

ORIGIN OF MASONRY, AND HISTORY THEREOY IN AMERICA.

IN England, until the year 1717, a sufficiént num-
ber of masons, met together, had ample power to make
masons, and discharge every duty of masonry, by inhe-’
rent privileges, vested in the fraternity at large, without
a warrant of constitution.—But at the meeting of the
Grand Lodge of England on St. John the Baptist’s day
in that year, the following regulation was adopted :

¢ The privilege of assembling as masons, which has’
hitherto been unlimited, shall be vested in certain lodges
of masons, convened in certain places ; and every lodge
hereafter convened, shall be legally anthorised to act by
a warrant from the Grand Master for the time being,
granted to certain individuals by petition, with the con.

"sent and approbation of the Grand Lodge in communica-
tion ; and without such warrant, no lodge shall hereafter
be deemed regular or constitutional.”

Freemason’s lodges in America are of recent date.
Upon application of a number of brethren residing in Bos-
ton, a warrant was granted by the right honorable and’
most worshipful Anthony, Lord Viscount Montague,*
grand master of masons in England, dated the 80th of-
April, 1788, appointing the right worshipful Hepry Priee
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grand master in North America, with full power and aa-
thortty to appoint his deputy, and other masonic officers
necessary for forming a grand lodge ; and also to consti-
tute loadges of free and accepted masons, as often as ecca-
sion should require.

In consequence of this commission, the gmnd masler
opened a grand lodge in Boston,* on the 30th of July,

1783, in due form, and appointed the right worshipful
Aundrew Belcher, deputy grand master, the worshipful
Thomas Kennelly and John Quann, grand wardens.

'Fhe grand lodge, being thus organizgd, under the de-

signation of St. John’s Grand Lodge, proceeded to gran

- warrants for constituting regular lodges in various parts
:of America ; and from this grand lodge originated the.
first lodges in Massachusetts, New-Hampshire, Rbode-
Island, Connecticut, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Mary-
Tand, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Barba-
‘does, Antigua, Newfoundland, Leuisburg, Nova-Scotia,
‘Quebec, Surrinam, and St. Christopher’s.

In 1775, hostilities commenced between Great Bntau}
and America. Boston became & garrison, and was aban-
doned by many of its foriner inhabitants. The regulan
meetings of the grand lodges were terminated, and the
brethren of St. John’s Grand Eodge held no assembly
until after the re.establishment of peace.

"Fhere was at that time also a grand lodge holden at
Boston, upon the ancient establishment, under the desig.
nation of ¢ The Massachusetts Grand. Lodge,”’ which
originated as follows :

In 1755, a number of brethren restdmg in Boston, who
were ancient masons, in consequence of a petition to the
grand lodge of Scotland, received a deputation, dated,
November 30th, 1752, from Sholto Charles Douglaq&

- Sometimes called “ The Grand Lodge of Modern Masans.”
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Lord Aberdour, then grand master, constilutiug them a
regular. lodge, under the title of St. dAndrew’s Lodge, No-
88, to be holden at Boston. '

This establishment was discouraged and opposed by

the St. John’s Grand Lodge, who thought their privileges
" infringed by the grand lodge of Scotland ; they there-
fore refused to have any intercourse with St. Apdrew’s
Lodge for several years.

The prasperous state of St. Andrew’s lodge soon led
ils members to make great exertions for the establish-
ment of an ancient grand lodge in America; which was
soon effected in Boston, by the assistance of travelling
lodges, belonging to the British army, who were stationed
there.

December 27, 1769, the festival of the Evangelist was
celebrated in due form. When the brethren were assem-
bled, a commission from the right honorable and most
worshipful George, Earl of Dalhouse, grand master of
masong in Scotland, dated the 30th of May, 1760; ap-
pointing Joseph Warren to be grand master of masons
in Boston, and within one hundred miles of the same,
was read, and he was, according to ancient usage, duly
installed into that office. The grand master then ap-
pointed-and installed the other grand officers, and the
grand lodge was at this time completely organized.

" Between this period and the year 1791, this grand
lodge granted warrants of constitution for lodges to be
holden in Massachusetts, New- Hampshire, Connecticat,
Vermont and New-York. '
" - Tn the year 1773, a commission was received from the
right honorable and most worshipful Patrick, Karl of
Nu mfries, Grand master of masons in Scotland, dated

Maxch 8, 1772, appointing the right worshipful Joseph
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Warren, Eoq. grand master of masons for the Continent
of America. -4

In 1775, the meetmgs of the grand lodge were suspen:
ded, by the town of Boston becominga garrison.

- At the battle of Bunker’s Hill, on the 17th of Jure,
this year, masonry and the grand lodge met with a hea-
vy loss, in the death of grand Master Warren, who was
slain contending for the liberties of his country.

Socn after the evacuation. of Boston by the British ar-
my, and previous to any regular communication, the bre-
thren, influenced by a pious regard to the memory of the
Inte grand master, were induced to search for his body,
which had been rudely and indiscriminately buriedin the
field of slaughter. They accordingly repaired to the
place, and, by direction of a person who was on the ground
at the time of his burial, a spot was found where the
earth had been recently turned up. Upon removing the
turf, and opening the grave, which was on the brow of a
hill, and adjacent to a small cluster of sprigs, the remains
were discovered, in a mangled condition, but were easily
ascertained ;* and, being decently raised, were conveyy.

ed to the state house in Boston ; from whence, by a'large.

~and respectable number of brethren, with the late grand
officers, attending in precession, they were carried: to the.
Stone Chapel, where an animated eulogium was deliver.

~ ed by brother Perez Morton. The body was then depo-

sited in the silent vault, ¢ without a sculptured stone to
mark the spot ; but, as the whole earth'is the sepulchre
of illustrious men, his fame, his glorious actions, are en-
graven on the tablet of universal remembrance ; and will
survive marble monuments, or local inscriptions.”

1777, March 8. The brethren; who had been dispers:

ed in consequence of the war, being now generally col- -

* By an artificial tooth.
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lected; they assemhled to take into censideration the
state of masonry. Being deprived of their chief by the
- melancholy death of their grand masier, as before men-
tioned, after due counsideration, they proceeded to the
formation of a grand lodge, and elected and installed the
most worshipful Joseph Webb, their grand master.

- 1783, January 8. A commiitee was appointed io
draught resolations explanatory of the power and aathori..
ty of this grand lodge. On the 24th of June following,
the committee reported as foillows, viz.

¢ The committee appointed to take into consideration
the conduct of those brethren who assume the powers and.
prerogatives of a grand lodge, on the ancient establish-
ment in this place, and examine the extent of their au-
thority and jurisdiction, together with the powers of any
other ancient masonic institution within the same, beg
leave to report the result of their examination, foundedon
the following facts, viz.
¢ That the commission from the grand lodge of Scot-
land, granted to our late grand master Joseph Warren,
- Esq. having died with him, and of course his deputy,
whose appointment was derived from his nomination, be-
ing no longer in existence, they saw themselves without
a head, and without a single grand officer; and of con.
sequence it was evident, that not only the grand lodge,
but all the particular lodges under its jurisdiction, must -
cease to assembie, the brethren be dispersed, the penny-
less go unassisted, the craft languish, and ancient mason-
ry be extinct in this part of the world.

¢ That in consequence of a summons from the former

%ﬂmd officers, to the masters and wardens of all the regu.-
ar constituted lodges, a grand communication was held,
to consult and advise on some means to preserve the in-
tercourse of the brethren.

% That the political head of this country having destroy-
ed all connexion and correspondence between the sub-
jects of these states and the country from which the grand
lodge originally derived its commissioned aunthority, and
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.the principles of the craft inculcating on its professors
submission to the commands of the civil authority of the
country they reside in; the brethren did assume an elec-
tive supremacy, and under it chose a grand master and
grand officers, and erected a grand lodge, with indepes-
dent powers and prerogatives, to be exercised bowever on
principles consistent with and subordinate to the regula-
tions pointed out in the constitutions of ancient mason-
Ty. ~ '
¢ That the reputation and utility of the eraft, under
their jurisdiction, has been most extensively diffused, by
the flourishing state of fourteen lodges constituted by
their authority, within a shorter period than that in which
three only received dispensations under the former grand
lodge. : :

%That in the history of our craft we find, that in Eng-

land there are two grand lodges independent of each oth- ,

er; in Scotland the same; and in Ireland their gand lodge
and grand master are independent either of
Scotland. It is clear that the authority of some of their
grand lodges originated in assumption ; or, otherwise,
they would acknowledge the head from whence they de-
rived. '

¢ Your committee are therefore of opinion, that the do-
ings of the present grand lodge were dictated by princi-
ples of the clearest necessity, faunded in the highest rea-
son; and warranted by precedents of the most approved
authority.” :

This report was accepted, and corresponding resolu-
tions entered irmto, by the grand lodge, and recorded.

1791, December 5. A committee .was appointed, a-

greeably to a vote of the 2d of March, 1787, ¢to confer

with the officers of St. John’s grand lodge upon the sub-
Ject of a complete masonic union throughout this common-

wealth.”

Qu the 5th March, 1792, the committee brought in their
report and presented a copy of the laws.and constitution
for associating apd uniting the two grand lodges, as »

ngland or-
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greed to by 8t. John’s grand lodge, which being read
and deliberately considered, was unanimously approved of.

June 19, 1792. The officers and members of the two
grand lodges met in conjunction, agreeably to previous
arrangements, and installed the mpst worshipful Joha
Cutler, grand master; and resolved, ¢ that this grand
lodge, organized as aforesaid, shall forever hereafter bé
known by the name of The Grand Lodge of the Moét
Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted
Masons for the Commonwealth of Massachusetis.”

In addition to the powers vested by charter in the two
grand lodges before mentioned, for instituting subordi-
nate lodges, the grand lodge of England appointed pro-
vincial grand masters, in several of the states, and inves-
ted them also with anthority to grant warrants for hold-
ing lodges.

The revolution which separated the American States
from the government of the mother country, also exonera-
ted the American lodges from their allegiance to foreigw
grand lodges ; because the principles of masonry incul-
cate obedience to the governments under which we live.
T'he lodges in the several states, therefore, after the ter-
* mination of the war, resoted to the proper and necessary
means of forming and establishing independent grand
lodges, for the government of the fraternity in their re.
spective jurisdictions.

The Grand Lodge of New-Hampshire was first form-
ed the 8th of July, A. L. 5789. A number of lodges in
this state had received warrants from Massachusetts,
which united, in the cstablishment of this grand lodge,
and came under its jurisdiction.—Its meetings are holden
at Portsmouth, in January, April, July and October. In
4805, our latest information, there were seventeen regu-
lar lodges under its JurlsdlctIx;m
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* The Grand Lodge of Massachuseits was established
on the 27th of December, 1769, under authority of the
grand Jodge of Scotland, but the grand masonic union
being formed on the 19th of June, 1792, the, grand lodge
has regularly proceeded, since that period, and has now
eighty-three regular 1odges under its jurisdiction.

. The Grand Lodge of Rhode.Island was organized on
the 25th of June, 1791, and has niue regular lodges under
its jurigdiction.

The Grand Lodge of Cornecticat was constituted on
the 8th of July, 1789, and has forty-six regular lodges
_under its jurisdiction.

The Grand Lodge of Vermont was constituted on the
14th of October, 1794, and has twenty regular lodges
under its jurisdiction. .

The Grand Lodge of New.York was first constituted
uunder authority of a warrant from the Duke of Atholl, in
1781 ;, but, in pursuance of the example of their sister
states, the said Provincial Grand Lodge was, at the city
of New-York on the 5th day of September, 1787, clos-
ed sing die, and the present Grand Lodge regularly’con-
stituled. It now has, under its jurisdiction, one hundred:
regular lodges.

The Grand Lodge of New.Jersey was constituted on .

. the 18th of December, 1786, and has, under its jurisdic-
tion, fifteen regular lodges. )

- The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania was first formed
by authority of a warrant from the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land, on the 20th of June, 1764, and on the 25th of Sep-
tember, 1786, was closed, at the city of Philadelphia,
sine die, and the present Grand Lodge was regularly
opened:—It has, under its jurisdiction, one hundred regu-
lar lodges, five of which are held in Delaware, there be-
.ing no regular grand lodge in that state: .
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 The Maryland Grand-Lodge was coustituted on the
17th of April, 1787, and has Qwenty six regular lodges
under its jurisdiction. -

. . The Grand Lodgé of Viiginia was constltuted on the
- 30th of October, 1778, nnd has ﬁfty s1x regular lodges
under its jurisdiction. " *

The Grand Lodge of North Carolina was first in ope-
ration in 1771, under authority of a charter’ from 'the
Grand Lodgé of Scotland Tts records were destroyei
by the British ariny dunng the revolutionary contest. -t
tecommenced its operations in 1787, and has ﬂnrty.'
three regular lodges under its jurisdiction. i
* The Grand Lodge of Suut‘n Carolina -was established
on the 24th of March, 1787, and has forty-fonr regular
lodges under its Jlll‘l‘;dlcl]nn

’[‘be Grand Lodge of Georgia was held under warraMs
from the Granfl Lodges of England and Scotland, which
were resigned on the 16th of December, 1786, when “thie
present Grand Lodge was established., 1t has twenty-
one regular lodges under its Jumdmtwn

The Grand Lodge of Upyer Canada. has tyvelye regu-
lar lodges ander its jarisdiction.. - ..- \

The Gragnd Lodge of Lower Canada lms ﬁfteg,n regu-
Pr lodges under its jurisdiction.

From the Grand Lod,ge of Nova. Scoha we, lnwe not
recelved retarns. _ , o
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CHAPTER 1L .

HISTORY OF MASONRY IN KENTUCKY.

THE frst regular lodges in Kantuoky, derjved iheir an.
therity from the Grand Lodge. of Virginia.

In the year 1800 there were, under that authonty, five
regular lydges But from their. remote sjtuation from
their parent Grand Lodge, they were induced to proceed
to the establishment of a Girand Lodge for the state of

Kentucky—-an& in pursuance of an invitation from the
‘ Lexmgton Lodge, No. 25, a convention of delegates from
all the regular lodges then existing in the state, was held
. atthe Masgon’s Hall in the fown of Lexington, on the 8th
day of September, A. D. 4800, where it was resolved, that
it was expedient and proper to establish a Grand Lodge
for the state ¢f Kentucky, and the following address was
a.dopted anfl ordered to be forwayded to the Grand Lodge
of. Vx;slnlaf

o szmcmn, KENTUCKY,

September 8th, A.'L. 5800, A. p. 1800. -
MOST WORSHIPFUL SIR AND 'BRDTHER,

" A MEETING of the deputies from five lodges, regu-
larly established in Kentucky, has been held at Lexing-
ton ; 'and adopted the resolutxons which you will ﬂnd en-
closed.

In adoptihg this measure, we have been actuated by a
wish to promote the welfare of the craft. It cannot be
new to, or unconsidered, by the Grand Lodge of Virginia,
that the lodges in this country under their jurisdiction,
labour under many inconveniences.

In the first place, we suppose the charity fund an im-
portant object in our institution. The benefit of this fund
cannot be extended to any brother or his family here.

It must also be observed, that the lodges in this statc
oannot conveniently be represented in the Grand Lodge
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of Vigginia, by their masters and wardens ; and that the
appointment of-otlier representadives, is suhject to great
diffieulties, from causes which are evidemt. - "T'he distanoe,
and unayoidable aceidents, have frequendy prevented the
lodges in Kentucky from beins roproagted in the gread
lodge.

Anbvther inconvenience, (net the least impertant with
regard to masonry)is, that we cannet expeot the presence
either of the gramd master, or visiters, who may be ap-
pointed to inspect our work, and see that it is regulnrly
conducted. .

Part of an independent commonwealth, we need net re:
fer to precedents to authorize this measure : these prece-
dents must be familiar to the Grand Lodge of Virginia.
* While, however, we deem this measure necessary, we
have yet determined, that the usual contributions to the
Grand I.odge of Virginia shall be paid up till the period
of our separation; and thus proving our disposition to
discharge, in every respect, our duty to our parent lodge,
we trust that it will credit the motives whxch lead us to
separate.

Notwithstanding the separation, we will never forget
that we are materials of the same temple, nor cease to at-
tach ourselves to our brethren of Virginia, however remote
we may be, from their part of the great superstructure-—
‘No disgust, no disrespect to the Grand Lodge of Virgi-
nia, has induced us tp adopt this. measure ; necessity and
. the welfare of the craft commands it.

'We shall, at every opportuanity, be happy to communis
cate through our grand lodge with your grand lodge ; and

assure you we are '
Your Friexns aAND BROTHERS.

(Signed by order of the convention.)

JOHN HAWKINS, Castrmar,
, ‘;‘HOMAS BODLEN, Grizx.
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Tn pursuance of a2 resolution entered imto by the said
convention, delegates from all the said regular lodges,
again metat the Mason’s Hall,in the tewn of Lexington,
on the 16th of Octeber, in the year 1800, and proceeded

regularly to establish a Grand Lodge for the state of Ken-
‘tucky.* ‘
i. The delegates thien severally surrendered tothe Grand
Lodge their respective charters, and recéived new ones in
lieu thereof, under the authority of theﬁmnd Lodge then
established for the state of Kentucky ;. by which they
chartered and constituted Lexington Lodge No. 1, Paris
Lodge Ne. 2,'Georgetown Lodge No. 38, Hiram Lodge
No. 4; and Solomon’s Lodge No. 5. A committee was
appointed. who reported the following address to the sev-
eral Grand Lodges in the United States, explanatory of.
the reasons for establishing a Grand Lodgc in the state of
Kentucky

* The representatxves of five lodges regularly constituted under the Graud
Lodge of Virginia, assembled at Mason’s Hall in the town of Lexington, on’
Thursday the 16th of October, . . 5800, for the purpose of opening a Grand
Lodge for the state of Kentucky.

The worshipful James Morrison, being the oldest past master present, was,
requested to take the chair, and appomted thefollowing brethren officers pro’
tem. vig :—

WILLIAM MURRAY, Senior Warden {| ISAAC E. GANO, Senior Deacen.
THOMAS HUGHES, Junior Warden. || JOHN BOBBS, Junior Deacon.
THOMAS BODLEY, Secretary. NATHANIEL BARKER, Tylr
JAMES BLISS, T'reasurer.

The lodg'e then proceeded to the election of grand officers, when, on exam- .
ining the ballots it appeared, that the worshipful brother William Murrray,
master of Hiram Lodge, No. 57, was unanimously elected Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Kentucky, and was immediately installed according to ancient
form. Thé most worshipful grand master elect, having waved his right of ap-
pointing a deputy-grand master, the Lodge proeeeded to the election of one ;
and the worshipful brother Alexander Macgregor, master of Lexington Lodge
No. 25, was duly elected to that office, and installed according to ancient form,

The lodge then proceeded to the election of grand warde¢ns, when the wor-
shipful Simon Adams, master of Abraham’s Lodge, was elected senior, and
Cary L. Clarke, past master of Georgetown Lodge No. 46, junior grand war- .
dens, snd respectively install¢d according to ancient form.

an
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A. L. JADe
MOST WORSHIPFUL SIR AND BROTHER,

I AM iustructed, by the Grand Lodve of Kentucky,
to announce to you their organization, and to explain the
motives which have led to a separation of the lodges in
Kentucky, from the jurisdiction of their parent Grand
Lodge of Virginia. They will be detailed in the simpli-
city of unadorned tratli, and are too forcible to require

“any extraneous assistance to carry conviction of the pro-
priety of the measure. No motive of disgust or disres-
pect to the Grand Lodge of Virginia, has actuated those
lodges upon this occasion. They still feel the same fra-
ternal love and affection for their brethren of Virginia,
which, as masons, it is their duty to entertain for all the
fraternity ; with the additional sentiments which arise
from a remembrance, that it was more immediately from
that Grand Lodge, that those lodges derived the means
of illumination.—They conceive that their procedure is
sanctioned by precedent, and enforced upon them by ma-
sonic principles. '

Among the multitude of precedents to which they might -
refer, the following only will be enumerated, which are
supposed to be more than sufficient to give every sanc-
tion which precedent can give to any measure.

"1. In‘the reign of George the 2d, the lodgesin Eng-
‘land having, from neglect, gone greatly into decay, it was
deemed necessary, to promote the welfare of the craft,
that a grand lodge for England should he established in
London, although no grand lodge had ever been before
established there. It is further to be observed, at that
time there was a grand Jodge established at York in the
same kingdom, which continued a long time afterwards
separate and independent. Tn the state of Keutucky,

*  LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY, g



s ILLUSTRATOINS OF MASONRY.

there is no grand lodge, but this which is now organized.
In forming the new grand lodge in England, at London,
four lodges only concurred ; in forming the Grand Lodge
of Kentucky, five regular lodges (all of which are in this
state) are represented.

. 8. Prior to the American revolution, the grand lodges
of the then provinces, were governed by provincial grand
masters, appointed by the grand master of England. Af-
ter that revolution they separated themselves in different
and independent grand lodges, justly conceiving that as
members of an independent commonwealth, and as FREE
MASON», they had a right so to do, the better to promote

the welfare and prosperity of the craft.—This is believed .

to ave happened in almost every state of the union.

8. There was one exceptiop, which will now be notic-
ed as the last precedent of which mention will be made—
The lodges in Maryland were generally, if not altogether,
under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylva-
nia, until the 81st day of July, A. p. 1788, a. L. 5783,
when they formed a Grand Lodge of Maryland ; and this
proceeding finally received the sanction and approbation
of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania.

Though the right of the lodges in this state, to form a
grand lodge, is undoubted, yet a due regard to the opin-
ions of their brethren, induced this Grand Lodge to de-
velope the circamstances which rather have compelled,
than induced this measure to be adopted merely as of
right and choice.

Here it will be only necessary to advert to the great
distance (not less than seven hundred miles) between the
. seats of the lodges in this state, and that of the Grand
Lodge of Virginia. This alones sufficient to prove that
our inducements to a separation are much stronger than
those which existed in the case of the grand lodge at
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London, or that of Maryland. On this head it will be_

sufficient to enumerate some inconveniencies, not whick
might happen, but which have actually been felt in thié -
state by the craft. Some lodges, though punctual in trans-
mitting their communications and contributions to the G.

Lodge of Va. have laboured under a painful, and although -

to the G. Lodge then unknown, and undeserved censure,
when from causes unavoidable, the persons intrusted there-
with have not arrived in due time. From the same cause;
one lodge then acting under a dispensation, has been com-
pelled to take out two dispensations before they obtained,
a charter, and were obliged to suspend their work at two
periods for almosta year. In difterent parts of this state,
application for charters have been made by worthy breth-
ren, which are presumed wholly to have miscarried, be-
cause no notice has been taken of them by the Grand
Lodge of Virginia, and the characters of the applicants
are of undoubted eligibility.

We have already found cause to lament that the lodges

in this country, could not be legally and regularly. visited ;
a continuance in such a state, there is just ground to fear,
would giye existence and permanence to the greatest ir-
regularities. Finally, it is the opinion of this Grand
Lodge, that if no other reason existed, it would be sufff-
cient to represent to our brethren, that our situation pre-

cludes an unfortunate brother or his family, among us, -

from the due assistance out of the grand charity fund, to
which we have contributed.

Fully convinced of their right, and actuated by a de-
sire to encourage the deserving brethren in their labours,
" and repress the irregularities of the unwary, we trust that
our motives and conduot will be duly appreciated by the
most worshipful Grand Lodge of A I amyalso

B
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. .

mslmcted by thia Grand Lodge, to oﬂ'er, through yoix,
reciprocation of correspondence and communications with
your Grand Lodge, and to assure them of the earnest

"wish we have to prove to them our fraternal regard and

- esteem 3. in which, permit me to add, to yourself and-

. them, that of

Your Frienp anD BRoTHER.

Aécordingly grand communications have regularly
been held, at the Mason’s Hall in the town of Lexington,

‘and the business of masonry has been advanced and bene-

fitted thereby. Charters have heen granted for holding

lodges as follows :—
Lexington -Lodge No, 1, Le:mngton, K Octaber 17, 6800.
* Paris Lodge No. 2, Paris, K. :
1 Georgetown Lodge No. 3, Georgetawn, K.
Hiram.Lodge No. 4, frankfort, K. § ———— ———
Solomon’s Lodge No. 8, Skelbyville, K. e oo o .
1 Washington Lodge No. 6, Bairdstown, K. February 10, 5804
Harmony Lodge No. ¥, Natchez, M. T. October 16, 5801.
§ Abraham’s Lodge No. 8, Middletown, K. Aprit 6, 5802.
Jerusalem -Lodge No. 9, Henderson, K. September 19, 5804.
Upity Lodge:No. 10, .Millersburgh,li‘ September 18, 5805.
St. John’s Lodge No. 11,
Philanthropie Lodge No. 12, Damdson Ca ’1 n. Sept. 18, 5803,
‘Cineinnati Lodge No. 18, Cincinnati, 0. March 20, 5808.
Mount Vernon Lodge ‘No. 14, Georgetown, K. dug. 28,5807,

" The charter-of Pnns Lodge No: 2, was surrendered on the 14th Oct. 5802

‘t'The charter of Georgetown.Lodge No. 3, was arrested by the Grand
Lodge on the 21st of March, 5804.

4 The charter of Washington Lodge No. 6, was arrested by the Grand Lodge
on the 7th October, 5806.

‘§ Abraham’s Lodge No. 8, was, by order of the Grand Lodge, removed to
Louisville on the Sth April, 5803.
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. CHAPTER III.

GENERAL LAWS FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE GRAND LODGE;
" THE SUBORDINATE LODGES, AND ANCIENT YORK MASONS.

BY-LAWS, &c.

ARTICLE 1. The grand lodge shall bold a grand
communication once in every year, on the last Wednes-
day in August,

Art. 2. There shall not be any grand lodge opened -
to work, unless there be present a representatmn of five
subordinate lodges.

Art. 2. The members of the grand lodge are, the grand

-officers, past grand officers, past masters, officers of subor-
dinate lodges and representatives from said lodges.

Art. 4. Subordinate lodges who cannot send represen-
tatives to the grand lodge are permltted to appomt proxies,
who must be master masons, and members of some lodge
under the jurisdiction of the grand lodge. 4

Art. 5. The appointment of the representatives and
proxies must be certified by the secretary of the lodge

- making the appointment, and have the seal of sa.ld lodge
aﬂixed to the certificate.

Art. §. The duty of the grand lodge is to receive ap-

peals, redress grievances, and remove all complaints of
the private lodges ; to grant warrants, and authorize new

lodges to work ; to reprehend mal-conduct in any of its

private lodges or members ; to relieve distressed brethren,
their widows or children ; to assess such economical con-

tributions for charity and other exigencies, from time to -

time, as shall appear proper, for the good of the craft; to

correspond with every grand lodge on the terrestrial globe,
that they shall deem right, for the good of the fraternity ;~

to devise and design plans, problesns and positions for
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the private lodges to execute, and also to choose and
elect by written ballot annually, and duly install all the
grand officers.

" Art, 7. 1t is the duty of every grand officer, in propor-
tion to his superiority, during the vacation of the grand
lodge, to have special care of the private lodges, direct-
ing all their designs, plans, problems and positions on
‘which they work, to be executed according to, and with-
in the extent and limit of the ancient land marks, usages
and customs of the sublime order of free and accepted
masonry. ’

" Art. 8. All matters of controversy before the grand
lodge, shail be determined by a majority of votes; that
is to say, the grand master or presiding officer, havmg
one vote, (unless in case of an equal division, and then
two;) the deputy grand master one vote ; the grand war-
dens for the time being, collectively, one vote ; the past
grand officers and past masters collectively one vote ; and

- the officers, or their representatives, of each subordmate.

lodge collectively, one vote. It is, howevér, understood,
that no brather can vole in a double capacity.

" Art. 9. Every grand officer shall be elected annually,
by a majority of written ballots, taken agreeably to Art;
8, which ballots shall be collected by the senior grand
‘deacon, aud shall be by him delivered to the most wor-
shipful grand master for the time being, to count, who
shall order the grand secretary to proclaim the officer

elected. During the time that the grand deacon is col-

lecting the ballots, and until the grand secretary has pro-
claimed the officer ballotted in, every member shall be
. silent and keep his seat. The senior grand deacon shall
not present the ballot-box to any voter until the grand
secretary bas called upen him to answer, beginning wilh

the most worshipful grand master, and contipuing the,
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voters accordmg to rank and senjarity. 13' it ufonnd by
~ the m. w. grand master on counting, that there are more
ballots than voters, he shall charge the members to he
more attentjve to their duty, and order a new election ;
and if any member is convicted of putting more ballots in
the box than he is entitled to, he shall be forever suspepy
ded from a seat in the grand lodge.
Art. 10. Every grand officer shall be chosen from
among the working members of the several subordinate
lodges; provided he is not thereby raised to a degree
higher than what he may have attained in his said lodge,
Art. 14. The officers to be elected by the grand lo
are the m. w. grand master, the two grand wardens, the
grand chaplain, the grand orator, the grand treasurer, and
the grand steward. T'he officers, however, baving the
.authority of making the other appointments, may wavg
that privilege whenever they may think proper. = .
Art. 12. The grand officers shall be titled apd nnked‘
in the following order :—
.4. The most worshipful gmnd master
2. The right worshlpful deputy grand master
3. The worshipful senior grand warden.

. The worshipful junior grand warden.

. The most reverend grand chaplain,

. 'The grand orator.

. 'The grand secretary.

. The grand treasurer.

. The senior grand deacon.

"The junior grand deacon.

11. The grand marshall.

412. The grand steward.

13. The grand sword "bearer,

14. The grand pursaivant,

15. The grand tyler.

h .
O WIS
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- Art. 13. No elected officer of .the grand Iodge, or of
any private lodge, shall act as such until he is duly In-
stalled.

Art. 14. On the day appointed for the assembly of the
grand lodge, the members shall collect with all possible
punctuality, the lodge shall be opened in the most strict
Masonic order, prayers said, and-the proceedings of the,
last grand communication read; and immediately afier
the several returns are examined, the following commit-
tees shall be appointed, for the several special purposes,
and they shall continue only duriog the session of the
grand lodge. -

1. A committee of three-members who shall be depu-
ties from three different subordinate lodges, to examine
the books and vouchers of the grand secretary, grand
treasurer, and stewarde of the grand charity fund ; and

they shall report a statement thereof. They shall also.

ascertain the expenses of the grand communication.

- & A ocommittee of two members shall be appointed to
examine attendant and visiting brethren, observing thaf
noue can be admitted under the degree of master mason.

3. A committee of three members shall be appointed

to hear grievances, and examiue into the same, and make

due report thereof to the grand lodge.

Art. 15. The most worshipful grand master is invested
with the power of convening the grand lodge at any time
when there shall appear to him an emergent occasion.

Art. 16. Incase of the death of any grand officer, or in
case of any brother refusing to serve or install according
to appointment to any grand office, the m. w. grand
master is invested with power to nominate, appoint, and
jnstall such other brethren to fill all such vacancies of of-
fice, as shall meet his plcasure and discretion.

Art. 17. The m. w. grand master has the command of
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svery other officer, and may call on- any and all of them,
at any time, for advice abd assistance on any business rela.
- tive to the craft.

Art. 18. The m. w. grand-master is not authonsed to

make or seeond any motion.

Art. 49. The m..w. grand master is invested with the
“privilege of granting dispensations at his discretion, du--
~ ring the recess of the grand lodge, and the right-worship--
ful deputy grand master is invested- with the same privi-
leges in case of the absence of the m. w. grand master.

Art. 20. In case of the death of the m. w.'grand master
during the time for which he is elected and installed to
serve, -or in case of his refusal to serve or install according
to appointment, all the powers and privileges shall de-
volve and become the-inherent right of the following
brethren accordingto the grade here mentioned :—1st.
The right worshipful deputy grand master. 2d. The wor-
shipful senior grand warden. 3d. Fhe worshipfal junior
" grand warden. 4th. The past grand officers, according
to pank and seniority. 5th. The presiding masters of sub-
ordinate lodges according to rank. 6th. The past masters
according to rank and senierity.  ° :

Art. 21. Tt is the duty of the m. w. grand master to.
install his deputy, but e may deputize whom he pleases.
to install all the other officers, and also any officer of a -
private lodge. - '

- Art. 22. It is the duty of the m. w. grand master, in -
officio or pro tem. to- subscribe in presence of the grand
ladge, a fair and true trgnsmpt of their proceedings, pro-
vided the proceedings are first read by the grand secreta-
ry, and agreed to by a majority of the brethren assembled ;
and the proceedings subscribed, he is to deliver to the
grand secretary, with direction to have them truly regis-
tered and filed. . : :
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Art. 23. Every subordinate lodge which shall net be
répresented for three successive grand communications, or
who shall be in arrears to the Grand Lodge for two years,
ghall be suspended from all the privileges of the order,
until they shall comply with both these requisitions—and
upon an order from the Grand Lodge to that effect, at a
titme to be specified therein, shall be finally stricken cff the
list of lodges, and have their charter withdrawn ; having
due notice of such order, to be communicated to them by
the grand secretary for the time being. -

Art. 24. Every member of the grand lodge, as also

very member of every subordinate lodge, shall pay due
submission and obedience to the respective officers.

Art. 25. It is the duty of every free mason to live in
peace, harmony and love, with all mankind; to despise
hatred, malice and calumny ; to practise universal charity

~ and benevolence ; to avoid as much as poss1ble, all law
suits, and to submit all differences that may arise between
brethren, except such as may relate to real or personal
ptoperty, to be reconciled by the several lodges te which
they belong, or by the grand lodge

Art. 26. Every free mason is enjomed always to avmd ‘
addressmg a brother or a cowan as a free mason, unless
they are in private or in open lodge, under the penalty of
a severe reprimand.

~ Art. 27. Every set of masons that may hereafter obtain
permission from the grand lodge, to receive a warrant to -
authorise them to congregate and work as a regular lodge

~ of free masons, shall for the same, pay into the Grand
Charity fund, thirty dollars, before the said warrant shall

be issued, and shall also pay asa fee to the grand secre-
tary for engrossing and affixing the seal of oﬂice, parch-
ment and recording, six dollars.

Art. 28. Every set of masons that may hereafter obtain
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from the proper officer permission to receive from the
grand secretary a dispensation to congregate and work as
“a warranted lodge of frce masous, not exceeding twelve
months, shall pay into the Grand Charity fund for the
same, five dollars, and three dollars to the g. secretary.

Art. 29. Every subordinate lodge shall hereafter be
. accountable for, and are hereby directed to pay to the
grand treasurer on account of the grand lodge, every
‘twelve months, the following assessment :

- 1. Forevery mason they have initiated during tbe pre-
eeding twelve months, one.dollar.

2. For every member of each respective lodge, fifty
cents per annam.

- Art. 80. The Grand Charity funds shall only be sub-
Ject to such applications as the grand lodge and the Grand
- Charity stewards shall direct.

Art. 31. Five brothers, being members- of the grand
lodge, one of whom shall be the m. w. grand master, and
the other four duly elected, to be nominated and entitled
.Stewards of the Grand Charity fund, any three of whom
shall be a quorum of responsibility and entitled to act.

Art. 82, It is the duty of the stewards of the Grand
Oharity fund, to superintend and apply all the said funds
of the grand lodge with care and economy, and they are
authorised to draw orders on the grand treasurer for any
sum they may think proper.

Art. 33. It is the duty of the stewards of the Grand
‘Charity fund, to inform every assembly of the Grand
. Lodge, by written report, giving an account of all their
proceedings during the last twelve months, and solicit
the advice of the Grand Lodge in cases that may appear
-any way doubtful or intricate.

Art. 34. Itis the duty of the most reverend grand
chaplain to say praycrs to the Igongregation at the open-
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ing and cloding of every Grand Lodge. Also, to pre.
pare and preach suitable oocasional sermons, as may be
ditected iy the most worshipful grand master.

Art 8. It is the daty of the grand secretary to keep
a fair, true and regular topy, registered in proper books
for that parpost, of all the proceedings of the Grand
diodge. He shall not register any preceediugs that are
ot duly ratified and sigoed in epen lodge, by the most
worshipful grand master ; and the transcript so ratified
and signed, shall be hy the grand secretary filed as an o-
riginal voucher for his record.

iArt. 86. No warrant, certificate, or any ether instru-
ment of writing whatever, shall be of any validity, if is-
. ahed Ky the grand secretary unless.-it be attested by his
wignature, and has the seal of the Grand Lodge affixed
thereto.

Art. 87. AW the beoks, records, papers, seal, &c. kept
by the graud secretary, shall be the property of the Grand
Jatdge, and to.them er their committee dehvered up whea-
<ever called for.

Art. 88. The grand secretary shall atiead personally,
‘or by bis agent, who shall be a member of the Grand
-dvodge, with all his books and papers of office, on every
assombly of the Grand Lsodge, under the penaity of twen-
1y dollars.

Art. 89. The grand secretury shall prooure. all (eke
‘books anil statienery for the grand lodge on the most
‘reasvmable terms, and draw on the grand treasurer for the
apdount thereof, whe is herehy authorised to pey the
-axme. He shall be eutitled to the following #£ees, as a
-oompensation for his services :

1. He shall be paid by the Grand Liedge ten cents for
overy hundred words which he actually and necessarily
whites for their %o and by their dtrectmn T
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" 8. Heshall bo paid by the pariies smploying hims
for copying frem the records, files and procesdiegs of they
Grand Lodge, or any instrumend of writing whataver,
(except as is beforo provided for,) ten cents for every
bondred worde ;—-he finding for this purpose bis qwn
stationery.

8. He shall be paid by ﬂte parties emplnyllg hiw, o
dollar for affixing his seal of affice, to any instrument of
" writing Whatever, except it be a warrant or dispensation,
which is before provided for.

Art. 40. The grand secretary shall not be- entitled to
any fee for affixing his seal of office to any instrument of
writing ordered for the use of the Grand Lodge ; such as
particular summounses, copies of proceedings sent to for-
eign Grand Lodges, &c.

Art. #4. The grand ireasurer ghall wcmmtto the srmd
lodge for all monies received by him,—nuor shall he pay
any meney withent the order of the most wurshipful grand
master, or of the grand charity stewards, axcept as befose
provided.

Art. 42, He shall on the first day of each grand com
munication lay a statement of bzs accounts before {hg
graml lodge,

Art: 48. The grand secrolary shall ahnys have his

books completed, so far as he is in possession of dgcq,
ments for the same, to proguce to every grand comunica-

tion, under the penalty of twenty dollars. : '
Art. 44. Any grand officer withdrawing himself, durmg’
his appointment as a grand officer, from the privates lodge
to which he belonged at the time of his election, shall Y4
that case vacate his seat in the grand ladge. A
Art. 45. No subordinate lodge shall confer the degree
of past master, unless on those who have heen ularl§
dlected to fill the.chair, or as preparatory to some higher
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degree. And no past master who shall have received
that degree for the latter purpose, shall be eatitled, on that
account, to a seat in the grand lodge ; ner shall they be
relurned as such in the communications to the grand ledge.

Art. 46. No by-law shall be altered or done away,
or any new one adopted, until the proposed alteration,
amendment, nullification or addition, as the case may be,
shall have been handed in, in open lodge, and seconded;
and remained one whole vacation.

(¢ Signed by arder of the Grand Convention.)
" THOMAS TUNSTALL, Preg’t.

Attest,
DANIEL BEADFORD, CrEgkE.

CONCERNING A LODGE AND ITS GOVERNMENT.

A lodge is a place in wich masons meet to work. The
dssembly or organized body of masons is also called a
lodge, just as the word church is expressive both of the
congregation of people, and of the place in which they
meet to worship.

The quelities of those who are to be admitted as mems
bers of a lodge, have been fully mentioned ; and it is only
necessary to repeat here in general, that they are to be
¢ men of good report, free-born, of mature age,* hale and
sound, not deformed or dismembered at the time of therr
making, and no woman or eanuch.”

. ® Whereas a petition was presented to the Solomon’s Lodge No. 5, by John
Pope, esq. ( who had the misfortune to lose his right arm) praying to be ad-
mitted a member of that lodge.
And wheress a vote of said lodge was taken, which was unanimous for hig
E.vmumn, upon condition that it would meet the approbation of the Grand
dge. The question was now laid before the committee, and the subject
‘fully discussed ; whereupon it is
. Resolved, That the decision of the Solomon’s Lodge, in favor of the admis-
.sion of Mr. Pope, is proper ; and that he may be initiated in said lodge ; as it
appears to this committee, that the deformity of the candidate is not such as
¢o prevent him from being instrycted in the prts-and mysterics of Free Maugh'
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-A lodge ought to assemble for work at Teast once in
each calendar month, and myst consist of one master, two
wardens, senior and junior, one secretary, one treasurer,
and as many members as the master and a majority of-
the lodge, shall from time to time think proper ; although
more than forty or fifty (when they can attend regularly,
as the whelesome rules of the craft require) are general-
ly found inconvenient for working to advantage; and

therefore, when a lodge comes to be thus numerous, some’

of the ablest master workmen, and others under their di-
rection, will obtain leave to separate and apply to the
Grand Lodge for a warrant to work by themselves, in or-
der to the further advancement of the craft, as the laws
hereafter to be delivered, will more particularly shew.
But such warrant cannot be, granted toany number of ma-
sons, nor can a new lodge be formed, unless there be a-
mong them three master masons, to be nominated and in-
stalled officers for governing and ipstructing the brethren
of such lodge, and promoting them in dye time according

© to their merit.

In order that due decorum may be observed, while the
lodge is engaged in what_is serious and solemn, and for
the better preservation of secrecy and good harmony, 2

1y, and that his being initiated will not be an infringement upon the land marks,
but will be perfectly consistesit with the spirit of our institution.—See pro-
ceedings of thg Grand Lodge of Kentucky, 15th Qctober, 5801.

Whereas a question was made by Hiram Lodge, No. 4, to the Grand Lodge
of Kentucky, at their last grand communication, relative to the necessary
qualifications of a candidate for initiaion ; more particularly what attention
should be paid to the age of the applicant—And whereas the answer and re-
commendation of the grand lodge is not calculated to relieve the mipds of
some brothers—therefore,

Regwlved, As the opinion of this committee, that strict gttention should be
paid to the age at which, by the civil laws of the country in'which the lodge is
constituted, the candidate is declared of lawful age, and free to act far himself';
which in Kentucky, is 21 years.—sSee prageedings af the Grand Lodge '}f Ken-
igckd, 19tk September, 5804.
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‘Brother well skilled in the master’s part, shall heappdi'n
ted and paid for tyling the lodge duor, during tho hme of
-communication.

Every lodge shall keep a book containing their by.
Yaws, the names of their members, with a list of all the
lodges under the same Grand Ledge, and united in gen-
eral communication, with the usual times and places of -
meeting in such lodges, and such other necessary paris
of their transactions, as are proper to be written.

No lodge shall make more than five new brethren at
one time, unless by dispensation from the grand master,
or deputy in his absence ; nor shal) any person be made,.
-pr admitted a member of a lodge, without being proposed
one month before, that due notice may be given to all the
members, to make the necessary enquiries into the candi-
date’s character and connexions, and that there may be-
sach unanimity in the election and admission of mem-
bers, as the by-laws require ; because unanimity is essen.
#ial to the being of every lodge : and, therefore, no mem-
ber can be imposed on any lodge, by any power whatev-
er, without their consent ;' nor would it be proper to ad-.
nit any brother to work among them, who has openly
violated the sacred principles of masonry, until undouht-
ed proof of his reformation has been given; least the
harmony of the lodge might be thereby distarbed, and
net then, till a certificate is produced of his having paid
all arrearages to that lodge, of which he was last a mem-
ber: for should any lodge admit a brother, whe is in
arrears to another lodge, the lodge where he is admitted, .
make the debt their own.

As every lodge has a right to keep itself an entire body,
they ought never;to interfere in the business of another
Todge. Therefore it would be highly improper in amy
Tbdge, to_confer a degree on_the brother; who is not of
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their household for every lodge ought to be competent
to their own business, and are indubitably the best judg- -
es of the qualifications of their own members : and it does
not follow as of course, that a brother admitted among
the household as an apprentice, to learn the royal art, is
eapable of taking charge of that household, however skill- -

-ed he may be in his apprenticeship; for there are many

very necessary qualifications esseatial in those, who are
promoted to the higher erders.

‘As the officers of every lodge are the proper represen- .
tatives of their own lodge in Grand Lodge, still for the
sake of equal representation, the officers are allowed de-
puties, when unable to attend themselves ; which deputiod
must be appoiated by the majority of every particular
bedge when duly congregated, and their appointment
sball be attested by the secretary, with the seal of their
lodge. And every lodge has the privilege of instructing
their master and wardens, or their deputies, for theircon-
duet in the grand lodge, and quarterly communications.

. Hvery brother eught to be a member of some lodge, ner
is it proper that any number of brethren should withdraw
or separate themselves from the lodge in which they were-

. made, or were afterwards admitted members, withont &

_ euffidient cause’; although the right is an inherent one, and

can aever be restrained by any power whatever; still such
separation would be impropec, unless the lodge becomes
too namereus for working; in which case, a sufficient
number may withdraw with the approbatien of their

- lodge, in order to form a new one.

‘While the lodge is apen for work, masons must hold
noprivate conversation or committees, without leave from
the amaster ; nor talk of any thing foreign or impertinent
4p the weork in hand 5 nor interrupt the master or wardens,
or -any ‘ether brother addressing himself to the chair ;
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por act ludicrously while the lodge is engaged in whatis
gerious and solemn ; but every brother shall pay due rev.
erence to the master, the wardens, and all his felluws,
and put them to worship.

Every brother found guilty of ‘a fault, shall stand to
the award of the lodge, unless he appeals to the Grand
Lodge ; but if the Lord’s work be hindered in the mean
while, a particular reference may be made.

No private piques, or quarrels about nations, families,
religions, or politics, must be brought within the doors of
the lodge, as being directly contrary to the rules already
laid down—Masons being declared of the oldest religion,
universally acknowledged as such, and of all nations
bound to live upon the square, level and plumb with
each other, following the steps of their predecessors, in

cultivating the peace and harmony of the lodge, without

distinction of sect or political party.

‘When the lodge is closed, 'and the labours of the day
finished, the brethren before they depart home to their
rest, may enjoy themselves with innocent mirth, enliven-
ed and exalted with their own peculiar songs, and sub.
lime pieces of music, treating one another according to
ability, but avoiding all excess and compulsion. both in
eating and drinking ; considering each other in the hours
Both of labour and festivity, as always free. And, there-
fore, no brother is to be hindered from going home when
he pleases ; for although after lodge hours, masons are
-as other men, yet if they should fall into excess, the
blame, though unjustly, may be cast upon the fraternity,
by the ignorant or envious world. ‘

Before those who are not Masons, you must be cautious
in your words, carriage and motions; so that the most
penetrating stranger shall not be able to discover what is
not proper to be intimated. 'The impertinent and ensnar-
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ing quesiioas, or ignorant and 1dle discourse, of these who
seek to pry into the secrete and mysteries eommitted to
you, must be prudently answered and managed, er the
discourse wisely diverted to another subject, as your dis-
cretion and duty shall direct.

Masons ought to be meral men, .and fully qualified as
is required in the foregoing sections. Consequently they
should be geod husbands, good parents, good sons and
good neighbeurs ; not staying too long from home, aveid-
ing all excess injurious to themselves or families; and
wise as to all affairs, both of their own househeld and of
the lodge, for certain reasons known to themselves.

You are caatiously to examine a stranger er foreiga
brother, as prudence and the rules of the craft direct, that
you may not be imposed upon by a pretender ; and if yon
discover any one to be such, you are to reject him with
scorn and shame, taking care to give him no hints ; but
suclr as are found to be true and faithful, you are to res»
pect as brothers, according to what is directed abeve ; re-
lieving them if in want, to your utmest power; or direct-
ing them how to find relief, and employing them if yon
can, or else recommending them to employment. '

Free and accepted masons bave ever been charged to
avoid all manner of slandering and backbiting of true and
faithful bretbren, with all malice and unjust resentment,
or talking disresnectfully of a brother’s person or per-
formance. Nor ought they to suffer any others to spend
unjust reproaches or calumnies against a brether behind
his back, nor to injure bim i his fertune, eccupation or
character ; but they ought te defend such brother, and
give him notice of any danger or ipjury wherewith he
may be threatened, to enable him tp escape the same, as
far as is consistent with honeur, prudence, and the safety
of morality and the state, but G:m further.
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Tf a brother do you injury, or-if you have any differ-
ence with him about any worldly or temporal business or
interest, apply first to your own or his lodge, to have the’
matter in dispute adjusted by the brethren. And if either
party be not satisfied with the determination of the lodge,
an appeal may be carried to the grand lodge; and you
are never to enter into a law suit, till the matter cannot
be deceided as above. And if it be'a matter that wholly
concerns masonry, law suits are {o be entirely avoided,
and the good advice of prudent brethren is to be followed,
as they are the best referees of such differences.

But where references are either impracticable or unsuncs
cessful, and courts of law or equity must at least dcide,
you must still follow the general rules of masonry alrea-
dy laid down, avoiding all wrath, malice, rancour and
personal ill-will, in carrying on the suit with a brother ;
neither saying nor doing any thing to hinder the continu-
ance or renewal of that brotherly love and friendship,
which are the glory and cement of this ancient fraternity,.

Thus shall we shew to all the world the benign influ-
ince of masonry, as wise true and faithful brethren, be-
fore us, have done from the beginning of time ; and as all
who shall follow us, and would be thought worthy of
that name, will do, till architecture shall be dissolved,
with the great fabric of the world, in the last general con-
flagration !

No brother can be master of a lodge till hie has first ser-
ved the office of warden somewhere ; unless in extraor-
"dinary cases, or when a new lodge is to be formed, and
1o past or former warden is to be found among the mem-
bers. In such cases, three master masons, although they
"have served in no former offices, (if they be well learned)
may be constituted master and wardens of such new lodge,
or any old lodge in the like emergency.




)
ILLUSTRATIONS  OF MASONRY. M

The master of every lodge shall be chosen by ballot
on each St. John’s day ; and the present wardens (where
they regularly are) shall be put up among the number of
candidates for the chair, but shall then withdraw, while -
-every free member {viz. all who have paid up their dues,
or have been excused payment according to law) gives
his vote in favor of him whom he deems most worthy.
Each free member hath one vote, and the master two
votes, where the number of votes happens to be equal,
etherwise he has but one vote.

When the ballot is closed, and before it be examined,
the former master shall order the candidates to be brought
back before him, and to take their seats again as wardens.
He shalk then carefully examine the poll and audibly.de-
clare him that hath the majority of votes duly elected.

The master-elect shall then nominate one for the senior
warden’s chair, and the present master and brethren shall
nominate one in opposition; both of ‘whom shall with-
draw till the ballot is closed as aforesaid, after which they
ghall be called before the master, and the poll shall be
examined and declared by him as above directed ; in like
" manuner shall the lodge proceed in the choice of all the
inferior officers ; great care being taken that none be put
in nomination for favour or affection, birth or fortune, ex-
clusive of the consideration of real merit and ability, to
fill his office for the honor and advancement of masonry.

The master of a particular lodge has the right and au-
thority of calling his lodge at pleasure, or upon the appli-
cation of any of the brethren, and upon any emergency
-and occarrence, which in his judgment may require their
meeting; and he is to fill the chair when present. Itis
likewise his duty, together with his wardens, to attend
the Grand Lodge, at their communications, and also the
Steward’s Lodge, and such occasional or special grand
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comunications me the good of the craft may require,
'when duly summened by the grand secretary, and within
such reasonable distance of the place of holding the Grand
Lodge, as the laws of the same may have ascertained on
that head. When in the Grand or Steward’s Lodge, and
st general as well as special communications, the master
and wardens, or either of them, have full power and au-
thority te represent their lodge, and o transact all matters
relative thereto, as well and as truly as if the whele bedy
were there present.

The master has the right of appointing some brother
{who is mest commonly the secretary of the lodge) to
keop the book of by-laws, and other laws given to the
lodge by the proper authority ; and in this book €hall also
be kept the names of all the members of the lodge, and a
list of all the lodges within the said grand communication,
with the usual times and places of their meeting.

"The master bas also the particular right of preventing
the removal of his lodge from one house to another: and
whereas several disputes have arisen on this head, and it
kath been made a question in whom the power of remo-
ving a lodge to any new place is invested, when the old
place of meeting appears to be inconvenient, the follow-
. ing rule for this purpose hath been finally agreed upon
and settled by lawful autherity, viz:

¢ That no lodge be removed without the master’s know-
ledge, nor any motion made for that purpose in the lodge

when he is absent. But if the master be present, and a -

motion be made for moving the lodge to some other mare
convenient place (within the district assigned in the war-
rant of such lodge) and if the said motion be seconded
“and thirded, the master shall order summonses to every
individual member of the lodge, specifying the husiness,
and appointing a day fer hearing and determining the af-

fair, at least ten days before, and the determination ghall
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be made by the majority. Bat if the master is not of the
mayority, the lodge shall not be removed, unless full two,
tl;,irdsl of the members present have vated for such re.
moval.

¢ But if the master refuse to direct such summons to be
issued, (upon a motion duly made as aforesaid) then ei-
ther of the wardens may direct the same ; and if the mas-
ter neglects to attend on the day fixed, the warden may
preside in determining the affair in the manner above
prescribed. But the lodge shall not in the master’s ab-
sence, (on such special call) enter upon any other cause
or business, but what is particularly mentioned in the
- said snmmons.

¢ If the lodge is thus regularly ordered to be removed,
the master or warden shall send notice to the grand sec-
retary, that such removal may be notified and duly enter-
ed in the Grand Lodge books 4t the next Grand l{odge »

None but master masons can be wardens of a lodge.
The manner of their election, and several of their duties
being connected with the election and duties of the mas-
ter, have been mentioned.

The senior warden succeeds to all the duties of the mas-
ter, and fills the chair when he is absent. Or if the mas-
ter goes abroad on business, resigns, demits, or is depos-
ed, the senior warden shall forthwith fill his place till
the next stated time of election. And although it was
formerly held, that in such cases the master’s authority
ought to revert to the last past master who is present, yet
it is now the settled rule that the authority devolves upon
the senior warden, and in his absence devolves upon the
junior warden, even although aformer master be present.
But the wardens will generally wave this privilege in
honor of any past master that may be present, and will
call oo him to take the chair, upon the presumption of his
experience and skill in conducting the business of the
lodge. Nevertheless such past master still derives his
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authority under the senior warden, and canunot.act till:he
congregates the lodge. If none of the officers be present,
nor any former master to take the chair, the mem-
bers according to-seniority and merit, shall fill the places
of the absent officers.

]

CHAPTER 1V.

OF THE MANNER Oﬁ CONSTITUTING A LODGE OF MASTER MA-
SONS, WITH REMARKS ON THE FIFTH, OR PAST MASTER’S
DEGREE. -

A COMPETENT number of master masons, desirous
of forming a new lodge, must apply, by petition, to the
grand lodge of the state in which they reside, setting forth,
¢ that they are free and accepted master masons; that
they are at present, or have been, members of regular
lodges ; that having the prosperity of the fraternity at
heart, they are willing to exert their best endeavours to
promote and diffuse the genuine principles of masonry ;
that, for the conveniency of their respective dwellings,
and for other good reasons, they are desirous of forming a
new lodge, in the of » to be named 3
that, in consequence of this desire, they pray for letters
of dispensation, or a warrant of constitution, to empower
them to assemble, as a legal lodge, to discharge the du-
ties of masonry, in a regular and constitutional mauner,
according to the original forms of the order, and the regu-
lations of the grand lodge, That they have nominated
and do recommend A. B. to he the first master; C. D. to
be the first senior warden, and E. F. to be the first junior
warden, of the said lodge ; that, if the prayer of the peti-
tion should be granted, they promise a strict conformity to
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all the constitntional laws:and regulatlons of the Grand
‘ Lodge 9

.This petition, bemg signed Dy a competent’ number of
regalar masons, and recommended by a lodge or lodges
adjacent to the place where the new lodge is to be hol-
den, is delivered to the grand secretary, who lays it be-
fore the grand lodge.

If the petition meets the approbation of the gnnd lodge, -
they generally order a dispensation -to be issued, which
is signed by the grand or deputy grand master, and au-
thorizes the petitioners to assemble as a legal lodge, for
a certain specified term of time.

Lodges working under dispensations are considered
merely as agents of the grand lodge ; their prsiding offi-
cers are not entitled to the rank of past masters ; their of.
ficers are not privileged with a vote or voice in the grand
“lodge ; they cannot change their officers without the spe-

cial approbation and appointment of the grand lodge ; and
in case of cessation of such lodges, their funds, jewels, and
other property accumulated by initiations, into the sever-
-al degrees, become the property of the grand lodge, and
must be_ delivered over to the grand treasurer.

When lodges that are at first instituted by dispensa-
tion, have passed a proper term of probation, they make
application to the grand lodge for a charter of constitution.
If this be obtained, they are then confirmed in the pos-
session of their property, and possess all the rights and
privileges of regularly constituted lodges, as long as they
sonform to the constitutions of masonry.

After a charter is granted by the grand lodge, the grand
master appoints a day and hour for constituting and con-
secrating the new lodge, and for installing its master,
wardens, and other officers.

If the grand master, in person, attends the ceremony,

-
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the lodge is enid to be constituted in ample forin ; if the
deputy grand master only, it is said to be constituted in
due form ; but if the power of performing the ceremony
is vesied in a subordinate lodge, it is said to be constitu-
ted ir form. :

- When charters of constitution are granted for places
where the distance is so great as to render R incenvenient
for the grand efficers to attend ; the grand master, or his
deputy, issues a written instrument under his hand and
private seal, to seme worthy present er past master, with
fall power to constitute and instal the petitioners.

" CEREMONY OF INSTALLATION.

The grand master® asks his deputy, ¢ whether he has
examined the master nominated in the warrant, and finds
him well skilled in the noble science and the royal art ?”
'The deputy, answering in the afirmative, by the grand
master’s order takes the candidate from among bis fel-
lows, and presents him at the pedestal; saying, ¢ most
worshipfal grand master, T present my worthy broth-
er A. B. to be installed master of this new lodge. I find
him to be of good morals, and of great skill, true and trus-
ty: and as he is a lover of the whole fraternity, where-
soever dispersed over the face of the earth, I doubt not
that he will discharge his duty with fidelity.”

The grand master then addresses him :

¢ BroTHER—Previous to your investiture, it is neces-
sary that you should signify your assent to those ancient

eharges and regulations which point out the duty of a
master of a lodge.”

*In this, and other similar instances, where the grand master is specified
in acting, may be understood any master who performs the ceremony.

T A private examination is tnderstood to preccde the installation of every
officer.
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"T'he grand master then reads, or orders. to be read,
& simmary of the ancient charges, to the master elect, as
follows, viz :— ' .

4. You agree to b¢ a good man and true, and strictly
to obey the nioral law. , . '

%2. You agree to be a peaceable citizen, and cheerfulty
fo conform to the laws of the country in which you reside.

¢ 3. You promise not to be concerned in plots and con-
spiracies against government, but patiently to submit to
the decisions of the supreme legislature.
¢4, You agree to pay a proper respect to the civil ma.
. gistrate, to work diligently, live creditably, and act hon.

ourably by all men. ' ,

¢35, You agree to hold in veneration the original rulerg

and patrons of the order of masonry, and their regular
. successors, supreme and subordinate, according te-their

stations ; and submit to the awards and resolutions of your

brethren when convened, in every case consistent with the
. eonstitutions of the order.

¢ 6. You agree to avoid private piques and quarrels,
and to guard against intemperance and excess.

7. You agree to be cautious in your carriage and beha-
viour, courteous to your brethren, and faithful to your
lodge.. :

‘g& You promise - to-respect genunine brethren, and to
discountenance impostors, and all dissenters from the ori-
ginal plan of masonry.

¢9. You agree to promote the general good of society,
. -to cultivate the social virtues, and to propagate the know-
‘ledge of the art. : 4

¢:410. You promise to pay homage to the grand master
for the time being, and to his officers when duly installed ;
and strictly to conform to every edict of the grand lodge,
or general assembly of masons, that is not subversive of
the principles and ground. work of masonry.
- %44, You admit that it is not in the power of any man,
" or body of men, to.make innovations in the body of ma-
sonry. S
¢ 12. You promise a regular attendance on the com.
H ;
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mitteks and communientions of the grand lodge, on receiv-
jg proper notice; and to pay attention to all the duties
of masonry, on convenient occasions.

»  «43, You admitthat nonew lodge shall be formed with-
out permission of the grand lodge ; and that no conntenance

given to any irregular lodge, orto any person clandes-

tinely imitiated therein, being contrary to the ancient char-
ges of the order.

% 44. You admit that ne person can be regularly made
A mason in, or admitted a member of, any régular lodge,
witheut previous notice, and due inquiry into his char.
acter.

«15. You agree that no visiters shall be received into
your lodge witheut due ex:mination, or being properly
vouehed for.” :

Thege are the regnlations of free and accepted masons,

‘The grand wmaster then addresses the master elect in
the following manner: ¢ Do you submit to these charges,
and promise to support these regulations, as masters have
done in all ages before you?” The new master having
siguified bis cordial submission as before, the grand mas-
ter thus addresses him : o

¢ Brother A. B. in consequence of your cheerful con-
formity to the charges and regulations of the order, you
are now to be installed master of this new lodge, in full
confidence of your care, skill and capacity to govern the
same.” ‘

The new master is then regularly invested with the iu-
signia of his office, and the furniture and implements of
his lodge. | 4

The various implements of the profession are emblem-
atical of our conduct in life, and_upon this occasion care-
fully enumerated. _

“4The Holy Wiitings, that great light in masonry,
will guide you to all truth; it will direct your paths %o
the temple of happiness, and point out to you the whole

v duty of man. . ‘ o E :
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% The Sguare teaches to regulate our’ actions by rulg
- And line, and to barmonize our condyct hy the principles
of morality aud virtae,

““ The Compass teaches to limit our desires in eve?
station, that, rising to eminence by merit, we may live res-
pected, and die regretted.

¢¢'The iiule directs, that we should puuctually observe
our duty ; press forward in the path onirmn, and, nei-
ther inclining to the right nor te the left, in all our actions,
have eternity in view. .

¢'The Line teaches the criterion of moral rectitude, tp
avoid dissimulation in conversation and action, and to dj-
rect our steps to the path which leads to immortality.

¢ The Book of Ceanstitutions, you are to search at all
times. Caase it to be read in your lodge ; that none may
pretend ignorance of the excellent prwegts it enjoing.

¢ Lastly, you receive in charge the By-Laws of ygur
lodge, which you are to see carefally and punctually
executed.”

The jewels of the officers of the new lodge being thei
retarned to the master, he delivers them, respectively, to

“the several officers: of the grand lodge according to their

rank. :
"T'he subordinate officers of the new lodge are then in.
vested with their jewels, by the grand officeds of corres-
ponding rank ; and are by them, severally ia turn, con-
ducted to the grand master, who delivers each of them &
«hort charge, as'follows, viz :—
THE SENIOR WARDEN.

¢ Brother C. 7). you are appointed Senior Warden of

this new lodge, and are now invested with the ensign of

your office. ,

* ¢'The Level demonstrates that we are descended from
the same stock, partake of the same nature, and share the

same hope ; and though distinctions ameng men are neces-

sary to preserve subordinaiion, yet no emigence of station

should make as forget that we arc brethren; for he who
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is placed on the lowest spoke of fortune’s wheel, may be-
-entitled to our regard ; because a time will come, and the
wisest knows not how soon, when all distinctions, but that -
of goodness, shall cease; and death, the grand leveller
of human gréatness, reduce us to the same state.

¢¢ Your regular attendance on our stated meetings is es- -
sentially necessary 5 in the absence of the master you are
to govern this lodge; in his presence you are to assist
him in the government of it. I firmly rely on your know-
ledge of masonry, and attachment to the lodge, for the
faithful discharge of the duties of this important trust.—
Look well to the W:st !”?

THE JUNIOR WARDEN."

¢ Brother E. F. you are appointed Junior Warden of
this new lodge ; and are now invested: with the badge of
our office.
¢ The Plumb admonishes us to walk uprightly in our
several stations, to hold the scale of justice in equal poise,
to observe .the just medium between intemperance and
pleasure, and to make our passions and prejudices coin-
cide with the line of our duty.
«To you, with such assistance as may be necessary, is
entrusted the examination of visiters, and the reception
of candidates. To you is also committed the superinten-
dance of the craft during the hours of refreshment ; it is
therefore indispeusably necessary, that you should not
only be temperate, and discreet, in the indulgence of your
own inclinations, but carefully observe that none of the
“craft be suffered to convert the purposes of refreshment
into intemperance and excess. :
¢ Your vegular and punctual attendance is particularly
requested ; and I have no doubt that you will faithfully
execute the duty which you owe to your present appoint-
ment.—Look well to the South !’ ‘ ‘

. THE TREASURER. o
¢ Brother G. H. yon are appointed Treasurer of this
new lodge. It is your duty to receive all monies from
the bands of the secretary, keep just and reg_utar accoums
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of the same, and pay them out at the worshipful mester’s
will and pleasure, with the consent.of the lodge. 1 trust,
your regard for the fraternity will prompt you to the faith-.
fal discharge of the duties of your office.”

THE SECRETARY.

¢ Brother I K. you are appointed Secretary of thia-
new lodge. It is your duty to observe the worshipfal
master’s will and pleasure, to record the proceedings of
the lodge, to receive all monies and pay them into the:
bands of the treasurer.

¢ Your good inclination to masonry and this lodge, L
hope, will induce you to discharge your office with fideli-
ty, and by so doing, you will merit the esteem and ap.
plause of your brethren.”’

THE SENIOR AND JUNIOR DEACONS.

¢ Brothers, L. M. and N. O. you are appointed Dea-
cous of this new lodge. It is your province to attend om
the master and wardens, and to act as their proxies in the
active duties of ‘the lodge ;.such as in the reception of*
candidates into the different degrees of masonry ; the.in-
troduction and accommodation of visiters, and the imme-.
diate practice of our rites. Those columns, as badgls
of your office, I entrust to your care, not doubting your

- vigilance and attention.” , .

THE STEWARDS.

¢ Brothers P. Q. and R. 8. you are appointed Stew.
ards of this new lodge. 'The duties of your office are, to
assist in the collection of dues anil subscriptions, to keep
an account of the lodge expenses, to see that the tables
are properly. farnised at refreshment, and that every
brother is suitably provided for; and generally to assist
the deacons and other officers in performing their respec-
tive duties. Your regular and early attendance will af-
ford the best proof of your zeal and attachment to the

Todge.”
THE TYLER

Js then appomteci. and receives the instrument of his qf- :
fice, with a short eharge on the gceasign:
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. The grand master then addresses the officers and mem- -
Pers of the new lodge as follows :

CHARGE UPON THE INSTALLATYON OF THB OFFICERS OF A
LODGE.

.8 Worsmrerur MasTer,

“T'he grand lodge having committed to your care the
saperintendance and government of the brethren who are
to compose this new lodge, you cannot be insensible of"-
the obligations which devolve on you, as their head ; nor-
of your responsibility for the faithful discharge of the im-
Pportant duties annexed to your appointment.
¢ The honnur, reputation and usefuloess of your lodge.
will materially depend on the skill and assiduity with
which you manage its concerns ;5 whilst the happiness of
jts members will be generally prometed, in proportion te-
she z¢al and ability with which you propagate the gena-
dne principles of our institution. 4

¢« For a pattern of imitation, copsider the great lumina-
y of nature, which, rising in the East, refu arly diffuses-
Jight and lustre to all within its circle, In like manner
it is your province to-spread and communicate light and
instruction to the brethren of your lodge. If'orciﬁly im-.
jpress upen thewm the dignity and high importance of ma-
sonry ; and seriously admonish them neverto disgrace it..
Charge them to practice out of the lodge, those duties
which they have been tanght in it5 and by amiable, dis-
-creet and virtuous conduct, to convince wmankind of the.
‘goodness of the institution : So that when any one is said

. to be a member of it, the world may know that be is oune
10 whom the burthened heart may pour out its serrows;
to whom distress may prefer its suit; whose band is gui.
-ded by justice, and his heart expanded by benevelenoce,
In short, by a diligent observance of the by-laws of your
lodge, the constitutions ef maseury, and above all, the
“Holy Scriptures, which are given as a rule and guide to

our faith, you wil! be enabled to acquit yourself with
innour and reputation, and lay up a crewn of rejoicing,
which shall continue when time shall be no mere.
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% BroruEr Sexior anp Junior WaRDENS,

« You are too well aoguainted with the principles of
masonry, to warrant any distrust that you will be found
wanting in the discharge of your respective duties. Suf-
fice it to mention, that what you have seen praisewerthy in -
others, you should carefully imitate ; and what in them
may have appeared defective, you should in yourselvea
amend. . You should be examples of good order and regu-
larity ; for it is only by a due regard to the laws in your
own conduct, that you can expect cbedience to them from
others. You are assidueusly to assist the master in the
discharge of his trust; diffusing light and imparting
knowledge to all whom be -ghall place under your care,
In the absence of the master you will succeed to higher
duties ;' your acquirements must therefore be such, as that
the craft may never suffer for want of proper instruction..
From the spirit which you have.hitherto evinced, 1 enter-
" tain no doubt that your future conduct will be such, as to
merit the applause of your brethren, and the testimony of
- a good conscience.

@ BRETHREN OF Lobnck,

¢ Such is the mature of our consfitation, that as some
must of necessity rule-and teach, so others must of course
learn to submit and obey. Humility in beth is an essen-
tial duty. The officers who are appointed to govern yonr
lodge, are sufficiently conversant with the rules of pro-
priety and the laws of the institution. to aveid exceeding
the powers with which they are entrusted ; and you are
of too generous dispositions to envy their preferment. I
therefore trust that you will have but one aim;, to pleass
ench other, and unite in the grand desxgn of heing -happy,

~snd -communicating happiness. :

% Finally, my brethren, as this association has heen
formed and perfected in so much unanimity and concord,
in which we greatly rejuice, so may it long continue. May
you long enjoy every satisfaction and delight, which dis-
interested friendship can afford. May kindness and broth-
-exly affection distinguish your conduct as men and as
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masons. Within your peaceful walls, may your childrerfy
<hildren celebrate with joy and gratitude the transactions
of this auspicious solemnity. And may the tenets of our
_profession be trausmitted through your lodge, pure and
unimpaired, from generation to generation.”
The grand marshal then proclaims the new lodge, in
the followiug manner, viz :
. %1In the name of the most worshipful grand lodge of
“the state of Kentucky, I proclaim this new lodge, by the
ayme of —— Lodge, duly constituted.”
This proclamation being thrice made, the lodge is clos-
-od with the usual solemnities. '

CHAFTER V.

' "GRNERAL REGULATIONS AND PREREQUISITES FOR CAN-

DIDATES.

‘WHOSOEVER from love of ‘knowledge, interest ot
suriogity, desires to be a mason, isito know that, as his
foundation and great corner stone, he is to believe. firmly
in the eternal God, and to pay that worship which is due
to him, as the great Architect and Governor of the uni-
verse. A mason is also obliged by his tenure to observe
- the moral law, as a true Noachidg ;% and if he rightly
understands the royal art, he capnot tread in the irreli-.
" gious paths of the unhappy libertine, or stupid atheist ;
nor, in any case, act against the great inward light of his -
own conscience.
He will likewise shun the gross errors of bigotry and
" supepstition ; making a dfie use of his own reason, accor-
_ dmg to that liberty wherewith a mason is made free. For

* Sons of Noah, the first namg for Free Masom:.
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- withough in ancient times, the Christian Masons werp
charged to comply with the christian ueages of the coun.
tries where they sojourned or worked, (being found in ajl
‘natious, and of divers religions aud persuasions’;) yet it is
now thought most expedient, that the brethren in general,
should only be charged to adhere to the essentials of reli-
gion, in which all men agree ; leavibg each brother to his
. own private Judgment, as to particular modes and forms,
‘Whence it follows, that all masons are to be good men and
true—men of honour and honesty, by whatever religious
names or persnasions distinguished; always following
that golden precept, of + dving unto all men as (upon &
change of conditions) they would that all men should do
unto them.”

- Thus, since masons, by their tenure, must agree in the'
three great articles of J/Voak, masonry becomes the cen-
te of union among the brethren, and the happy means of
eonciliating and cementing into one body, these who might
‘otherwise bave remained ata perpetual distance ; thereby
strengthening the divine obligations of religion and love.

T'hus far hath been spoken of the internal qualities and
virtues required in all who aspire to the sublime honour
and advantage of becoming free and accepted masons.
‘We speak next of the external qualities, and the steps to
be pursued, in order to obtain initiation and admission into
& duly warranted lodge of ancient York Masons. |

Be it known to you then in the first place, that no per-
son is capable of becoming a member. of such lodge, un-
less in addition to the qualities and virtues mentioned
above, or at least a disposition and capacity to seek and
aequire them, - he is also « free barn, of mature and dis-

creet age; of good report ; of sufficient ,natural endow-

ments, and the senses of a man; with an estate, office,
trade, occupation, or some visible way of acquiring an hpne
Fa : p 4%
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oot Tivelthood, and of working in his craft, as becowes the
Metsbers of this most amcient and heneurable fraternity ¢
iwvtid ought wot only to earn what is sufficient for them-
Yelves aud families, but likewise something to spare for
avorke of charity, and for supporting the ancient grandear
ahd dignity of the reyal craft. Every person desiring
Wémission, muit-else be upright in bedy, not deformed-or
dismembered st the time of makimg, but of hale amd
ynfire limbs, as a mam ought to be.”

Thus you see, a strict though private and impatiial en-
Weiry, will be made into your character and ability before
you can be admitied into nny lodge ; and by the rules of
masonry, wo friend who may wish to propose yom, van
shew you any favour in this respect. But if you have a

* fiend who is a mason, and is every way eatisfied 'in these
points, bis daty is described as follows, viz :

Hvery person desirous of being made a free mason in
auy lodge, shall be proposed by a member thereof, whe
whall give an account of the candidate’s name, age, quak.
y, title, trade, place of residence, description of his per.

~wum, and other requisites. And it is generally required,
‘et such proposal be also seconded by some one or mors
Members, who likewise know something of the candidate..
Such proposal shall also be made in lodge hours,* at least
‘ome lodge night before initiation, in order that the breth-
ren may have sufficient time and oppertunity te make a
strict enquiry into the morals, character, circumstances
and connexions of the candidate, for which purpose a spe-
cial committee is sometimes appointed.

The brother who proposes a eandidate, shall at the
oume tmn depesit such a. sam of money for him, as the

* That is, from March 25th to September 25th, between the hours of seven
%nd ten ; ‘snd from Se'ptember 25th to March 25th, between the hours of sit

agdinine. . : ,
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snlos. on by baws: of the. Jodgs may vequire, whicly is. fanr
faided) to the: edge if the. candidaa sheuld not, attend ap-
aordinr,to bie proposaks but is to he retusmacd to; him, ¥
ke should not be appreved: or clocted. Ty canei he is
elacted, he is to pay (im additiow to bis. deposit) such. fon-
~ thensums an the laws of the lodge may require, andelbthe
the lodge, on make snme other presend, if his ¢inoumiiont
ees with admit, and the hrethren agreeito aceept tha saes
for the benefit of the craft, and of distressed messbens,
Having shewn thatea siriot enquiry will be wade.into

yaur character, justioe. reqaires that you should slse I

. advised to he alike circumapect on yomy sids, and o waks

saguicy into the chaxacten of: the lodge into: which yomde-

gire. admiasion ; for theve is we excellence witheut itap-
posite, and no true coin without counterfeits. .

In the first place, then, you have 3 right hefore qdni*-
sion, to desire your friend to shew you the warrant or
dispeusation by which the lodge is;beld-; whigh, if gems-
ine, you will find to: be an. instyument primted or writien
upon parchment, and signed by some grand: maater,-his
deputy, and grand secretary, sealed with the @. Lodge
seal, constituting particular persons' (therein named) o
master and wardens, with full power to congregate and
hold a iodge at such place, and therein ¢ make and qdqt
free maspna, according to the most ancisut snd most;hon-
orable custom of the royal craft, in all ages and nations,
throughout the known world; with full power ppd "y
therity to nominate and chagse their syccessors,” &c.

You may request the perusal of the by-laws, w!m:jl he-
ing short, you may read in the presence of your frjend, or
he will read to you, and shew you also a list of the mem-
bers of the ledge, by all which, you will be the better
able to judge, whether you weald cheose to associate with
Sfaem, sed submit to be conformably totheiermbes. Being

=g
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fhue free to judge for yourself, you will not be linble te
the dangers of deception, nor of having your pocket pick-
ed by impostors, and of perhaps being afterwards laugh-
ed at into the bargain; but on the contrary, you will be °
admitted into a society, where you will converse with' men
of honour and honesty, be exercised-in all the offices of
brotherly love, and. be made acquainted with mysteries,
of which it is not lawful to speak further, or to reveal out
of the lodge.

All applications for imtlaﬁon should be made by peti-
tion in writing, signed by the applicant, giving an ae-
count of his age, quality, occupation, and place of resi-
dence, and that be is desirous of being admitted a member
of the fraternity ; which petition should be kept on file by
the secretary.

FORM OF A PETITION TQ BE PRESENTED BY A CANDIDATE
. ' FOR INITIATION.

** ¢ T the worshipful Master, Wardens and Brethren of
‘e Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons. :

i ‘¢ The petition of the subscriber respectfally ‘sheweth,.
that having long entertained 4 favourable opinion of your
anecient institution, he is desirous of being admitted a mem.-
ber thereof, if found worthy.

. ¢ His place of residence is —, his age —~—— years;
his occupation

S (Slgned) : . “ A B.”
After this petition is read, the candidate must be pro-
posed ‘in form, by a member of the lodge, and the propo-
gition seconded by another member; a committee is then
appointed to make inquiry relative to his character and
quahﬁcatlons

-

DECLARATION TO BE ASSENTED TO BY A CANDIDATE, IN AN
ADJOINING APARTMENT, PREVIOUS TO INITIATION.

:, #“Do you seriously declare, upon your honour, befope
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these gentlemen,* that, unbiased by friends, and uninfla.
eaced by mercenary motives, you freely and voluntaril i
offer yourself a candidate for the mysteries of masoury ?
1do.

. Do you seriously declare, upon your honour, before
these gentlemen, that you are pl!ompted to selicit the pxi-
vilges of masoriry by a favourable epinion conceived of
the institution, a desire of knowledge, and a sincere wish

«of beiug. serviceable to your fellow-creatures ?” Ido..
" «Do you seriously declare, upon your honour, before
these gentlemen, that you will cheerfully conform to all
the ancient established usages and customs of the fmter-
nity 3?7 1 do.:’
After the above declarations are made, and repoﬁed h
the master; he makes it known. to the lodge, in ‘mamner
following,; viz: .

¢ BRETHREN,
¢ At the request of Mr A. B. he has been proposed
and accepted in regular form ; | therefore recommend him
as a proper candidate for the mysteries' of masonry, and
worthy to partake of the privileges of the frafernity ; and,
in consequence of a declaration of his intentions, volan-
tarily made, I believe he will cheerfully conform to the
rules of the order.”
If there are then no objectlons made, ‘the candidnte is
fntrodnced in due form.

® The Stewards.«f the lodge are uspally present, :

v d
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Q‘HAP'PER VL.

bwu:mm& lou'mn oonwinm m&m OF AN.
CIENT YORK MASONS '

A REHBARSAL of th saciont chmgpe pesporly suc.
évede the epening, snd procedes the clusing, of & lodge,

$his was thec f oar aheient brethren,
gnd ought never in our regular assemyblies,
A, recapitnlation mpat be Jisagreeable to
thone wha are 9 3 and te thage who know

§t not, should any such be, it must be hlghly proper te
peoommend bk .

! "Fhe ceremony of opsning and cloung a ledge with
solemnity and decorum, is therefore universally admitted
. pmong masons ; and though the mode in some lodges way
Wy, and in every degree must vary, atill an uniformity
in the gensral pmehee prevails in every lodge; and the
viriation, if any, is solely occasioned by a- want of meth:
pd, which a little application might easily remove.

" Ta'conduct this ceremony with propriety aught ta be:
the peculiar study of every mason; especially of these
who have the honour to rule in our assemblies. To-per-
sons who are thus dignified, every eye is naturally direct.
ed for propriety of conduct and bebaviour ; and from them,
other brethren, who are less informed, will maturally ex«
pect to derive an example worthy of imitation. '

From a share in this ceremony no mason can be ex-
empted. It is a general concern, in which all must assist,
This is the first request of the master, and the preludg
to all business. No sooner has it been siguoified, than eve.
ry officer repairs to his atation, and the brethren rank ac-
cording to their degrecs. The intent of the meeting be-
comes the sole objeet of attention, and the wind is insensi-
bly drawn from those indiscriminate subjects of converss:
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tlon, whioh are apt te intrude on-our less serious moments.
This effect accomplished, our care. is directed {0 the
external avenues of the ledge, and the proper officers,
whose prevince it ie to discharge that duly; execute their
trust with fidelity 5 and by certain mystic forms, of a0 re
cent date, intimate that we may safely proceed. To de-
tect impostors among ourselves, an adherence to order in
the character of masons. ensues, and the lodge is either
epened or closed in solemn form.

At opening thelodge, two purposes are wisely effected :
the master is reminded of the dignity of his charaaten,
atrd the brethren of the homage and veneration dus from’
Yhem in their sandry stations. These ure not-the -only
advantages resulting from a dae observance of this cere-
mony ; a reverential awe for the Deity is inculcated, and
the eye fixed on that ohject, from whese radiant beams
light only can be derived. - Here we are taught to-adore
the God of Heaven, and to- supplicate his protection om
our well-meant endeavours. The master assumes his
government in due form, and under him his wardenss
who accept -their trust, after the customary-salutations.
The brethren then, with one accord, unite in duty and res-
pect, and the ceremony concludes.

At closing the lodge, a similar form takes place. Hers
the less important duties of masonry are not passed over
unobserved. The necessary degree: of subordmation in
the government of a lodge is pecunliarly marked, while
the proper tribute of gratitude is offered up to the benifi-
cent Author of Life, and his blessing invoked and extend-
ed to the whole fraternity. Each brother faithfully locks
ap the treasure which he has acquired, indiis own secret
repository 3 and, pleased with his reward, retires to enjoy
and disseminate, among the private circle of his brethren;
the fruits of his labour and industry in the lodge.
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These are faint outlines of a ceremony which universal-
Iy prevails among masons in every country, and distin.
guishes all their meéetings. It is arranged as a general
section in every degree, a.nd takes the lead in all out
Mustrations.

' CHARGE USED AT OPENING A LODGE.

% Behold! how good and how pleasant it is for, brethrea
# dwell together in unity !

« It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that
ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard, that went
down to the skirts of his garment; °

¢ As the dew of Hermon, that descended upon the
- wmountains of Zion; for there the Lord commanded a
Messing, even life for evermore.”

PRAYER AT OPENING.

~ Most mer;:ifni‘God,' we beseech thée to guide and pro-.

fect these thy servants here assembled—and fulftl, at this
time, that divine promise thou wert pleased to make to

those who should be gathered together in thy name.

Teach us to know and serve thee aright—Bless and pros-

- per all our laudable undertakinge—and grant that all our
-eonduct may tend to thy glory, to the advancement of ma-

sonry, and finally, to our salvation. Amen.

OR 'rgls

Father of all, adored by all, thon almighty and most

“merciful God; the source of light and life, the author of

good, thou has deigned to us thy protection. Inthy name.

_we meet, humbly béseeching thy blessing on all our. bon-
est endeavours, that they may tend to the honour and ad.
vancement of this our ancient and virtuous mstltutlon;

"and to our happmess here and hereafter.

CHARGE AT CLOSING.
" BroTreRs—We are now about to quit this sacred res
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treat of virtue and friendship, to mix again with the world,
‘Whilst busiéd in its concerns, let us forget not our repeat. -
ed engagements to protect, to vindicate, and to relieve
each other. Let us, therefore, be diligent, prudent, tema
perate and discreet in our respective callings, that by libs
eral benevolence and diffusive charity we may discover to
the world the happy effects of this ancient and hononta.bld
lnstltutlon

S ————————————

CHAPTER VIL
PRAYER AT THE INITIATION OF A CANDIDATE.

O THOU supreme architect of the universe, who hast
promised us thy presence, we beseech thee to bless this
our present undertaking, and grant that this candidate for
masonry may dedicate his life to thy service, and becomha

& true and faithfal brother among us. Give to him abili-
ty to know and understand thy ways, and teach him to
preserve them and the mysteries of masonry pure and un.
defiled.

CHARGE AT INITIATION IN THE FIRST DEGREE.
BROTHER,

As you are now introduced into the first principles of
‘masenry, I congratulate you on being accepted into this
ancient and honourable order ; ancient, as having subsist-
ed from time immeworial; and honourable, as tending,
in every particular, so to render all men who will be con~
formable to its precepts. No institution was ever raised
on a better principle, or more solid foundation ; nor were
ever more excellent rnles and usefal maxims laid down,

than are inculcated in the several masonic lectures. The
K
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greatest and best of men in all ages have been encours-
gers and promoters of the art, and have never deemed if
derogatory: from their dignity, to .level themselves with
the fraternity, extend their privileges, and patronise their
assemblies.

. 'There are three great duties, which as a mason, you
are charged to inculcate—to God, your neighbour, and
yourself. To God; in never mentioning his name, but
" with that reverential awe which is due from a creature to

his Creator ; to implore his aid in all your laudable un-
dertakings; and to esteem him as the chief good :—to your
neighbour, in acting upon the square, and doing unto him
as you wish he should do unto you :—and te yourself, in
avbiding all irregularity and intemperance, which may im-
pair your faculties, or debase the dignity of your profes-
gion. A zealous attachment to these duties will ensure
. public and private esteem.

. In the state, you are to be a quiet and peaceable citi-
zen, true to your government, and just to your country ;
you are not to countenance disloyalty or rebellion,
but patiently submit to legal authority, and conform with
cheerfulness to the government of the country in which
you live.

In your outward demeanour be partlcularly careful te
avoid censure or reproach. Let not interest, faveur, or
prejudice, bias your integrity, or influence you to be guil-

_ty of a dishonourable action. Although your frequent
appearance at our regular meetings is earnestly solicited,
yet it is not meant that masonry should interfere with
your necessary vocations ; for these are.on no account te
be neglected 5 neither are you to suffer your zeal for the
institution to lead you into argument with these who,
through ignorance, may ridicule it. At your leisure hours,
that you may improve in masonic knowledge, you are to
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converse with well informed brethren, who will be al.-
" ways as ready to give, as you will be to receive instruction.

Finally, keep sacred and inviolable the mysteries of-
the order, as these are to distinguish you from the rest of
the community, and mark your consequence among ma.
sons. -If, in the circle of your acquaintance, you find a’
person desirous of being initiated into masonry, be par-
ticularly attentive not to recommend him, unlegs you are
convinced he will conform to our rules; that the honour,
glory and reputation of the institution may be firmly es-
tablished, and the world at large convinced of its good
effects.

CHARGE A1 INTTIATION IN THE SECOND DEGREE,
BROTHER,

Being advanced to the second degree of masonry, we
congratulate you on your preferment. The internal, and;
not the external qualifications of a man, are what masons
ry regards. As you iucrease in knowledge, you will
improve in social intercourse.

It is necessary to recapitulate the duties which, as ¢
mason, you are hound to discharge ; or enlarge on the ne-
cessity of a strict adherence to them, as your own experi-
ence must have established their value,

Our laws and regulations you are strenuously to sup.
port; and be always ready to assist in seeing them duly
executed. You are not to palllate, or aggravate, the of-
fences of your brethren; but, in the decision of every
trespass against our rules, you are to judge with candour, -
admonish with friendship, and reprehend with justice,

The study of the liberal arts, that valuable branch of
education, which tends so effectually to polish and adorn
the mind, is earnestly recommended to yaur considera-
tion; especially the science of geometry, which is estab-
lished as the basis of our art. Geometry, or masonry,
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origipally synonimous terms, being of a divine and moral
pefure, is enriched with the most useful knowledge; while
# proves the wonderful properties of nature, it demon-
ptrates the more important truths of morality.

Your past bebaviour and regular deportment have.
merited the honour which we have now copferred ; and.
jn your new character it is expected that you will con.
form to the principles of the order, by steadily persevering
jn the practice of every commendable virtue.

Such is the nature of your engagements as a fellow
eraft, and to these duties you are boupd hy the most sa-
cred ties.

PRAYER AT RAISING.

Q Lord, have compassion on the children of thy crea.

fion; administer to them comfort, that they may be ena-

bled to support, with a firm and unshaken resolution, the
trials and aflictions they are destined to endure.

" May the solemnity of our ceremonies be duly impress-
ed upon their minds, and have a lasting and bappy effect
wpon their lives,

CHARGE AT INITIATION INTO THE THIRD DEGREE.
BROTHER,

Your zeal for the institution of masonry, the progress

you have made in the mystery, and your conformity to

~ our regulations, have pointed you out as a proper object
of our favour and esteem.

You arenow bound by duty, honour, and gratitude, to

be faithful to your trust; to support the dignity of your

L character on every occasion; and to enforce, by precept

and example, obedience to the tenets of the order.

In the character of a master mason, you are authorised,
to correct the errors and irregularities of your uninformed
‘brethren, and to guard them against a breach of fidelity.
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To preserve the repatation of the fraternity umsullied,
maust be your constant care; and for this purpose it ig
your province to recommend to your inferiors, obedience
and submission ; to your equals, ceurtesy and affability ;
to your superiors, kindness and condescension. Univer-
sal benevelence you are always to inculcate ; and, by the
regularity ef your own behaviour, afford the best exam-
ple for the conduct of others less informed. The ancient
landmarks of the order, entrusted to your care, you are
carefully to preserve ; and never suffer them to be infring-
ed, or countenance a deviation from the established usages
and cnstoms of the fraternity.

Your virtue, honour; and reputation, are concerned in
supportiug with dignity the character you now bear. Let
no motive, therefore, make you swerve from your duty,
violate your vows, or betray your trust; but be true and
falthful, and imitate the example of that celebrated artist
whom you this evening represent. Thus you will render
-yourself deserving of the honour which we have confer-
red, and merit the confidence that we'have reposed,

———————— e ——
CHAPTER VIIL

GENERAL REMARKS ON THE FIRST LECTURE.

WE shall now enter on a disquisition of the different
sections of the lectures appropriated to the several de-
grees of masonry, giving a brief summary of the whole,
and annexing to every remark the particulars to which
the section alludes. By these means the industrious ma-
son will be instructed in the regular arrangement of the
sections in each lecture, and be enabled with more ease to
acquire a knowledge of the art.
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The first lecture of masonry is divided into three se¢-
tions, and each section into different clauses. Vittue is
. painted in the most beautiful colours, and the duties of
morality are enforced. In it we are taught such useful
lessons as prepare the mind for'a regular advancement in
the principles of knowledge and philosophy. These are
imprinted on the memory by lively and sensible images,
to influence our conduct in the proper discharge of the du.
ties of social life.

THE FIRST SECTION.

The first section in this lecture is suited to all capaci.
ties, and may and ought to be known by every person
‘who ranks as a mason. It consists of general heads, which,
though short and simple, carry weight with them. They
not only serve as marks of distinction, but communicate -
aseful and interesting knowledge when they are duly in-
vestigated. They qualify us to try and examine the
rights ef others to our privileges, while they prove our-
selves ; and as they induce us to inquire more minutely
into other particulars of greater importance, they serve
as an introduction to subjects more amply explained in
the following sections.

Itis a duty incumbent on every master of a lodge, be-
fore the ceremony of initiation takes place, to inform the
candidate of the purpose and design of the institution ; to
explain the nature of his solemn engagements ; and, in a
manner peculiar to masons alone, to require his clieerful
acquiescence to the dufies of morality and virtue, and all
the sacred tenets of the order.

Towards the close of this section is explained that pe-
- culiar ensign of masonry, the lambskin, or white leather
apron, which is an emblem of innocence, and the badge of
a mason ; more ancient than the golden fleece, or Roman
eagles more honourable than the star and garter, or any.
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other order that could be conferred upon the candidate at
the time of his initiation, or at any time thereafter, by
king, prince, potentate, or any other person except he be
a mason ; and which every one ought to wear with equal
pleasure to himself, and honour to the fraternity.

This section closes with an explanation of the working

tools and implements of an entered apprentice.
- 'The twenty-four inch gauge is an instraument made use
- of by operative masons, to measure and lay out their
work ; but we, as free and accepted masons, are taught
to make use of it for the more noble and glorious purpose
of dividing our time. It being divided into twenty-four
equal parts, is emblematical of the twenty four hours of
the day, which we are taught to divide into three equal
parts, whereby we find eight hours for the service.of God
and a distressed worthy brother ; eight hours for our usual
avocations 3 and eight for refreshment and sleep.*

The common gavel is an instrument made. use of by
.operative masons to break off the corners of rough stones,
the better to fit them for the builder’s use ; but we, as free
and accepted masons, are taught to make use of it for the
. more noble and glorious purpose of divesting our minds and
consciences of all the vices and superfluities of life, there-
by fitting our bodies, as living stones, for that spiritual
building, that house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens,

THE SECOND SECTION. R
This section rationally accounts for the origin of our
byeroglyphical instruction, and convinces us of the ad-

. *¢The most effectual expedient employed by Alfred the Great, for the en-
couragement of learning, was his own example, and the constant assiduity with,
. whichhe employed himself in the pursuit of knowledge. He usually divided
his time into three equal portions; one was employed in sleep and the refec-
tion of his bod' i nothe! nthe dnpatch of husiness; and athird in study and
davenon? - Howe’s Hrwy, Exor
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vantages which will ever accompany a faithful observanee
of our duty ; it maintains, beyond the power of contradic-
tion, the propriety of our rites, while it demonstrates to
the most sceptical and hesitating mind, their excellency
and utility ; it illustrates, at the samé time, certain par-
ticulars, of which our ignorance might lead us into error,
and which, as masons, we are indispensably bound to
know. \

To make a daily progress in the art, is our constant
duty, and expressly required by our general laws. What
end can be more noble, than the pursuit of virtue? what
motive more alluring, than the practice of justice ? or what
instruction more beneficial, than an accurate elucidation
of symbolical mysteries which tend to embellish and
adorn the mind ? Every thing that strikes the eye, more
immediately engages the attention, and imprints on the
memory serious and solemn truths ; hence masons, uni-
versally adopting this method of inculcating the tenets of
their order by typical figures and allegorical emblems, pre-
vent their mysteries from descending into the familiar
reach of inattentive and unprepared novices, from whom
they might not receive due veneration.

Our records inform us, that the usages and customs of
masons have ever corresponded with those of the Egyp-
tian philosophers, to which they bear a near affinity. Un-
willing to expose their mysteries to vulgar eyes, they
concealed their particular tenets, and principles of polity,
under hieroglyphical figures 3 and expressed their notions
of government by signs and symbols, which they com.-
municated to their Magi alone, who were bound by oath
not to reveal them. The Pythagorean system seems to
have been established on a similar plin, and many orders
of a more recent date. Masonry, however, is not only
the most ancient, but the most moral institution that evep
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subsisted ; avery character, figure, and emblem, depicted
in a lodge, hras a moral 'tendency, and mcnlcates the prac-
tice of virtue.

‘'HE BADGE OF A MASON.
* Every candidate, at his initiation, is presented with 4
lambskin, or white leather aprou. -

The lamb has, in all ages, been deemed an emblem of
innocence ; he, therefore, who wears the lamb skin as a
badge of masonry, is hereby continually reminded of that
purity of life and conduct, which is essentlalb' necessary

to his gaining admission into the Celestial Lodge above,
twhere the Supreme Architect of the universe presides. -

THE THIRD SECTION.

T'his section explains the nature and principles of our
fnstitution, and teaches us to discharge with propriety
the duties of our respective stations. Here, too, we receive
instruction relative to the form, supports, covering, furni-
ture, ornaments, lights and jewels, of a lodge, how it
should be situated, and to whom dedicated. A proper
.attention is also paid to our ancient and venerable pa-
trons.

From east to west, freemasonry extends, and between
the north and south, in every clime and nation, are ma-
sons to be found. :

Our institution is said to be supported by wisdom,
strength, and beauty, because it is necessary that there
should be wisdom to contrive, strength to support, and
beauty to adorn, all great and important undertakings. Its
dimensions are unlimited, and its covering no less than
the canopy of heaven. - To this object the mason’s mind
is continually directed, and thither he hopes at last to ar- '

rive, by the aid of the theological ladder, which Jacob in
L
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s vipion eaw ascending fepm earth to heaven ; the three
pringipal rounds of which are’ denominated faitk, hope
and charity; and which adwmonish us to have faith in
God, hope in immortality, and charity to all mankind.

KEvery well governed lodge is furnished with the Holy .

Bibte, the Square, and the Compass ; the bible points out
the path that leads to happiness, and is dedicated to God 5
the square teaches to regulate our conduct by the principles
6f morality and virtue, and is dedicated to the master ; the
compass teaches to limit our desires in every. sumon, and
s’ dedicated to the cra ft

" Tthe Bible is dedicated to the service of God, because
: it is the inestimable gift of God to man; the Square to
the Master, because being the proper masonic emblem of
his office, it is constantly to remind him of the duty he
owes to the lodge over which he is appointed to preside
and the Compass to the Craft, because, by a due attention
to its use, they are taught to regulate their desu‘es’, and
keep their passions within dye bounds.

‘The ornamental parts of the lodge, displayed in thig
section, are, th_e Masonic pcwement, the tudented tessel,
" and the blazing star. The Masonic pavement is a rep-
resentation of the ground floor of king Solomon’s Temple;
the tndented tessel, that beautiful tesselated border, of
skirting, which surrounded it; and the blazing star, in
the centre, is commemorative of. the star which appear-

ed, to guide the wise men of the east to the place of eur,

Saviour’s nativity. The Masonic pavement is emble-
matic of human life, chequered with geod and evil; the
deautiful border which surrounds it, those blessings and

comfotts which surround ys, and which we hope to obtain-

by a faithfal reliance on Divine Providence, which is

lwmglyphxcally represented by thg blazing starin the
centre,
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"The moveable and immoveahle jowsls alo chin.ou o
‘aMeation ia :his section. '

. The rough ashler is a gtone as taken &'on the qunn'y'
in its rude and natural state. The perfect ashler is g
stone made ready by the hands of the werkmast to be ad-
justed by tie working tovls -of the fellow craft. 'Fhe,
trestle.board is for the master workman to draw his de-
signs upon.
By the rough ashler. we are reminded of our rude and
imperfect state by nature; by the perfeet ashler, that state.
of perfection at which we hope to arrive, by a virtuous
education, our own endeavours, and the blessingof God ;
and by the trestle board, we are reminded, that as the
opemtive workman erects his temporal building agreeahly
to the rules awnd designs laid down by the master on hie
trestle board, so should we, both operative and speeuls-,
tive, endeavour to erect our spiritual building agreeably
to the rules and designs laid down by the Supreme Archi-
tect of the universe, in the book of life, whioh is eur spi-
ritual trestle. board.

By a recurrence to the chapter upen thé ded:cmu of
ledges, it will be perceived, that, although our ancienk
brethren dedicated their ledges to King Solomony yet nts,
sons professing Christianity dedicated theirs to St. Jobm
thie Baptist, and St. John the Evangelist, who were emi.
nent patrons of masonty3;and since their time.there is
represented in every regular and well governed lodge, a
certain point within a circle ; the point representing an
individual brother, the circle representling the benndary
lise of his'duty to God and man, beyond which le ig
never to suffer his passmns, prejudices or interests to be.
tray him, on any occasien. F'his circle js embordered by
two perpendicular, parallel lines, representing St. Jobn
tbeBuphst and $t. Jobn the Evangelist ; who were perfect
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paraHels, in Christianity, as we]l as masonry ; and upon
the vertex rests the book of Holy Scnptures, which point
out the whole duty of man. In going round this circle,
we nevessarily tonch upon these two lines, as well as
upon the Holy Scriptures, and whilst a mason keeps him-
self thus circumscribed, it is lmposslble that he shoald
materially err.

~ This section, though the last in rank, is not the least con-
giderable in importance. ¥t strengthens these whichpre-
cede, and enforces, in the most engaging manner, a due

regard to character and behaviour in public, as weH asin
private life ; in the lodge, as well as in the general com-

merce of society.

It forcibly inculcates the most instructive lessons. Bm-i

therly love, relief, and truth, are themes on which we here
expa.tiate,

OF BROTHERLY LOVE.

"By the exercise of BroruerLY LovE, we are taught to
regard the whole human species as one family, the high
and low, the rich and poor; who, as created by one Al-
mighty Parent, and inhabitants of the same planet, are to
aid, support and protect each other. Oua this principle,

masonry unites men of every country, sect and opiniyn,

and conciliates true friendship among these who might

. etherwise have remained at a- pexpetual distance.

OF CHARITY.

To ReLieve the distressed is a duty incumbent on all
men, but parhcularly on masens, who are linked togeth-
er by an indissoluble chain of sincere affection. To soothe
the unhappy, to sympathize with their misfortuaes, to

compassionate their miseries, and to restore peace to their

troubled minds, is the grand aim we have i view. Ou
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shis basis we form our ﬁ'mm]sblps, and establhh our con-
nections. e,
- Charity is the chief of every social wrtue, and the dis-
‘tinguishing characteristic of masons. This virtue includes
a supreme degree of love to the great Creator and Gov-
ernor of the universe, and an unlimited affection to the
Yeings of his creation, of all characters and of every de-
nomination. “This last duty is forcibly inculcated by the
example of-the Deity himself, who liberally dlspenses his.
beneficence to unnumbered worlds.

It is not particularly our prevince to enter into’ a dis-

quisition of every branch of this amiable virtue ; we shall
_ only briefly state the happy effects of a benevolent dispo-
‘sition towards mankind, and shew that charity, exerted
on proper objects, is the greatest pleasure man can possi—
“dbly enjoy.
" 'The bounds of the greatest nation, or the most exten-
sive empire, cannot circumscribe the generosity of a libe-
ral mind. Men, in whatever situation they "are placed,
are still, in a great measure, the same.  They are expos-
ed to similar dangers and ‘misfortunes. - They have not
‘'wisdom to foresee, nor power to prevent, the evils incident.
to human nature. They hang, as it were, in a perpetu-
al suspense between hope and fear, sickness and health,
plenty and want. A mutual chain of depeundence sub-.
sists throughout the animal creation. The whole human
species arve therefore proper objects for the exercise of
charity.

- Beings who partake of one common nature, ou;;ht tobe
actuated by the same motives and interests. Hence to
soothe the unhappy, by sympathising with their misfor-
dunes, and to restere peace and tranquillity to-agitated

 apirits, congtitute the general and great ends of the mason.
jc_‘imti'tu.t'tqn. - 'This humane, this generous dispasition
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fings the breast with maaly feelings, and enlivens timt
spirit of compassion, which is the glory of the human
fsame, and which not euly rival, bot outebine, every oth-
o pleasure.the miwd is capable of sujeying.

All human pawsions, when directed by the superior
principle of reasen, promete some useful purpose; but
compassion towards proper objects, is the most beneficial

of all the affections, and excites the most lasting degrees

of happiness ; s it extends to greater nmnbers, and tends
to alleviate, the infirmities and evils which are mcléent to
human existence.

Possessed of this amiable, this god-like dispositien,
masons are shocked at misery under every form aud ap-
pearance. When we behold an objest pining wnder the
misexios af 3 distreseed body or wind, the healing accents
which flow from the tongue, mitigate the pain of the uw-
bappy sulferer, and make even adversily, in it8 dismal
state, leok, gay. When our pity is excited, we aseunge
Spiof, and cheerfully relieve distress. If & brother he in
waat, every hemrt is moved ; when be is bungry, we feed
kim ; when he is naked, we clothe him'3 when he is is
treuble, we fly o his relief. Thus we confirm the proprie-
ty of the title we bear, and convince the world at large,
that- sHOPHER among maseas. is something- more thau
' dimame..

- The most:inveterate enemies of masonty must acknow-
ledge,. that no society is more remarkable for the practice
of charity, or any association of men more famed for dis-
interested libernlity. It camnet be said that masons :in-
dulge: intconvivial: mirth, while the peor aud needy pine
for relief.. Our charitable establishments and quarterly
esntributipns; exelusive of private subsceiptiens:to relieve
Jisirens; prave that weare ever ready, with cheerfalness,
ih: proporion: te our circumstences, to cotitribute to alievi-
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. ate the misfortunes of our fellow-citicens. Clonsideringy

bowever, the! varisty of objects, whose distress the die-
tates of natiré as well as the ties of masonry indline us
te relieve, we find it necessary sowretimes to inquive inéo
the. cause of misfortune ; lest & misconceived tendernesg
of dispositien, or an impelitic ‘generosity of heart, might
prevent us frem making a preper distinction in the cheles
of objects. Though our ears are always open to the dis,
tresses of the deserving poor, yet our charity is not to be
dispensed with a profuse liberality on impostors. The
parents of o numeroys offspring, who through age, siek.
pesq, infirmity, or any unforseen accident in life, are rg.
duced to want, particularly claim our atteptien, angd eel.
dom fail to experience the happy effects of our fri&ndl]
association. To such abjects, whose sitnation, is more
easy to be conceived than expressed, we are induced-Jibe
erally to extend our bounty. Hence we give convmcln'
proofs of wisdom and discernment; for though. our bena.
volence, like our laws, be unlimited, yet our hearts glow
principally with affection toward the deserving part of
mankind.

Krom this view of the advantages which result from
the practice and profession of masonry, every candid and
impartial mind must acknowledge its utility and impor-
tance to the state; and surely, if the picture here drawn
be just, it must be no triffing acquisition to any govern.
ment, to have underits jurisdiction, a society‘ of men, who
are ot only true patriots and loyal subjects, but the pa-
trews of science and the friends of mankind.

OF TRUTH .

Truth is a divine attribute, and the foundation of every
virlue. To be good and true, is the first lesson we are
taught in masonry. On this theme we contemplate, and
brg its: dictates endeavour to regulate our conduct ; hence,
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whilet inflaenced by this prinoiple, hypocrigy and decei .

are unknown amongst us, sincerity and plain dealing dis.

tinguish us, and the heart and tpngne joinyin promoting

each other’s welfare, and rejoicing in each other’s pros.
rity.

lw’l‘a this lllustranon succeeds an explanation of the £om'

oardinal virtues—temperance, fortitude, prudemce, and

justice. . - ‘

< OF FEMPERANCE. _
‘Temperance is that due restraint upon our affections

and passions which renders the body tame and governas

Mle, and frees the mind from the allurements of vice. This
virtue should be the constant practice of every mason, as
ke is thereby taught to avoid excess, or contracting any
licentious or vicious habhit, the indulgence of which might
lead him to disclose some of those valuable secrets, which
Me has promised to conceal and never reveal, and whick
would consequently subject him to the contempt and de-
festation of all good masons.

OF RORTITUDE.
Fortitude is that noble and steady purpose of the mind,

whereby we are enabled to undergo any pain, peril or

danger, when prudentially deemed expedient. This vir-
tne is equally distant from rashness and cowardice ; and,
like the former, should be deeply impressed upen the
mind of every mason, as a safeguard or security against
any illegal attack that may be made, by force or other-
wise, to extort from him any of those secrets with which
he bas been so solemnly entrusted ; and which was em-
blematically zepresented upon his ﬁrst admission into the
Todge.
OF PRUDENCE.
Prudence teaches us to regulate our lives a.nd -aclions
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- agreeably to the dictates of reason, and is that habit by
which we wisely judge, aud prudently determine on all
things relative to our present, as well as our future hap-
piness. . This virtue should be the peculiar characteristic
of every mason, not only for the government of his con.
" uot while in the lodge, but also when abroad in the
wotld ; it should be particulaily attended to in all strange
and mixed companies, never to let fall the least sign, to-
ken or word, whereby the sécrets of masonry might be
unlawfully obtained.

OF JUSTICE.

Justice is that standard, or boundary of right, which
enables us to render to every man his just due without
distinction. This virtue is not only consistent with di.
vine and human laws, but is the very cement and sup-
port of civil society ; and as justice in a great measure
constitates the real good man, so should it be the inva.
riable practlce of every mason_never to deviate from the
minutest principles thereof.

The illustration of these virtues is accompanled Wlﬂl
some general observations peculiar to masons. ,

Such is the arrangement of the different sections in the
first lecture, which, with the forms adopted as the open-
ing and closing of a lodge, comprehends the whole of the
first degree of masonry. This plan bas the advantage of
regularity to recommend it, the support of precedent and
authority, and the sanction and respect which flow from
antiquity. The whole is a regular system of morality,
conceived in a strain of interesting allegory, which must

unfold its beauties to the candid and industrious inquirer.
: M
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CHAPTER 1X.
REMARKS ON THE THE SECOND DEGREE.

M ASONRY is a progressive science, and is divided
into different classes or degrees, for the more regularad-
vancement in the knowledge of its mysteries. According
to the progress we make, we limit or extend our inquiries 3
and, in proportion to our capacity, we attain to a less or
greater degree of perfection.

Masonry includes within its circle almost every branch
of polite learning. Under the veil of its mysteries, is
comprehended a regular system of science. Many of its
illustrations, to the confined genius, may appear unimpor-
tant; but the man of more enlarged faculties will per-
ceive them to be, in the highest degree, useful and inter-
esting. To please the accomplised scholar, and inge-
nious artist, masenry is wisely planved ; and, in the inves-
tigation of its latent doctrtnes, the philosopher and mathe-
matician may experience equal delight and satisfaction.

T'o exhaust the various sabjects of which it treats,
would transcend the powers of the brightest genius ; still,
however, nearer approaches to perfection may be made,
and the man of wisdom will not check the progrsss of his
abilities, though the task he attempts may at first seem
jnsurmountable. Perseverance and application remove
each difficulty as it occurs ; every step he advances, new
pleasures open to his view, and instruction of the noblest:
kind attends his researches. 1In the diligent pursuit of
knowledge, the intellectual faculties are employed in pro-
moting the glory of God, and the good of man.

The first degree is well calculated to enforce the du.
ties of morality, and imprint on the memory the noblest



ILLUSTRATIONS' OF MASONRY: ot

principles which can adorn the human mind. 1t is there.
fore the best introduction to the second degree, which
not only extends the same plan, but comprehends a more
diffusive system of knowledge. Here practice aad theo-
ry join, in qualifying the industrious mason to share the
pleasures which an advancement in the art must necessa-
rily afford. Listening with attention to the wise opin-
ions of experienced craftsmen on important subjects, he
gradually familiarizes his mind to useful instruction, and
is soon enabled to investigate truths of the utmost concern
in the general transactions of life. :

From this system 'proceeds a rational amuscment;
while the mental powers are fully employed, the judg--
ment is properly exercised. A spirit of emulation pre-
vails ; and all are induced to vie, who shall most excel
in promoting the valuable rules of the institution.

THE FIRST SECTION.

This section of the second degree accurately elucidateg
the mode of introduction into that particular claes; and
instracts the diligent craftsman how to proceed in the pro-
per. arrangement of the ceremonies used on the occasion, -
1t qualifies him to judge of their importance, and convin-
ces him of the necessity of strictly adhering to every es-
tablished nsage of the order. Here he is entrusted with
particular tests, to enable him to prove his title to the
privileges of this degree, while satisfactory reasons are
given for their origin. Many duties, which cement in the
firmest union, well-informed brethren, are illustrated in
this section ; and an oppertunity is given to make such
advances in masonry, as will always distinguish the abi-.
lities of those who have arrived at preferment.

The knowledge of this section is absolutely necessary
for all craftsmen ; and as it recapitulates the ceremony of
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initiation, and contains many other important particulars,
po officer or member of a lodge shotld be unacquainted
with it. -

T'he plumb is an instrament made uge of by operative
masons, to raise perpendiculars, the square, to square
their work, and the level, to lay horizontals; but we, as
free and accepted masons, are tanght to make use of them.
for more noble and glorious purposes : the plumb admon-
ishes us to walk uprightly in our several stations before
God and man, squaring our actions by the square of vir-
tue, and remembering that we are travelling upon the
level of time, to < that undiscovered country, from whose
beurne no traveller returns.”

THE SECOND SECTION.

This section has recourse to the origin of the institu-
tion, and views masonry under two denominations, opera-
tive and speculative. 'These are separately considered,
and the principles on which both are founded, particular-
Jy expiained. ‘Their affinity is pointed out, by allegori-
cal figures, and typical representations. 'Fhe period stip-
. ulated for rewarding merit is fixed, and the inimitable
moral to which that circumstance alludes is explained ;
the creation of the world is described, and many particu-
Jars recited, all of which have been carefully preserved
among masons, and transmitted from one age to another,
by oral tradition.

" Circumstances of great importance to the fraternity are
here particularized, and many traditional tenets and cus-
toms confirmed by sacred and profane records. The ce-
lestial and terrestrial globes are considered ; and here the
accomplished gentleman may display his talents to advan-
tage, in the elucidation of the Orders of Architecture, the
Senses of human nature, and the liberal JArts-and Scien-
oes, Wwhich are severally classed in a regular arrange.
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ment. ' fn short, this section comtains a store of valuable
knowledge, founded on reason and sacved record, both
entertaining and instructive.

Masonry is considered under twe demowimationg—
eperative and speculative. '

* OPERATIVE MASONRY.

By operative masonry we allude to a proper applica-
tion of the usual rules of architecture, whence a structure
will derive figure, strength, and beauty, and whence will
result a due proportion, and a just correspondence in all
its parts. It furnishes us with dwellings, and convenient
shelters from the vicissitudes and inclemencies of the sea-
sons; and while it displays the effects of himan wisdom,
as wellin the choice, as in the arrangement, of the sundry
materials of which an edifice is composed, it demon-
strates that a fund of science aud industry is implanted in
man for the best, most salutary and beneficient purposes.
. SPECULATIVE MASONRY. ‘

By speculative masonry, we learn to subdue the pas.
sions, act upon the square, keep a tongue of good report,
maintain secresy, and practise charity. It is so far inter- -
woven with religion, as to lay us uuder obligations.to
pay that rational homage to the Deity, which at ence con-
stitutes our duty and -our happiness. It leads the contem-
plative to view with reverence and admiration the glori-
ous works of the creation, and inspires him with the most
exalted ideas of the perfections of his Divine Creator.

.In six days God.created the heavens and the earth,
and rested upon the seveath day ; the seveath, therefore,
our ancient brethren dedieated as a day of rest.from theie-
labours, thereby enjoying frequent opportunities to con-
template the glorious works of the creation, and to adors.
their great Creator.
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OF THE INVENTION OF ORDER IN ARCHITECTURE:

*. The ancient and original orders of architecture, rever-

ed by. masons, are no more than three, the Doric, Ionic,
and CoriNTHIAN, which were invented by the Greeks.
To these the Romans have added two; the 'Tuscan, which
they made plainer than the Doric; and the Composite,
which was more ornamental, if not more beautiful, than
the Corinthian. The first three orders alone, however,
shew invention and particular character, and essentially
differ from each other: the two others have nothing but
what is borrowed, and differ only accidentall y 3 the Tus-
can is the Doric in its earliest state ; and the Composite
is the Corinthian enriched with the lonic. To the Greeks,
therefore, and not to the Romans, we are indebted for
what is great, judicious and distinct in architecture.

- OF THE FIVE SENSES OF HUMAN NATURE,

. An analysis of the human faculties is next given in
this section, in which the five external senses particular®
ly claim attention: these are, hearing, seeing, feeling,
smelling and tasting. '

4
HEARING,

Is that sense by which we distinguish sounds, and are
capable of enjoying all the agreeable charms of music.
By it we are enabled to enjoy the pleasures of society,
and reciprocally to communicate to each other our thoughts
and intentions, our purposes and desires ; while thus our
reason is capabTe of exerting its utmost power and energy.

The wise and benificent author of nature intended by
the formation of this sense, that we should be social crea-
tures, and receive the greatest aud most important part
of oaor knowledge by the informafion of others. Kor.
these purposes we are endowed with hearing, that, by a
proper exertion of our rational powers, our happmess may
be complete
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SEEING,

Is that sense by which we distinguish objects, and in
an instant of time, without change of place or situation,
view armies in battle array, figures of the. most stately
structures, and all the agreeable variety displayed in the
landscape of nature. By this sense we find our way in
the pathless ocean, traverse the globe of earth, determine
its figure and dimensions, and delineate any region or
quarter of it. By it we measure the planetary orbs, and
make new discoveries in the sphere of the fixed stars.
Nay, more: by it we perceive the tempers and disposi-
tions, the passions and affections, of our fellow creatures,
when they wish most to conceal them, so that though the
tongue might be taught to lie and dissemble, the counte-
nance would display the hypocrisy to the discerning eye.
In fine, the rays of light which administer to this sense,
are the most astonishing parts of the animated creation,
and render the eye a peculiar object of admiration.,

Of all the faculties, sight is the noblest. The structure
of the eye, and its appurtenances, evince the admirable
contrivance of nature for performing all its various ex-
ternal and internal motions, while the variety displayed
in the eyes of different animals suited to their several
ways of life, clearly demonstrates this organ to be the
masterpiece of nature’s work,

FEELING,

Is that sense by which we distinguish the different
qualities of bodies ; such as heat and cold, hardness and
softness, roughness and smoothness, figure, solidity, mo-
tion, and extension. R

These three senses, hearing, seeing, and feeling, are
deemed peculiarly essential among masons.

SMELLING,

Is that sense by which we dlqtmgmsh odours, the va-

rious kinds of which convev different impressions to the
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mind. Animal and vegetahle bodies, and indeed most

other bodies, while exposed to the air, continually send

forth eMuvia of vast subtility, as well in the state of life

and growth, as in the state of fermentation and putrefac-

fion. These effluvia, being drawn into the nostrils along

with the air, are the means by which all bodies are

smelled. Hence it is evident, that there is a manifest
appearance of design in the great Creator’s having plant-

ed the organ of smell in the inside of that canal, through

which the air continually passes in respiration.

TASTING,

F.uables us to make a proper distinction in the choice of
our food. The organ of this sense guards the entrance
of the alimentary canal, as that of smelling guards the
entrance of the canal for respiration. From the situation
of both these organs, it is plain that they were intended
by nature to distinguish wholesome food from that which
is nauseous. . Every thing that enters into the stomach
must undergo the scrutiny of tasting; and by it we are
capable of discerning the changes which the same body.
undergoes in the different compositions of art, cookery,
ehymistry, pharmacy, &c.

. Smelling and tasting are inseparably conneeted, and it
is by the unnatural kind of life men commonly lead in
society, that these senses are rendered less fit to perform
their natural offices.

On the mind all our knowledge must depend ; what,
therefore can be a more proper subject for the investiga-
tion of masons? By anatomical discection and observa.
tion, we become acquainted with the body; but it is by
the anatomy of the mind alone we discover its powers and
principles.

To sum up the whole of this trans:-endent measure of
God’s bounty to man, we shall add, that memory, iv.agi-
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uation, taste, reasoning, moral perception, and all the activé
‘powers of the soul present a vast and boundless field for
philosophical disquisition, which far exceeds human enqui-
ry, and are peculiar mysteries known only to natare, and
to nature’s God, to whom we and all are indebted for crea-
tion, preservation, and every blessing we enjoy.

OF THE SEVEN LIBE<AL ARTS AND SCIENCES.

The seven liberal ARTs and scIENCES are next fllustras
ted in this section : it may not therefore be improper to
insert here a short explanation of them.

GRAMMAR.

Grammar teaches the proper arrangement of words ac-
cording to the idiom or dialect of any particular people ;
aud that excellency of pronunciation, which enables us
tp speak or write a language with accuracy, agreeably to
reason and correct usage.

RHETORIC.

Rhetoric teaches us to speak copiously and fluently on
any suhject, not merely with propriety alone, but with all
the advantages of force and elegance ; wisely contriving
to captivate the hearer by strength of argument and beau-
ty of expression, whether it be to entreat and exhort, to
ad'nonish or applaud.

LOGIC.

Logic teaches us to guide our reason discretionately in
the general knowledge of things, and directs our enquiries
after truth. It consists of a regular train of argumeat,
whence we infer, deduce, and conclude, according to cer-
tain premises laid down, admitted, or graMed; and in it
are employed the faculties of conceiving, judging, reason-
ing, and disposing ; all of vbvrhich are naturally led on
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from one gradation to another, till the pointin question is

finally determined.
ARITHMETIC.

Arithmetic teaches the powers and properties of num-
bers, which is variously effected, by letters, tables, figures,
and instruments. By this art, reasons and demonstra-
tions are given, for finding out any certain number,
whose relation or affinity to another is already known or
discovered.

GEOMETRY.

Geometry treats of the powers and properties of mag-
nitudes in general, where length, breadth, and thickness,
are considered, from a point to a line, from a line lo a
superficies, and from a superficies to a solid.

OF THE ADVANTAGES OF GEOMETRY.

- By this science, the architect is enabled to construct his
plans, and execute his designs; the general to arrange
his soldiers ; the engineer to mark out ground for encamp-
ments ; the geographer to give us the dimensions of the
world, and all things therein contained, to delineate the
extent of seas, and specify the divisions of empires, king-
doms and provinces; by it, also, the astronowmer is enabled
to make his observations,and to fix the duration of timesand
seasons, years and cycles. In fine, geometry is the foun-
dation of architecture, and the root of the mathematics.

. MUSIC.
Music teaches the art of forming concords, so as to com-
pose delightful harmony, by a mathematical and propor-

tional arrangement of acute, grave and mixed sounds.

This art, by a series of experiments, is reduced to a de-
monstrative science; with respect to tones, and the inter-
vals of sound. Itenquires into the nature of concords and
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discords, and enables us to find ont the proportion between
them by numbers.
", ASTRONOMY.

Astronomy is that divine art, by which we are taught
to read the wisdom, strength and beauty of the Almighty
Creator, in those sacred pages, the celestial hemisphere.
Assisted by astronomy, we can observe the motions, mea-
sure the distances, comprebend the magnitudes, and cal-
culate the periods and eclipses, of the heavenly bodies.
By it we learn the use of the globes, the system of the
world, aund the preliminary law of nature. 'While we are
employed in the study of this science, we must perceive
unparallelled instances of wisdom and goodness, and
through the whole creation, trace the Glorious Author by
his works. '

. OF THE MORAL ADVANTAGES OF GEOMETRY.

F¥rom this theme we procced to illustrate the moral ad-
vantages of Geeometry ; a subject on which the following
observations may not be unacceptable :

Geometry, the first and noblest of sciences, is the basis
on which the superstructure of masonry is erected. By
geometry we may curiously trace nature, through ber va-,
rious windings, to her most concealed recesses. By it, we
discover the power, the wisdom, and the goodness of the
Grand Attificer of the Universe, and view with delight
the proportions which connect this vast machine. By it
we discover how the planets move in their different or.
bits, and demonstrate their various revolutions. By it we
account for the return of seasons, and the variely of scenes
which each season displays to the discerning eye. Num-
berless worlds arearound us, all framed by tl.e same Di-

- vine Artist, which roll through the vast expanse, and are

all conducted by the same unerring laws of nature.
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A survey of nature, and the ohservation of her beauti-
ful proportions, first determined man to imitate the divine

plan, and study symmetry and order.” "T'his gave rise to
societies, and birth to every useful art. T'he architect be-

an to design, and the plans which he laid down, being
fmpmved by experience and time, have produced works
which are the admiration ef every age.

The lapse of time, the ruthless hand of ignorance, and
the-devastations of war, have laid waste and desiroyed
many valuable monumeats of antiquity, on which the ut-
most exertions of human genius ‘bave been cmployed.
Even the Temple of Solomon, so spacious and magnifi-
cent, and constructed by so many celebrated arlists, escap-
ed not the unsparing ravages of barbarons force. Free-
masonry, notwithstanding, has still survived. The af-
tentive ear receives the sound from the instiuctive tongue,
and the mysteries of masonry are safely lodged in the re-
pository of faithful breasts. Tools and implements of ar-
chitecture are selected by the fraternity, to imprint on the
memory wise and serious truths ; and thus, through a suc-
cession of ages, are transmitted, unimpaired, the excellent
tenets of our institution.

T'hus end the two sections of the second lecture, which, \

with the ceremony used at opening and closing the lodge,
eomprehend the whole of the second degree of masonry.
'This lecture contains a regular system of science: demon-
strated on the clearest prmcnples, and established on the
ﬂl‘mest foundation.

S e

CHAPTER X.
REMARKS ON THE THIRD DEGREE.

FRO’.W this class the rulers of reghlar bodies of masqns,
in the first three degrees; are selected ; as it is only from

/
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those wlo are capable of giving insiractien, that wie can
properly expect to receive it. 'The kcture of this degmeo;
considered separately from the duties and ceremonies api
pertaining to the degree of presiding.or past master,,is di-
vided into thvee sections.

THE FIRST SECTION.

The ceremony of initiation into the third degree is par-
ticularly specified iu this branch of the lecture, and here
many otber useful instructicns are given. '

Such is the importance of this section, that we may
safcl; declare, that the person who is unacquainted with it,
is ill qualified to act as a ruler or governor of the work.

The following passage of scripture is introduced during
the ceremonies. ‘

' : EOCLESIASTES XII. 11—,

¢ Remember now thy Creator in the days.of thy. youth,
while the evil days come not, nor the years. draw nigh,
when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them ; whilg
the sun, or the light, or the moen, or the stars, be nat
darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain : in the day
when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the
. strong men shall bow themselves, and. the. grinders coase
because they are few, and those that look, out .of the win«

dows be darkened ; and the doors shall be shut in the
streets, when the sound of the grinding is low; and’ he
shall rise up at the voice of the bird; and-all the daugh-
ters of music shall be brought lew : also when they shall
be afraid .of that which. is high, and fears shall be in the
way, and the almond;tree shall flourish, andthe grashop
per shall be a byrden, and desire shall fail; becayse man
goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the,
streets : or ever the silyer cord be loosed, or the golden
bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain,
' or the wheel broken at the cistern : then shall the dust
return to the earth as it was; and the. spirit shall: return
unto God who, gave it.” _
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© The working tools of a master mason, which re illns.
frated in this section, are all the implements of masonry
indiscriminately, but more especially the trowel.

The TROWEL is an instrument made use of by operative

masons, to spread the cement which unites a building into
one common mass ; but we, as free and accepted masons,

are taught to make use of it for the more noble and glo-
rious purpose of spreading the cement of brotherly love

" and aftection ; that cement which unites us into one sa-

cred band, or society of friends and brothers, among
whom no contention should ever exist, but that neble con-
tention, or rather emulation, of who best can work, or
best agree. .
THE SECOND SECTION. ,
This section recites the historical traditions of the or-
der, and presents to view a finished picture, of the utmost
consequence to the fraternity. It exemplifies an instance

of virtue, fortitude, and integrity, seldom equalled, and

never excelled, in the history of man.

. THE THIRD SECTION.

This section illustrates certain hieroglyphical emblems,
and inculcates many useful lessons, to extend knowledge
and promote virtue. "

In this branch of the lecture, many particulars relative
to king Solomon’s temple are considered.

The construction of this grand edifice was attended with
two remarkable circumstances. From Josephus we learn,

. that although seven years were occupied in building it,

yet during the whole term it rained not in the day time,
that the workmen might not be obstructed in their labor;
and from sacred history it appears, that there was neither
the sound of the hammer, nor axe, nor any tool of irom,
heard in the house, while it was in building.-
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"'T'his famous fabric was sapported by fourteen hundred
and fifty-three colamns, and two thousand nine hundred
and six pilasters ; all hewp from the finest Parian marble.
There were employed in its building, three grand mas-

‘ters; three thousand and three hundred masters, or over-

seers of the work ; eighty thousand fellow.crafts ; and
seventy thousand entered apprentices, or bearers of bur-
thens. All these were classed and arranged in such a
manner by the wisdom of Solomon, that neither envy, dis-
cord nor confusion were suffered to interrupt that uni-
. versal peace and tranquillity, which pervaded the world
at this important period..

We cannot farther illustrate this sectipn better, than by

explaining some of the emblematic symbols represented
in this degree,

THE POT OF INCENSE

Is an emblem of a pure heart, which is always an ac.
ceptable sacrifice to the Deity ; and, as this glows with
fervent heat, so should our hearts continually glow with
gratitude to the great and benificent author of our exis-.
tence, for the manifold blessings and comforts we enjoy.

THE BEE-HIVE

Is an emblem of industry, and recommends the p;'acticr
of that virtue to all created beings, from the highest se.
raph in heaven, to the lowest reptile of the dust. It teaches
us, that as we came into the world rational and intelli-
gent beings, so we should ever be industrious ones ; ne-
ver sitting down contented while our fellow creatures
around us are in want, when it is in our power {o relieve.
them, without inconvenicnce to oursclves.

When we take a survey of nature, we view man, in bis
“infancy, more helpless and indigent than the brutal cre:
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ation ; he lies languishing for days, months and years,
totally incapable of providing sustehance for himself, of
guarding against the attack of the wild beasts of the field,
or sheltering himself frum the inclemencies of the weather.
* It might have pleased the great Creator of heaven and
earth to have made man independent of all other beings:
baut, as dependence is one of the sirongest bonds of socie-
ty, mankind were made dependent on each other for pro-
tection and security, as they thereby enjoy better opnor-
tanities of fulfilling the duties of reciprocal love and friend-
ship. Thus was man formed for social and aciive life,
the noblest part of the work of God; and he that will so
demean himself as not to be endeavoring to add to the com-

“mon stock of knowledge and understanding, may be
deemed a drone in the hive of nature, a useless member
of society, and unworthy of our protection as masons.

THE BOOK OF COI\STITUTIONS GUARDED BY THE TYLER'S
SWORD,

Reminds us that we should be ever wdichfal and guard-
ed, in our thoughts, words, and actions, particularly when
before the enemies.of masonry ; ever bhearing in remem-
brance those truly masonic virtues, silence and ‘circum-

spection.

THE SWORD, POINTED TOgA NAKED HEART,

Demonstrates that justice will sooner or later overtake

us ; and although our thoughts, words and actions, may
be hidden from the eyes of man, yet that
ALLSEEING EYE,

‘Whom the Sux, MooN and Stars ohey, and under
whose watchful care even ComeTs perforin their stupen-

dous revolutions, pervades the inmost recesses of the hu- .

man heart, and will reward us according to our merits.
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~ THE ANCHOR AND ARK,
Are emblems of a well-grounded kope, and a well-spent
life. ‘T'hey are emblematical of that divine ark which
safely wafts us over this tempestuous sea of troubles, and
that arnchor which shall safely moor us in a peaceful bar-
hor, where the wicked cease from troubling, and the
weary shall find rest.

THE FORTY-SECOND PROBLEM OF EUCLID.*
This was an invention of our ancient friend and bro-

ther, the great Pythagoras, who, in his travels through
Asia, Africa, and Europe, was initiated into several or-
ders of priesthood, and raised to the sublime degree of
master mason. ‘This wise philosopher enriched his mind
abundantly in a general knowledge of things, and more
especially in geometry or masonry ; on this subject he
drew out many problems and theorems, and amongst the
most distinguished, he erected this, which, in the Joy of
his heart, he called Eureka, in the Grecian language, sig-
nifying, I have found it ; and upon the discovery of which,
he is said to have sacrificed a hecatomb. It teaches ma-
sous to be general lovers of the arts and sciences.

‘THE HOUR-GLASS,
Is an emblem of human life ; behold! how swiftly the
sands run, and how rapidly our lives are drawing to a

“._close. We cannot without astonishment behold the little

particles which are contained in this machine, how they
pass away almost imperceptibly, and yet, to our surprise,
in the short space of an hour, they are all exhausted.
‘Thus wastes man! to-day, he puts forth the tender leaves

* [Tarorem.] In any right-angled triangle, the square which is described
upon the side subtending the right angle, is equal to the squares described
upon the sides which contain the right angle. »

o Evcrro, Lan. 1. Prop. 47.
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of hope; to-morrow, blessoms, and bears his blushing
honors thick upon him; the next day comes a frost, which
pips the shoot, and when he thinks his greatness is still
aspiring, he falls, like autumn leaves, to enrich eur mo-
ther earth.

THE SCYTHE,

Is an emblem of time, which cuts the Dbriitle thread of
life, and launches us into etemity.——Behol(i, ‘what havoc
the scythe of time makes among the human race; if by
chance we should escape the numerous evils incident to '
chil¢hood and youth, and with that health and vigor ar-
rive to the years of manhood, yet withal we must soon be
cut down by the all-devouring scythe of time, and be ga-
thered into the land where our fathers are gone before us,

THE THREE STEPS,

Usually delineated upen the master’s carpet, are em-
blematical of the three principal stages of human life, viz.
youth, manhood, and age. In youth, as entered appren-
© tices, we ought industriously to oecupy our minds in the
attainment of useful knowledge: in manhood, as fellow
crafts, we should apply our knowledge to the discharge
of our respective duties to God, our neighbors, and our-
selves ; that so in age, as master masons, we may enjoy .
the happy reflections consequent on a well-spent life, and
die in the hope of a glorivus immortality.
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CHAPTER XI.
SUNDRY CEREMONIES.

CEREMONY OBSERVED AT LAYING THE FOUNDATION STONE
OF PUBLIC STRUCTURES.

Thais ceremony is conducted by the grand master and
his officers, assisted by the members of the grand lodge,.
and such officers .and members of private lodges as can.
conveniently attend. ‘The chief magistrate and other ci-
vil officers of the place where the building is to be erected,
also generally attend on'the occasion. "The ceremony is
thus conducted :

At the time appointed, the grand lodge is convened
at some suitable place, approved by the grand master.
A band of martial music is provided, and the brethren ap-
pear in the insignia of the order, and with white gloves
and aprons. The lodge is opened by the grand master,
and the rules for regulating the procession to and from the
place where the ceremony is to be performed, are read by
the grand secretary. The necessary cautions are then
given from the chair, and the lodge is adjourned ; after
which the procession sets out in the following order :

PROCESSION AT LAYING FOUNDATION STONES.
Two Tylers, with Drawn Swords
Tyler of the Oldest Lodge, with ditto
‘T'wo Stewards of the Oldest Lodge
Entered Apprentices
Feliow Crafts
Master Masons
Stewards
Junior Deacons
Senior Deacons
Secretaries
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- T'reasurers
8 Past Wardens
s -Junior Wardens
B Benior Wardens
Past Masters -
Royal Arch Masons
Masters
Music

Grand Tyler, with a Drawn Sword
Grand Stewards, with White Rods
A Brother, with a Golden Vessel containing Corn
Two Brethren, with Silver Vessels, one containing Wine,
and the ether Oil
Principal Architect, with Square, Level, and Plumb
Grand Secretary and Treasurer
Bible, Square and Compass, carried by a Master of
a Lodge, supported by two Stewards
Grand Chaplain
The Five Orders
Past Grand Wardens
Past Deputy Grand Masters
Past Grand Masters
Chief Magistrate of the Place
Two Large Lights, borne by two Masters of T.odges
Grand Wardens ,
One Large Light, borne by a Master of a Lodge
Deputy Grand Master
Master of the Oldest Lodge, bearing the Book of Con-
stitutions on a Velvet Cushion '
Grand Deacons, with Black Rods, on a Line seven Feet
apart
GRrRAND MASTER
Grand Sword Bearer, with a Drawn Sword
Two Stewards, with White Rods
The triumphal arch is usually erected at the place where:
the ceremony is to be performed. The procession passes
through the "arch, and the brethren repairing to their

- stands, the grand master and his officers take their places

L]
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on a tewporary platform, covered with carpet. An ode .
on masonry is sung. The grand master commands si-
lence, and the necessary preparations are made for laying
the stone, on which is engraved the year of masonry, the
name and titles of the gran'tl master, &c.

The stone is raised up, by means of an engine erected
for that purpose, and the grand chaplain or orator repeats
a short prayer. The grand treasurer then, by 'the grand
master’s command, places under the stone various sorts
of coin and medals of the present age. Solemn music is
introduced, and the stone let down into its place. The. .
principal architect then presents the working tools to the
grand master, who applies the plumb, square and level
to the stone, in their proper positions, and prenocunces it
to be ¢ WELL FORMED, TRUE, AND TRUSTY.”

The golden and silver vessels are next brought to the
table, and delivered ; the former to the deputy grand
master, and the latter to the grand wardens, who succes-
sively present them to the grand master : and he, accor-
ding to ancient ceremony, pours the corn, the wine, and
the oil which they contain, on the stone, saying

¢ May the all-bounteous author of nature bless the in-
habitants of this place with all the necessaries, cenveni.
ences and comforts of life ; assist in the erection and com-
pletion of this building; protect the workmen against
every accident, and long preserve this structure from de-
cay. - And grant to us all, in needed snpply, the Corn of
nourishment, the WINE of refreshment, and the OiL of

i0 /”

¢ Amen! So mote it be! Amen!”

He then strikes the stone thrice with the mallet, and the
public honors of masonry are given,

The grand master then delivers over to the architect
the various implements of arehitecture, entrusting . him



410 4LLUSTRATIONS OF MASONRY.

with the superintendance and direction of the work ; af-
ter which, he re.ascends the platform, and an oration
suitable to the occasion is delivered. A voluntary collec-
tion is made for the workmen, and the sum collected is
placed upon the stone by the grand treasurer. A songin
honer of masonry concludes the ceremony, after which

the procession returns to the place whence it set out, and
the lodge is closed.

.€CEREMONY OBSERVED AT THE DEDICATION OF MASONS’ HHALLS.

On the day appointed for the celebration of the cere-
mony of dedication, the grand master and bis officers, ac-
companied by the members of the graud lodge, meetin a
-convenient room near to the place where the ceremony is
to be performed, and the grand lodge is opened in ample
form in the first three degrees of masonry. :

The master of the lodge to which the hall to be dedi-
cated belongs, being present, rises, and addresses the
grand master, as follows :

% MosT WoORSHIPFUL,

4 The bretbren of — Lodge, being animated with
a desire of promoting the honor and interest of the craf ty
have, at great pains and expense, erected a masonic hall,
for their convenience and accommodation. They are now
desirous that the same should be examined by the most
* worshipful grand lodge ; and if it should meet their ap-

proba.tmn, that it shonld be solemnly dedicated to maso-
nic purposes, agreeably to ancient form.”

The grand master then directs the grand secretary to
read the order of procession, which is delivered over to
the grand marshal ; and a general charge respecting pro-
Ppriety of behnvnour, is glven by the deputy grand master,

A graud. processien is then formed in the order laid
down in pages 107-8. 'The whole moves forward to the
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ball which is to be dedicated, and upon the arrival of the
front of the processipn at the door, they halt, open to the
right and left, and face inward ; whilst the grand master,

- and others in succession, pass through and enter. The
music continues while the procession murches three times
round the hall.

The lodge is then placed in the centre ; and the grand
master baving taken the chair, under a canopy of state,
the grand officers, and the masters and wardens of the
lodges, repair to the places previously prepared for their
reception : the three lights, and the gold and silver pit-
chers, with the corn, wine and oil, are placed around the
Todge, at the head of which stands the pedestal, with the
bible open, and the square and compass laid thereon, with

- the constitation roll, on a crimson velvet cushion. Mat-
ters being thus disposed, an anthem is sung, and an ex-
ordium on masonry given ; after which the architect ad
dresses the grand\ master, as follows :
¢ Most WoRSHIPFUL,

¢« Having been entrusted with the superintendance and
management of the workmen employed in the construc-
tion of this edifice ; and having, according to the best of"
my ability, accomplished the task assigned me, I now re-
turn my thanks for the honor of this appointment, and
beg leave to surrender up the implements which were -
committed to my care, when the foundation of this fabric
was laid 5 humbly hoping, that the exertions which have
been made on this occasion, will be crowned with your
approbatiou, and that of the most worshipful grand lodge.” -

To which the grand master makes the following reply

¢ BrorTHER ARCHITECT,

¢ The skill and fidelity displayed in the execution of
the trustreposed in you at the commencement of this un.
dertaking, have secured the entive approbation of - the
graad lodge; and they sincerely pray, that this edifice’
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may conlinue a lasting monument of the taste, spirit and
liberality of its founders.” )
An ode in honor of masonry is sung, accompanied with
instrumental music.
-'The deputy grand master then rises, and says:

¢ Most WORSHIPFUL,

¢¢ The hall in which we are now assembled, and the
plan upon which it has been constructed, having met with
your approbation, it is the desire of the fraternity that it
should be now dedicated, according to ancient form and
usage.”

‘Whereupon the grand master requests all to retire but
such as are master masons. A procession is then formed,
in the following order, viz.

Grand Sword Bearer
A Past Master, with a Light
A Past Master, with Bible, Square, and Compass, on
a Velvet Cushion .
Two Past Masters, each with a Light
Grand Secretary and Treasurer, with Emblems
Grand Junior Warden, with Pitcher of Corn
- Grand Senior Warden, with Pitcher of Wine
Deputy Grand Master, with Pitcher of Oil
Grand Master
Two Stewards, with Rods

All the other brethren keep their places, and assist in
performing an ode, which continues during the proces-
sion, excepting only at the intervals of dedication. The
lodge is uncovered, and the first procession being made
round it, the junior grand warden presents the pitcher of
corn to the grand master, who pours it out upon the lodge,
at the same time pronouncing, ¢ In the name of the great
' Jenovas, to whom be all honor and glory, I do solemnly

dedicate this hall to Masowry.” The grand honors are
_given. :
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The second pracession is then made round the lodge,
and the grand senior warden presents the pitcher of wine
to the grand master, who sprinkles it upon the lodge, at
the éame time saying, ¢ In the name of holy Saint Juhn,
1 do solemnly dedicate this hall to Viztue.” The grand
honors are tirice repeated.

The third procéssion is then made round the lodge, and
the deputy grand master presents the pitcher of oil to the
grand master, who sprinkles it upon the lodge, saying,
¢ In the name of the whole fraternity, I do solemnly de-
dicaté this hall to Uxiversar BeEnevoLence.” The
grand honors are thrice repeated.

A solemn invocation is made to Heaven, by the grand
cliaplain, and an anthem sung; after which the lodge is
covered, and the grand master retires to his chair. An
oration is then delivered, and the ceremonies conclude
with music. The grand lodge is then closed in ample
form, in the several degrees.

“THE CI"REMONY OBSERVED AT FiJNERALS ACCORDING TO

ANCIENT CUSTOM: WITII THE SERVICE USED ON THE OC- -

CASION.

No mason can be interred with the formalities of the
order, unless it be by his own special request; or of his
friends, communicated to the mastér of the lodge of which
he died a member, foreigners and sojourners exeepted ;
nor unless he has been advanced to the third degree of
masonry ; and from this restriction thete can be no ex-
ception.

The master of a lodge; having received notice of a
master mason’s death, and of his request to be interred
with the ceremonies of the order, fixes the day and hour
for the funeral, and issues his command to summen the
Jodge. He may invite as mai;xy lodges as he thinks pro-
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gér, and ‘the menibers of those lodges may accompany
their officers in form ; but the whole ceremony must be
ander the direction of the master of the lodge to which
#he decensed belonged, and he and his officers must be
dely honered, and cheerfully oheyed, on the occasion.* .
But in case the deceased was not a member of either of
the attending lodges, the procession and ceremony must be
under the direction of the master of the oldest lodge.

A}l the brethren who walk in procession, should ob-
serve, as much as possible, an uniformity in their dress.
Pecent mourning, with gloves and aprons, is most suitable.

THE FUNERAL SERVICE.

The brethren being assembled at the lodge room, (or
isome other cenvenient place,) the presiding master opens
‘the lodge, in the third degree, with the usual forms ; and
‘having stated the purpose of the meeting, the service
begins. , -

Master. ¢¢ What man is he that liveth, and shall not
-g0e death ? shall he deliver his soul from the hand .of the
grave !”’

Response. ¢ Man walketh in a vain shadow ; he heap-
e¢th up riches, and cannot tell who shall gather them.”

Master. « When he dieth, he shall carry nething
-away ; his glory shall not descend after him.”

Response. ¢ Naked he came into the world, and naked
-he must return.”

Master. ¢ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken
away ; blessed be the name of the Lord !”

The grand honors are then given, and certaip forms
-used, which cannot be here explained.

* Except when the grand or deputy grand master is present and exercises
his authority.
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'The master then, taking the SACRED Rowv in his haq,d‘
says, =

 Let us die the death of the righteous, and let our last
end be like his!”

The brethren answer,

“God is our God forever and ever; he will be qur
guide even unto death !”

The master then records the name and age of tﬁe de-
ceased upon the roll, and says,

¢ Almighty Father! into thy hands we commend the
soul of our loving brother !”

The brethren answer three times, (giving the grand
honors each time,)

“'The will of God is accomplished ! so be it.”

The master then deposites the roll in the archives, and
repeats the following prayer: -

¢ Most glorious God! anthor of all good, and giver
of all mercy! pour down thy blessings wpon us, and
strengthen our solemn engagements with the ties of sin-
cere affection! May the present instance of mortality re-
mind us of our approaching fate, and draw our aitention
toward thee, the only refuge in time of need ! that when
the awful moment shall arrive, that we are about to quit
this transitory scene, the enlivening prospect of thy mercy
may dispel the gloom of death; and after our departure
hence in peace and in thy favor, we may be received into
thine everlasting kingdom, to enjov, in unign with the.
souls of our departed friends, the just reward of a pxous
and virtuous life. Amen.”

A procession is then formed, which moves to.the house
of the deceased, and from thence to the place of interment.
“The different lodges rank according to seniority, except-
ing that the lodge, of which the deceased was 2 membes,
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walks nearest the corpse. Each lodge forms one divi,
sion, and the following order is observed :

ORDER OF PROCESSION AT A FUNERAL.

Tyler, with a Drawn Sword

Stewards, with White Rods
Musicians, (if they are Masons, otherwise they follow

the T'yler)
Master Masons
_8Benior and Junior Deacons
Segretary and Treasurer
Senior and Junior Wardens
Past Masters
The Holy Writings, on a Cushion covered with Black
Cloth, carried by the Oldest Member of tie Lodge

The Master
Clergy
TuE Bopv,
‘With the Insiguia placed thereos,
and two Swords crossed,
Pall Bearers, Pall Bearers.

The brethren are not to desert their ranks, or change
phces, but keep in their different departments. When
the procession arrives at the church-yard, the members of
the lodge form a circle round the grave, and the clergy-
man and officers of the acting lodge taking their station
at the head of the grave, and the mouruers at the foot, the
service is resumed, and the followmg exhortation given:
"¢ Here we view a striking instanee of the uneertainty
of life, and the vanity of all human pursuits. ‘The last
offices paid to the dead are only useful as lectures to the
living : from thém we are to derive instruction, and con-




ILLUSTRATIONS OF MASONRY. 447

sider every solemnity of this kind as a summons to pre-
pare for our approaching dissolution.

¢¢ Notwithstanding the various mementos of mortality
witlywhich we daily meet, notwithstanding death has es-
tablished his empire over all the works of nature, yet
through some unaccountable infatuation, we forget that we
are born to die. We go on from one design to another,
* add hope to hope, and lay out plans for the employment
of many years, till we are suddenly alarmed with the ap-
proach of death, when we least expect him, and at an
hour which we probably conclude to be the meridian of
eur existence.

¢ What are all the externals of majesty, the pnde of
wealth, or charms of beauty, when nature has paid her
just debt? Fix your eyes on the last scene, and view life
stript of her ornaments, and exposed in her natural mean.
ness; you will then be convinced of the futility of those
empty delusions. o the grave, all fallacies are deteoted,
all ranks are levelled, and all distinctions are doue away,

¢ While we drop the synpathetic tear over the grave
of our deceased friend, let charity incline us to throw a
veil over his foibles, whatever they may have been, and
not withhold from his memory the praise that. his virtues
may have claimed. Suffer the apologies of buman pa-
ture to plead in his behalf. Perfection on earth has never
been aitained 3 the wisest, as well as the best of men,
have erred. .

¢ Let the present example excite our most serious
thoughts, and strengthen our resolutions of atendment.
As life is uncertain, and all earthly pursuits are vain, let
us no longer postpone the important concern of preparing
for eternity ; but embrace the happy moment, while time
.and opportunity offer, to provide against the great change,



118 HAUMTRATIONS. OF MASONRY,

when all the: pleasares of thie world shail cease to delight,
and the reflections of a virtuous life yield the enly com.
fort aud conseladion. Thus eur expectations will not be
feustrated, nor we hurried unprepared into the presence
of an all-wise and pewerful Judge, te whom the secreis
of all hearts are known.

¢ Lt us, while in this state of existence, support with
‘proptiety the character of our profession, advert to the
nature of oar selemn ties, and pursue with assiduity the
sacred tenets of our order : Then, with becoming reve.-
rence, let ws supplicate the divine grace, to ensure the fa-
vor of that eternal Being, whose goodness and power
koow no bound ; that when the awful moment arrives,
be it soon or late, we may be enabled to prosecute our
journey, without dread or apprehension, to that far distant
‘country whence no traveller retarns.

T'he following invocations are then made by the master:

Maeter. ¢ May we be true and faithful ; and may we
ltve and die in love !

dnswer. «So mote it be.”

Master. ‘ May we profess what is good, and always
act agresably to our profession !”

dAngwer. < Se mote it be.”

Master. « May the Lord bless us and proéper us; and
" may all our good intentions be crowned with success !”’

dnsmwer. < So mete it be.”

Master. « Glory be to God on high! on earth peace !
good will towards men !”

duswer. ¢ So mote it be, now, from honoefodb, and
for evermore.”

The brethren then move in procession round the place
of interment, and severally drop a sprig of evergreen into
“the grawe, accompanied with the usaal henors.
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The master then concludes the ceremony at the grave,
‘in the following werds :

* «From time immemorial it ras been a cuslom among
the fraternity of free and accepted masons, at thre request
of a brother, to accompany his corpse to the place of in-
terment, and there to deposxte his remams, with the usual
formalities.

¢In c«mkmmty to this usage, and-at thre speclal TE.
quest of our deceased brother, whose memory we revere,
and whose loss we now deplore, we have assembled in
the character of masons, to resign his body to the earth
whence it came, and to offer up to his memory, before the
world, the last tribute of our affection ; thereby’ demon-
strating the sincerity of our past esteem, and ounr steady
attachment to the principles of the order.

¢ The great Creator having been pleased, out of tiis
mercy, to remove our brother from the cares and trenbles:
of a transitory existence, to a state of eternal duration,.
and thereby to weaken the chain by which we are united,
man to man ; may we, who survive him, anticipate our
approaching fate, and be more strongly cemented in the
ties of union and friendship ; that, duriag the short.space
allotted to our present existence, we may wisely and use-
fully employ our time ; and in the reciprecal intercourse
of kind and friendly acts, matually promote the welfare
and happiness of each other.

4 Unto the grave we-resign the body of our deceased
‘friend, there to.remain ubntil the general resurrection; :in
favorable expectation that his immortal soul -may then
partake of joys which have been prepared for the righteous
from the beginning ef the world. .And may Almighty
Gad, of his infinite goodness, at the grand tribunal of un-
biamsed justice, extend his mercy towards him, and allef
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us, and crown our hope with everlasting bliss in the ex-
panded realms of a boundless eternity ! This we beg, for
the honor of his name ; to whom be glory, now and for-
ever. Amen.” '

Thus the service ends, and the procession returrs in
form to the place whence it set out, where the necessary
duties are complied with, and the business of masonry is
renewed. The insignia and ornaments of the deceased,
if an officer of a lodge, are returned to the master, with
the usual ceremonies, after which the charges for regulat-
ing the conduct of the brethren are rehearsed, and the
lodge is closed.

NOTES:

Where etitered apprentices and fellow crafts wish to join in the procession,
the lodge should be first adjourned to meet again at such an hour as they may
appoint—after which adjournment they may join.

The grand honors ought, in all cases, to be given in presence of the corpse :
but where, from inevitable necessity, that is prevented, they may be given in
the lodge room.

« Cln T ——————————— »

CHAPTER XIL
REMARKS ON THE FOURTH, OR MARK MASTER MASON’S DE-
GREE.
'l HIS degree of masonry was not less useful in its orl-’
ginal institntion, nor are its effects less beneficial to man-.
kiid, than those which precede it.

By the influence of this degree, each operative mason,
at the erection of the temple of Salomon, was known and
distingnished by the Senior Grand Warden. .

By its effects, the disorder and confusion that might
otherwise have attended so immense an undertaking was
eompletely preveoted ;5 and not only the craftsmen them-
selves, who were eighty thousand in pumber, but every
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part of their workmanship, was discriminated with the
grealest nicety, and the utmost facility. If defects were
found, by the help of this degree the overseers were ena-
bled without difficulty to ascertain who was the faulty
workman : so that all deficiencies might be remedied,
without injuring the credit, or diminishing the reward, of
the industrious and faithful of the craft.

CHARGE TO BE READ AT OPENING THE LODGE.

¢ Wherefore, brethren, lay aside all malice, and guile,

- and hypocrisies, and envies, and all-evil speakings.

«If so be, ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious, to
whom coming as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed
of men, but chosen of God, and precious ; ye also, as live
-ing stones, be ye built up a spiritual house, an holy priest.
hood, to offer up sacrifices acceptable to God.

% Wherefore, also, it is contained in the scriptures,
Behold, I lay in Zion, for a foundation, a tried stone, a
precious. corner stone, a sure foundation ; he that believ-
eth shall not make haste to pass it over. Unto you, there-
fore, which believe, it is an honor; and even to them
which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disal-
lowed, the same is made the head of the corner.

¢ Brethren, this is the will of God, that with well- domg
ye put to silence the ignorance of foolish men. As free,
and not using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness,
but as the servants of God. Honor all men, love the bro-
therhood, fear God.””"

REMARKS ON THE FOURTH LECTURE.

THE FIRST SECTION.

The first section explains the manner of convocating
and opening a mark master’s lodge. It teaches the sta-

Q
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tions and duties of the respective officers, and recapita.
lates the mystic ceremony of introducing a candidate.

In this section is exemplified the regularity and good
order that was preserved by the craftsmen on Mount Li-
banus, and in the plains and quarries of Zeredathah, and
ends with a beautiful display of the manner in which
one of the principal events orlgmated, which characterizes
this degree.

THE SECOND SECTION.

In the second section the mark master is particularly
instructed in the origin and history of this degree, and the
indispensable obligations he is under to stretch forth his
assisting hand to the relief of an indigent and worthy bro-
ther, to a certain and specified extent.

The progress made in architecture, particularly in the
reign of Solomon, is remarked ; the number of artists em-
ployed in building the temple of Jerusalem, and the pri-
vileges they enjoyed, are specified ; the mode of reward-
ing merit, and of punishing the guilty, are pointed out;
and the marks of distinction, which were conferred on our
ancient brethren, as the rewards of excellence, are named.

In the course of the lecture, the following texts of scrip-

ture are introduced and explained, viz.
. Rev. of St. John, ii. 17.—T'o him that overcometh will
I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a
white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which
no man knoweth saving him that receiveth it.

2 Chron. ii. 16.—And we will cut wood out of Leba-
non, as much as thou shalt need ; and we will bring it to
thee in floats by sea to Joppa, and thou shalt carry it up
to Jerusalem.

~ Psalm cxviii. 22.—The stone which the builders re.
fused, is become the head stone of the corner.
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Mait. xxi. 42.—Did ye never read in tho scriptures,
"T'he stone which the builders rejected, is become the head
of the corner ?

Mark xii. 10.—And have ye not read this scripture,
The stone which the builders rejected, is become the head
of the corner ?

Lulre xx. 17.—What is this, then, that is written, The
stone which the builders rejected, is become the head of
the corner ?

JActs iv. 11.—T'his is the stone which was set at nought
of you, builders, which is become the head of the carner.

Rev. iii. 13.——He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear.

Exeliel xliv. 1—3 and 5.—Then he brought me back
the way of the gate of the outward sanctuary, which look-
eth toward the east, and it was shut. Then said the Lord
unto me, This gate shall be shut, it shall not be opened,
and no man shall enter in by it; because the Lord, the
God of Israel, hath entered in by it, therefore it shall be
shut. Tt is for the prince; the prince he shall sit in it to
eat bread before the Lord : he shall enter by the way of
the porch of that gate, and shall go out by the way of the
same. Aud the Lord said unto me, Son of man, mark
well, and behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine
ears, all that I say unto thee concerning all the ordinana
ces of the house of the Lord, and all the laws thereof;
and mark well the entering in of the house, with every
going forth of the sanctuary.

The working tools of a mark-master are the chisel and
mallet.

The chisel morally demonstrates the advantages of dis-
ciplin’, and education. The miund, like the diamond in
its 01" rinal state, is rude and unpolished ; but, as the ef-
fect of w...” ~Lon the external coat soon presents to view
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the latent beauties of the diamond, so education discovers
the latent virtues of the mind, and draws them forth to
range the large field of matter and space, to display the
* summnit of human knowledge, our duty to God and to man,

‘I'he mallet morally teaches to correct irregularities, and
to reduce man to a proper level ; so that, by quiet de-
portment, he may, in the school of discipline, learn to be
content. W hat the mallet is to the workman, enlightened
" reason is to the passions ; it curbs ambition, it depresses
envy, it moderates anger, and it encourages good disposi-
tions ; whence arises, among good masons, that comely

order—
¢ Which nothing earthly gives, or can destroy—
“ The soul’s calm sun-shing, and the heart-felt joy.”

CHARGE TO BE DELIVERED WHEN A CANDIDATE IS ADVANCED
TO THE FOURTH DEGREE.

¢ BROTHER,

¢ I congratulate you on having been thounght worthy of
being promoted to this honorable degree of masonry. Per-
mit me to impress it on your mind, that your assiduity
should ever be commensurate with your duties, which
become more and more extensive as you advance in ma-
sonry.

¢ The situation to which you are now promoted will
draw upon you not only the scrutinizing eyes of the world
at large, but those also of your brethren, on whom this
degree of masonry has not begn conferred: all will be
justified in expecting your conduct and behaviour to be
such as may with safety be imitated.

“In the honorable character of mark master mason, it
is more particularly your duty to endeavor to let your con-
duct in the world, as well as in the lodge and among your
brethren, be such as may stand the test of the Grand Over-
seer’s square, that you may not, like the unfinished and
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imperfect work of the negligent and unfaithfal of former
times, be reje-ted and thrown aside, as unfit for that spi.
ritual building, that house not made with hands, eternal
in the heavens. .

*¢ While such is your conduct, should misfortunes assail
you, should friends forsake you, should envy traduce
your good name, and malice persecute yvou ; yet may you .
have confidlence, that among mark master masons you will
find friends wno will administer relief to your distresses,
and comfort your afllictions; ever bearing in mind, as a
consolation under all the frowns of fortune, and as an en.
couragement to hope for better prospects, that the stone
which the builders rejected (possessing merits to them un.
known) became the chief stone of the corner.”

PREVIOUS§ TO CLOSING THE LODGE, THE FOLLOWING PARABLE
~ 18 RECITED.

" MATTHEW XX. 1—16.

¢ For the kingdom of heaven is like unte a man that is
an householder, which went out early in the morning teo
hire laborers into his vineyard. And when he had agreed
with the laborers for a penny a day, he sent them into his
vineyard. And he went out about the third hour, and
saw others standing idle in (he market place, and said
unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever
is right 1 will give you. And they went their way. Again
he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did like-
wise. And about the eleventh hour, he went out, and
found others standing idle, and saith unto them, Why
stand ye here all tle day idle? They say unto him, Be-
cause no-man hath hired us. = He saith unto them, Go ye
also into the vineyard, and whatsvever is right, that shall
yereceive. So when even was come, the lord of the vine-
yard saith unto his steward, Call the laborers, and give
them their hire, beginning from the last unto the first.
And when they came that were hired about the eleventh
hour, they received every man a penny. But when the
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first came, they supposed that they should have received
more, and they likewise received every man a peunny,
And when they had received it, they murmured against
the good man of the house, saying, These last have
wrought but one hour, and thou hast made them equal
unto us, which have borne the burthen and heat of the
day. But he answered one of them, and said, Friend,
I do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me for a
peuny ? Take that thine is, and go thy way; I will give
unto this last even as unto thee. Is it not lawful for me
to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil be-
cause I am good ? So the last shall be first, and the first
last: for many be called, but few chosen.”

The ceremony of closing a lodge in this degree, when
_properly conducted, is peculiarly interesting. It assists
in strengthening the social affections ; it teaches us the
duty we owe to our brethren in particular, and the whole
family of mankind in general, by ascribing praise to the
meritorious, and dispensing rewards to the diligent and
industrious.
THE FOLLOWING SONG IS SUNG DURING THE CLOSING CERE.’
MONY.
I
‘Maxx MasTERs, all appear
Before the Chief O’erseer;
In concert move :
Let him your work inspect,
TFor the Chief Architect,
If there is no defect,
He will approve.
II.
Those who lave pass’d the Square,
For your rewards prepare ; :
Join heart and hand :
Each with his mark in view,
March with the just and true ;
‘Wages to you are ue,
At your commang.
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HI.
Hiram, the widow’s son, '
Sent unto Solomon
Our great Key-Stone ;
On it appears the name
‘Which raises high the famg
Of all to whom the same
Is truly known.
1V,
Now to the Westward move,
Where full of strength and love;
Hiram doth stand ;
But if impostors are
Mix’d with the worthy there,
Caution them to beware
Of the right hand.
Y.
Now to the praise of those
‘Who triumph o’er the foes
Of masons’ art ;
To the praiseworthy three,
Who founded this degree«
May all their virtues be
Deep in our hearts.

——————_

CHAPTER XIIL

®|EMARKS ON THE SIXTH OR MOST EXCELLENT MASTER’S DE-
GREE.

NONE but the meritorious and praiseworthy ; none but
those who through diligence and industry have progressed
far towards perfection; none but those who have been
seated in the Oriental Chair, by the suffrages of their
brethren, can he admitted to this degree of masonry.

In its original establishment, when the temple of Jéru-
salem was finished, and the fraternity celebrated the cape-
stone with great joy, it is demonstrable that none but those
who had proved themselves to be complete masters of
their profession were admitted to this honor; and indeed
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the duties incumbent on every mason who is accepted and
acknowledged as a most excellent master, are sach as
render it indispensable that he should have a perfect know-
ledge of all the preceding degrees.

One of the following passages of scripture are rehearsed
at opening, accompanied by solemn ceremonies :

PSALM XXIV.

¢'The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof ; the
world, and they that dwell therein. For he hath founded
it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods. Who
shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? and who shall
stand in bis holy place? He that hath clean hands, and
a pure heart; who hath not lift up his soul unto vanity,
nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from
the Lord, and righteousness from the God of his salva-
tion. This is the generation of them that seek him, that
seek thy face, O Jacob. Selah. Lift up your heads, O ye
gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, and the
King of Glory shall come in. Who is this King of
Glory ? The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty
in battle. Lift up your heads, O ye gates, even lift them
~up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of Glory shall
come in. Who is this King of Glory? The Lord of
Hosts, he is the King of Glory. Selah.”

PSALM OXXII.

«T was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into
the house of the Lord. Our feet shall stand within thy
gates, O Jerusalem. Jerusalem is builded as a city that
is compact together : whither the tribes go up, the tribes
of the Lord, unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks
unto the name of the Lord. For there are set thrones of
judgument, the thrones of the house of David.
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% Pray for the peace of Jerusalem j they shall prosper
that love thee. Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity
within thy palaces. For my brethren and companions’
sakes, I will now say, Peace be within thee. Because of
the house of the Lord our God, I will seek thy good.”

The following passages -of ‘scripture are also intro-
duced, accompanied with solemn ceremonies : '

2 CHRON. VI

]:“ Then said Solomon, the Lord hath said that he |
would dwell in the thick darkness. But I have built an
Teuse of habitation for thee, and a place for thy dwellm,,
forever.

¢ And the king tarned his face, and blessed the whole
congregation of Israel (and all the congregation of Tsrael
-stood :) And he said, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
who hath with bis hands fulflled that which he spake
with his mouth to niy father David, saying, Since the day
that I brought forth my people out of the land of Egypt,
I chose no city among all the tribes of Israel to build an
house in, that my name might be there ; neither chose I
any man to be a ruler over my people Israel : but I have
chosen Jerusalem, that my name thight be there ; and have
chosen David to be over my people Israel.

“Now, it was in the heart of David, my father, to build

“an house for the name of the Lord God of Israel. But

the Lord said to David my father, Forasmuch as it was in
thine heart to build an house for my name, thou didst well
in that it was in thine heart: notwithstanding, thou shalt
not build the house ; but thy son, which shall come forth
out of thy loins, he shall build the house for my name.
Fhe Lord, therefore, hath performed his word that he
hath spoken; for 1 am risen up in-the room of David my

father, and am set on the throne of Ierael, as the Lerd -
R
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prowised, and have built the house for the name of the
Lard God of 1srael: and in it bave I put the ark, wherein
is the covenant of the Lord, that he hath made with the
children of Israel.

¢¢ And he stood before the altar of the Lord in the pre-
sence of all the congregation of Israel, and spread forth
his hands, -(for Solomon had made a brazen scaffold of
five cubits leng, and five cubits broad, and three cubits
bigh, and had set. it in the midst of the court; and upon
it he stood, and kneeled down upon his knees before all
the congregation of Israel, and spread forth his hands to-
ward heaven,) and said,

. ¢ 0 Lord God of Israel, there is no God like thee in
the heaven nor in the earth ; which keepest covenant-and
'shewest mercy unto thy servants that walk before thee
with all their hearts : thou which hast kept with thy ser-
vant David my father, that which thou hast promised
him ;. and spakest with thy month, and hast fulfilled it
with thine bhand, as it is this day. Now, therefore, O
Lord God of Isrnel, keep with thy servant David my fa-
ther that which thou hast promised him, saying, There
shall not fail thee a man in my sight to sit upon the throne
of Israel ; yet so that thy children take heed to their way

to walk in my law, as thou hast walked before me. Now .

then, O Lord God of Israel, let thy word be verified
which' thou hast apoken unto thy servant David. (But
will God in very deed dwell with men on the earth! Be-
hold, heaven, and the heaven of heavens, cannot contain
thee ; 'how much less this house which I have builded ?)
.Ha\fe respect, therefore, to the prayer of thy servant, and
to his supplication, O Lord my God, to hearken unto the
- cry and the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee:
that thine eyes may open upon thls house day and night, -
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upon the place whereof thou hast said that thow,wouldent
put thy name there; to hearken unto-the prayer whigh:
thy servaat prayeth toward this place, - . ...

“ Hearken, therefore, unto the supplications of thy ser-.
vant, and of thy ppaple Israel, which they shall make to-.
ward this place : Hear thou from thy dwelling-place; evers
from heaven; and, when thou hearest, forgive.’} ..

- T*If a man sin against his neighbor, and ap eath, be
laid upon him to make him swear, and the oath come be-
fore thine altar in this house : Then hear thou,from hea-
ven, and do and judge thy servanis, hy -regaiting the
wicked, by recompensing his way upon, his own head ;
and by Justifyiog the righteous, by giving him accordmg
to his righteousness. .

.86 Aml if thy people Tsrael be put to the wqrse beforc:
the enemy, because they have sinned against thee, ang
shall return and confess thy. yame, and pray and make,
supplication before thee in this house: Then hear tho,
from the heavens, and forgwe the sin of thy people Is-
rael, and bring them againunto the land which thou gav.
est togthem and to then' fathers.

% When the heaven is shut up, “and there %s no rain, .
becayse they have sinned against thee s yet if they pray
toward this place, and confess thy name, and turn from
their sin when thou dost afflict them : Then hear thou
from heaven, and forgive the sin of thy servants, and of
thy people Isracl, when thou hast taught them the good
way wherein they should walk ; and send rain upen thy
‘land, which thou hast given uato thy people for ap inhe-
ritance.

«If there be dearth in the land, if there be peshlence,
if there be:blasting or mildew, locusts or caterpillars ; if
their enemies hesiege them in the cities of their land :
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whatsoever sore-or ‘whatsoever sickness there be : Then.
whatprayer, gr what :supplication soever shall be made.
of any man, or of all thy. people Isracl, when every one
sh&ll know bis own sore, and his ewn' grief, and shall
spread forth his hands in.this -house : Then hear thow
from: heaven thy dwelling.place, aund forgive, and render
unto every man according unto all.his ways: whose heart
thou knowest 3 {for thou only knowest the hearts of tie
children of men:):that they ‘may fear thee, to walk in thy
ways so long astthey: live in the. land which thou gavest
unto our fethers,” - - - -t -

¢ Morebver, concerning the siranver, which is- not of
thy people Israel, but is comne from a far country for thy*
great name’s sake, and thy mighty hand, and thy stretch:
ed out arm 5 if they come and pray in this Louse': - Fhin
hear thou fmm the heavens, even' from thy dwellmg-
place and‘do according to 41l that the stranger calleth to
thee for ; that all people of the earth may know thy name,
afid fear thee, as doth thy people Israel ; and may know
that'this hotise; which I'have bmlt, is ca}led by thy name. -

«If thy peoble go out to war against their eneniies by
thie way that thou shalt send them, and they pray unto
thee toward this city’ which thén hast chosén, and the
house Which T jyi\'e built fof thy name : Then hear thon
fmm thé heavens theu' praye'r and thur supp]xcatwn, and'
maintain their cauge.' ‘

oIt they sify against thee, (for there is no man which'
sinneth not,) and' thou ‘be angry with them, and deliver
© them' o¥&r beforé'their enemies, and they carry them aw ay
captives unto a land far off or near : yet if they bethink
themselves in-the larid whithér they are carried captive,
and turn aiid pray unto thee in the land of their captivity,
saying, We have sinned, we have done amiss, and have
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dealt wickedly ; if they return to thee with all their heart,
and with all their soul, in the land of their captivity,
whither they have carried them captives, and pray toward
their lamxl which thou gavest unto their fathers, and to- -
ward the clty which thou hast chosen, and toward tke
house which I have built for thy name : Then hear thou
from the heavens, even from thy dwellmg place, their
pm) er and their suppllcahons, and maintain their cause,
and forgue thy people’which have sinned against thee.

“l\ oW, my God, let, 1 beseech thee, thine eyes be open,
and et thine ears be attept unto the prayer that is made
in this place.

«Now, therefore, anse, 0 Lord God mto thy restmg-
placey thou, and the ark. of thy strength let thy priests,
0 Lord God. be clothed with salvatmn, and let thy saints
rejowe in goodness

«0) Lord God, furn not‘!uway the Tace ‘of ‘thine anpint.
ed: remember the merc1es of David tlly servant ”]

2onhom VIiL {—4. '

[“ 'Now, when’ Solomon had’made an ‘end of brzcym
the fire' came down from h(:aVen, and cotisumed the burnt-
offéring'and the’ sacrifices; and the glory “of the Lord
filled the house. And the priests could not enter into the
house of the Lord, because the glory of the Lord had filled
the Lord’s house.

¢ And when all the children of Israel saw how the fire
came down, and the glory of the Lord upon the house,
they bowed themselves with their faces to the gronnd upon
the pavement, and worshipped, and praised the Lord,
saying, For he is guod 5 for his mercy endureth forever:”]
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CHARGE:TO lE IE.LIVERED TO A BROTHER WHO I§ AGCEPTE_D
AND ACKNO\VLEDGED AS A MOST EXCELLE‘WI‘ MASTER. "

“ Bno'rx-mn, .

« Your admittance to this degree of masonry, is a proof .
of the good opinion the brethren of this lodge enterfain of °
your masonic abilities. 'Let this consideration induce yon
to be caréful of  forfeiting, by misconduct and inattention
to our rules, that esteem which has ralsed you to the rank
you now possess. :

¢It is one of your great duhes, 4s 2 most excellent mas-
ter, to dispense Tight and truth to the uninformed mas n i
~and 1 need not remind you of ‘the impossihility of com.
"plying with this obligation without possessing an accurate
acquamtance with the lectures of each degiee.

* ¢ If you are not already completely conyersanf fi AF
thie ‘degrees heretofore confeired on you, remember, that
an indulgence, prompted by a belief that you, will apply
yourself ‘with double dﬂlgence to make yourself so, has
inducéd ‘thie Liréthren to accept you. ' -
.+ ¢ Let it therefore be your unremitting study, to acquire

such km?wledge and-information as may enable you- to
dlscharge the important duty of most excellent master,
with honor to yourself, and satisfaction and ad\antage»tq

thefratgrnlty” L O SR P

. " CHAPTER XIV.
OBSERVATIONS ON THE SEVE\TTH OR DEGREE OF ROYAL ARC'.H
e - ’M&SON: .

THIS deg}tee is mdescrﬂ)ably more august, subhme, and
important, thau all which precede it; and is the. summit
and perfection of ancient masoonry. It impresses on our
minds a belief of the being and existerice of a Supreme
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Deity, without beginning of days, or.end of yea'rs; and
reminds us of the reverence due to his holy name.

This degree brings to light many essentials of the craft,
which were for the space of four hundred and seventy
years buried in darkness; and without a knowledge of
which, the masonic character cannot be complete. .

The following passage of scripture is read at opening:

2 THESSALONIANS. III. 617,

“ Now we command you, brethren, that ye withdraw
yourselves-from every brother that walketh disorderly,
and not after the tradition which ye received of us. For
yourselves know how ye ought to follow us, for we be-
haved ourselves not disorderly among you. Neither did
we eat any man’s bread for nought, but wrought with labor

and travail day and night, that we might not be charge.

able to any of you. Not because we have not power, but
to make ourselves an example unto you to follow us. For
even when we were with you, this we commanded you,
that if any would not work, neither should he eat: For
we hear there are some who walk among you disorderly,
working not at all, but are busy-bodies. Now, them that
are such, we command and exhort, that with quietness
they work, and eat their own bread. But ye, brethren,
be ye not weary in well doing. And if any man obey
not our word, note that man, and have no company with
him, that he may be ashamed. Yet count him not as an
enemy, but admonish him as a brother. Now the Lord
of peace himself give you peace always. The salutation
of Paul, with mine own hand, which is the token :.so I
write.”” : :

OBSERVATIONS ON THE SEVENTH LECTURE.
The lecture of this degree is divided into two sections,

and should be well understood by every royal arch ma-

son ; upon an accurate acquaintance with it, will depend
his usefulness at our assemblies ; and without it, he will

\
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be unqualified to perfo;m the duties of the various stations

iw which his services may be required by the cbapter..
THE FIRST SECTION.

The first section opens to our view a large field for con-
templation and study. It furnishes us mth many inte-
resting particulars relative to the state of the fraternity,
during and since the reign of king Solomon; and illus.
trates the causes and consequences of some very important
events which occurred during his reign.

This section explains the mode of government in tlns
class of masons; it designates the appellation, number,

and situation, of the several officers; and points out the:

purposes and duties of their respective stations.
T SECOND SECTION.

This section contains much valuable historical infor-
mation, and proves, beyond the power of contradiction,

and in the most striking colors, that prosperity and hap-

piness are eyer the ultimate consequences of virtue and

justice, while disgrace.and ruin invariably follew the:

practices of vice and immorality.

A proper arrangement of the fo]lowmg charges, &e. is-

essentially necessary to be observed in every chapter;
and their application should be familiar to every royal
arch mason.

Isaiak xlii. 16.—¢1 will bring the blind by a way that

they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have
not known ; I will make the darkness light before them,
and crooked things straight : These things will I do unto
them, and will not forsake them.”

PRAYER REHEARSED DURING THE CEREMONY OF EXALTATION
TO THE DEGREE OF ROYAL ARCH MASON.

¢ Supreme Architect of Universal Nature, who, by

thine alnighty word, didst speak into being the stupens
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dous Arch of Heaven, for the instruction and pléasure of
thy rational creatures, didst adorn us with greater and
lesser lights ; thereby magnifying thy power, and endear-
ing thy goodness unto the sons of men : we humbly adore
and worship thine unspeakable perfection. We bléss
thee that when man had fallen from his innocence and his
happiness, thou didst still leave unto him the powers .of
reasoning, and capacity of improvement and of pleasure.
‘We thank thee that amidst the pains and calamities of our
present state, so many means of refreshment and satisfac-
tion are reserved unto us, while travelling the rugged
path of life. Especially would we at this time render
thee our thanksgiving and praise for the institution, as
members of which we are at this time assembled, and for
all the pleasures we have derived from it. We thank
thee that the few here assembled before thee, have been
- favored with new inducements, and laid under new and
stronger obligations, to virtue and holiness. May these
obligations, Oh blessed Father, have their full effect upon
us. Teach us, we pray thee, the true reverence of thy -
great, mighty,”and terrible name. Inspire us with a firm
" and unshaken resolution in our virtuous pursuits. Give
us grace diligently to search thy word in the Book of
Nature, wherein the duties of our high vocation are in-
culcated with divioe authority. May the solemnity of the
ceremonies of our institution be duly impressed on our
minds, and have a lasting and happy effect upon our lives.
Oh thou who didst aforetime appear unto thy servant .
Moses in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush, en-
kindle, we besecch thee, in each of our hearts, a flame of
devotion to thee, of love to each other, and of charity to
all mankind. May.all thy miracles ard mighty works
S
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fill us witlr the dread, and thy goodness impress us with

the love, ¢f thy holy name. JMay holiness to the Lord be
engraven on all our thoughts, words and actions. May
the incente of piety ascend continually unto thee from the
attar of our hearts, and burn, day and night, as a sacri-
fice of a sweet smelling savour, well pleasing unto thee.
A4 since sin has destreyed within us the first temple of
puiity and innocence, may thy heavenly grace guide and
agsist us in rebuilding a second temple of reformation, and
may the glory of this latter house be greater than the glory
of the former. Amen.”

Ezodus iii. 1—6. ¢ Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro,
- his father-in law, the priest of Midian; and he led the
flock to the back side of the desert, and came to the moun-
tain of God, even to Horeb. And the angel of the Lord
appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a
bush : and he looked, and behold. the bush burned with
~ fire, and the bush was not consumed. And Moses said,
I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the
bush is not burned. And when the T.ord saw that he
turned aside to se¢, God called unto him out of the midst
of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here
am I.  And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy
shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou stand-
est is holy ground. Moreover he said, I am the God of
thy father, the God of Abrabam, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face, for he was
afraid to look upon God.”

2 Chron. xxxvi. 11—20. ¢ Zedekiah was one and twenty

years old when he began (o reign, and he reigned eleven '

years in Jerusalem. And he did that which was evil in
the sight of the Lord his God, and humbled not himself
before Jeremiah the prophbet, speaking from the mouth of
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the Lord. And he also rehelled against king Nebuchad-
nezzar, and stiffened his neck,” and hardéned his heart
from turning unto the Lord God of Israel.

¢ Moreover all the chief of the priests and the people
transgressed very much, after all the abominations of the
heathen, and polluted the house of the Lord, which be
had hallowed in Jerusalem. And the Lord God of their
fathers sent to them by his messengers ; because he had
compassion on his people, and on his dwelling place.
But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised
his words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of
the Lord arose against his people, till there -was oo re-
medy. ‘Therefore he brought upon them the king of the
Chaldees, who slew their young men with the sword, in
the house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion upon

* Young men, qr maiden, old men, or him that stooped for

age: he gave them all into his hand. Angd all the ves.
sels of the house of God, great and small, and the trea-
sures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the
king, and of his princes ; all these he brought to Babylon.
And they burnt the house of God, and brake down the

- wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces thereof with

fire, and destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof. And
them that had escaped from the sword carried he away te
Babylon : where they were servants to him and his sons,
until the reign of the kingdom of Persia.”

Ezra i. 1—3. «Now in the first year of Cyrus, king
of Persia, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus, king of
Persia, that he made a proclamation thronghout all his
kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith
Cyrus, king of Persia, the Lord God of heaven hath given
me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he hath charged me
to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
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‘Who is there among you of all his people? his God be
with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in
Judah, and build the house of the Lord God of Israel,
which is in Jerusalem.”

Exodus iii. 18, 14. ¢ And Moses said unto God, Be-
hold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall
say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me
unto you ; and they shall say to me, What is his name ?
what shall I say unto them ?

¢ And God said unto Moses, I am AT 1 AM: And
thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I Am hath
sent me unto you.”

Psalm cxli. ¢ Lord, 1 cry unto thee : make haste unto
me : give ear unto my voice. Let my prayér be sct forth
before thee as incense, and the lifting up of my hands as
the evening sacrifice. Set a watch, O Lord, before my
mouth ; keep the door of my lips. Incline not my heart
" to any evil thing, to practise wicked works with men that
work iniquity. Let the righteous smite me, it shall be a
kindness ; and let him reprove me, it shall be an excel-
‘lent oil. Mine eyes are unto thee, O God the Lord : in
thee is my trust; leave not my soul destitute. Keep me "
from the snares which they have laid for me, and the gins
of the workers of iniquity. Let the wicked fall into theie
own nets, whilst that I withal escape.”

Psalm cxlii. «1 cried unto the Lord with my voice :
with my voice unto the Lord did I make my supplication.
I poured out my complaint before bim : I shewed before
him my trouble. When my spirit was overwhelmed
within me, then thou knewest my path: in the way
wherein I walked have they privily laid a snare for me.
T looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was no
. man that would know me: refuge failed me: pe man
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_cared for my soul.. I crled unto’ thee, O Lord: I said,
‘"Thou art my refuge, and my portion in the land of the

living. Attend unto my cry; forTam brought very low:
deliver me from my persecutors; for they are strongei
than I.  Bring my soul out of darkness, that I may praise
thy name.”

Psalm cxliii. « Hear my prayer, O Lord ; nge ear to
my supplications : in thy faithfulness answer me, and in
thy righteousness. And enter not into judgment with thy
servant : for in thy sight shall no man living be justified.
For the enemy hath persecuted my soul ; he hath smitten

“my life down to the ground : he hath made me to dwell

in darkness. 'Therefore is my spirit overwhelmed within
me : my heart within me is desolate. Hear me speedily,
O Lord ; my spirit faileth : hide not thy face from: me,
lest I be like unto them that go down into the pit. Cause
me to hear thy loving kindness in the morning ; for in
thee do I trust: cause me to know the way wherein I
should walk ; for I lift up my soul unto thee. Teach
me to do thy will ; for thou art my God : bring my soul
out of trouble, and of thy mercy cut off mine enemies, for
T am thy servant.”

Exodus iv. 1—10. % And Moses answered and said,
Bat behold, they will not believe me, nor hearken unto
thy voice: for they will say, The Lord hath not appeared
unto thee. And the Lord said unto him, What is that in
thine hand ? And he said, A rod. Aud he said, Cast it
on the ground ; and he cast it on the ground, and it be-
came a serpent; and Moses fled from before it. "And the
Lord said unto Moses, put forth thine hand, and take it
by the tail. And he put forth his hand and cau"ht it, and
it became a rod in his hand. 'T'hat they may believe that
the Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the
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God of Isaxc, and the God of Jacoh, hath appeared unto
thee.¥

¢ And the Lord said furthermore unto him, Put now
thine hand into thy bosom ; and he put his hand into his
besom : and when he took it out, behold, his hdnd was

" leprous as snow. And he said, Put thine hand into thy
{bosom again : and he put his hand into his bosom again, -
and plucked it out of his bosom and, behold, it was turn-
ed again as his other flesh. And it shall come to pass,
if they will not believe thee, neither hearken to the voice
of the first sign, that they will believe the voice of the
latter sign.

¢¢ And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe also
these two signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, that.thon
shalt take of the water of the river, and pour it upon the
dry land : :and the water which thou takest out of the ri-
ver, shall become blood upon the dry land.”

Haggai ii. 1—9, 23. “In the seventh month, in the
one and twentieth day of the month, came the word of the
Lord by the prophet Haggai, saying, Speak now to Ze-
rubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to
Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and to the
residue of the people, saying, Who is left among you that
saw this house in her first glory ? and how do ye see it
now? is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing?
Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, and be strong, O Joshua,
son of Josedech the high priest, and be strong all ye peo-
ple of the land, and work : for I am with you, accerding

_to the word which I covenanted with yod when ye came
out of Egypt, so my spirit remaineth among you : fearye °
mot. For thus saith the Lord of hosts, Yet once, it is a
little while, and T will shake the heavens, and the earth,
and the sea, and the dry land : and 1 will shake all na--
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tions, and the desire of all nations shall come, and T will
fill this house with glory. The silver is mine, and the
gold is mine. The glory of this latter house shall be
greater than of the former, and in this place will I give
peace.” .

¢ In that day will I take thee, O Zerubbabel, my ser-
vant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the Lord, and will makq
thee as a signet: for I have chosen thee.”

Zechariah iv. 6—10. ¢This is the word of the Lord
unto Zerubbabel, saying, not by might or power,
but by my spirit. Who art thou, O great mountain ? be.
fore Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain, and he shall
bring forth the head &tone thereof with shouting, crying,
Grace, grace, unto it. Moreover the word of the Lord
came unto me, saying, The hands of Zerubbabel have
laid the foundation of this house, his hands shall also
finish it; and thou shalt know that the Lord of hosts hath
sent me unto you. For who hath despised the day of
small things? for they shall rejoice, and shall see the
plummet in the hands of Zerubbabel with those seven.”

John i. 1—5. ¢ Iu the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The
same was in the beginning with God. All things were
made by him; and without him was not any thing made
that was made. In him was life, and the life was the
light of men. And the light shineth in darkness, and the
darkness comprehendeth it not.”

Deuter. xxxi. 24—26. ¢« And it came to pass when
Moses had made an end of writing the words of this law
_in a book, until they were finished, that Moses command-
ed the Levites which bare the ark of the covenant of the:
Lord, saying, Take this book of the law, and put itin the
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side of the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, that
it may be there for a witness against thee.”

Ewodus xxv. 21. ¢ And thou shalt put the mercy seat
above, upon the ark ; and in thé ark thou shalt put the

testimony that I shall give thee.”
FExodus xvi, 32—34. % And Moses said, This is the

thing which the Lord commandeth, Fill an omer of the’
manna, to be kept for your generations ; that they may see:
the bread wherewith I have fed you in the wilderness,
. when I brought you forth from the land of Egypt. And
- Moses said unto Aaron, Take a pot and put an omer full
of manna therein, and lay it up before the Lord, to be kept
for your generations. As the Lord commanded Moses,
so Aaron laid it up before the testimony to be kept.”
" MNumbers xvii. 10. ¢ And the Lord said unto Moses,
Bring Aaron’s rod again before the testimony, to be kept
for a token.”

Hebrews ix. 2—5. “For there was a tabernacle made3;~
the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the table, and
the shewbread; which is called The Sanctuary. And
after the vails, the tabernacle, which is called The Holiest
of all 3 which bad the golden censer, and the ark of the
‘covenant overlaid roundabout with gold, wherein was the
golden pot that had manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded,
and the tables of the covenant ; and over it the cherubims
of glory, shadowing the mercy-seat; of which we cannot™
now speak particularly.”

Ames ix. 14. ¢ In that day will Lraise up the taberna-

cle of David that is fallen, and close up the breaches
thereof, and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it

as in the days of old.” . '
Ewxodus vi. 2, 3. ¢ And God spake unto Moses, and

said unto him, I am the Lord : And I appeared unto Abra-
ham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the neme of God
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Almighty, but by my name Jenovan was I not known
to them.” .

T'he following particulars, relative to king Solomon’s
Temple, may with propriety be here introduced, and can.
not be uninteresting to a royal arch mason. '

This famous fabru‘ was situated on Mount Monah near
the place where Abraham was about to offer up Ins son
Isaac, and where Iavid met and appeased the destroying
angel. It was begun in the fourth year of the reign of
Solomon ; the third after the death of David; four hun-
dred and’ elghty years after the passage of the Red Sea,
and on the second day of the month Zif, being the second
month of the sacred year, which answers to the 21st of
our April, in the year of the world 2992, and was carried
on with such prodigious speed, that it was finished, in all
its parts, in little more than seven years.

By the masonic art, and the wise regulations of Solo-
‘mon, every part of the building, whether of stone, brick,
timber or metal, was wrought and prepared before they
were brought to Jerusalem ; so that the only tools made
use of in erecting the fabric, were wooden instruments pre-
pared for that purpose. Fhe noise of the axe, the ham-
mer, aud every other tool of metal, was confined to the
forests of Lebanon, where the timber was procured and
to Mount Libanus, and the plains and quarries of Zere-
dathah, where the stones were raised, squared, marked
and nombered ; that nothing might be heard among the
niagons at Jerasalem, but harmony and peace.

Ih the year of the world 8029, king Solomon died, and
was succeeded by his son Rehoboam, who, immediately
after the death of his father, went down to Shechem,
where the chiefs of the people were met together to pto-

claim him king,
T
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‘When Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, wha was in Egypt.
whither he had fled from the presence of Solomon, and
whose ambition had long aspired to the throne, heard of
the death of the king, he hastened to return from Egypt,
to put himself at the head of the discontented tribes, and
Jead them .on to rebellion. He accordingly assembled
them together, and came to king Rehoboam, and spake
to him after this manner:

¢ Thy father made eur yoke grievous; now, therefore,
ease thou somewhat the grievous servitude of thy father,
and his heavy yoke that he put upon us, and we will serve
thee. And he said unto them, Come again unto me after
three days. And the people departed. And king Re-
hoboam took counsel with the old men that had stood be-
fore Solomon bis father while he yet lived, saying, What
counsel give ye me, to return answer to this people? And
they spake unto him, saying, If thou be Kkind to this peo-
ple, and please them, and speak good words to them,
they will be thy servants forever. But he forsook the
counsel which the old men gave him, and took counsel
with the young men that were brought up with him, that
stood before him. And he said unto them, What advice
give ye, that we may return answer to this people, which

have spoken to me, saying, Ease somewhat the yoke that .

thy ‘father did put upon us? And the young men that
were brought up with him spake unto him, saying, Thus
shalt thou answer the people that spake unto thee, say-
ing, Thy father made our yoke heavy, but make thou it
-somewhat lighter for us; thus shalt theu say unto them,
My little finger shall be thicker than my father’s loiuns.

For, whereas my father put a heavy yoke upon you, I will -

put more to your yoke: my father chastised you with
whips, but 1 will chastise you with scorpions. So Jero-

N
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beam and all the people came to Rehoboam on the third
day, as the king bade, saying, Come again to me on the
third day. And the king answered them roughly: and
king Rehohoam forsook the counsel of the old men, and
answered them after the adyice of the young men, saying,
My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add thereto:
my father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise
you with scorpions. And when all Israel saw that the
king would not hearken unto them, the people answered
_the king, saying, What portion have we in David? and
we have none inheritance in the son of Jesse: every man
to your tents, O Israel : and now, David, see to thine
own house So all Israel went-to their tents.” [Seeﬂ
Chron. chap x.]

But as for the children of Israel that dwelt in the cities
of Judah and Benjamin, Rehoboam reigned over them.

In this manner were the tribes of Israel divided, and
under two distinct governments, for two hundred and fifty-
four years, when the ten revolted tribes, having hecome
weak and degenerated, by following the wickedness and
idolatry of the kings who governed them, fell a prey to
Shalmanezer, king of Assyria, who in the reign of Hoshea,
king of Israel, besieged the city of Samaria, laid their
country’ waste, and' utterly extirpated their government.
Such was the wretched fate of a people who disdained
subjection to the laws of the Rouse of David, and whose
impiety and effeminacy ended in their destruction.

Afler a series of changes and events, of which an ac-
count may be found in the history of the Temple, Nebu- .
chadnezzar, king of Babylon, with his forces, took pos-
session of Jerusalem, and, having made captive Jehoia-
chim, the king of Judah, elevated his uncle Zedekiah to
the throne, after binding him by a solemn oath neither to
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make innovations in the government, nor to take part with
the Egyptians in their, wars against Babylon.

At the end of eight years Zedekiah violated his oath
fo * ebuchadnezzar by forming a treaty offensive and de-
fengive with the Egyptians; thinking that jointly they
¢ould subdue the king of Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar
jmmediately marched, and ravaged Zedekiah’s country,
seized his castle and fortress, and proceeded to the siege
of Jerusalem. Pharoah, learning how Zedekiah was
pressed, advanced to his relief, with a view of raising the
siege. Nebuchadnezzar, having intimation thereof,
would not wait his approach, but proceeded to give bim
battle, and in one contest drove him out of Syria. This
circumstance suspended the siege. ,

In the ninth year of Zedekiah’s reign, the king of Baby-
lon again besieged Jerusalem, with a large army, and for’
3 yearand a half exerted all his strength to con\juer it ;
but the city did not yield, though enfeebled by famine
and pestilence.

In the eleventh year the siege went on vigorously ; the
Bahylonians completed their works, having raised tow-
ers all round the city, so as to drive the invaded party
from its walls. -The place though a prey te plague and
famine, was obstinately defended during the space of a
year and a half. But at length, want of provisions and
forcea compelled its surredder, and it was accordingly
delivered, at midnight, to the officers of Nebuchadnezzar.

- Ziedekiah, seeing the troops enter the temple abscond-
.ed by a narrow pass, to the desert, with his officers and
friends ; but advice of his escape being given to the Baby-
lonians, they pursued them early in the morning, and
surrounded them near Jericho, where they were bound,
and carried before the king, who ordered his wives and
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children to be put to death in his sight ; and’then ordered
Zedekiah’s eyes te be put out, and himself conducted i
chains to Babylon.

After this victory, Nebachadnezzar dispatched his prin-
cipal officer, Nehuzaradan, to Jerusalem, to ransack and
burn both place and temple, to raze the city to the ground
and conduct the captive inhabitants to Babylon ; this or~
der he accordingly executed. Among the captives were
the following persons of eminence : Seraiah, the high
priest ;5 Zephaniah, next in rank; the secretary-to the
king; three principal keepers of the temple; seven of
the king’s chosen friends, and other persons of distinction.

In the seventieth year of the captivity of the Jews, aud
the first of the reign of Cyrus, king of Persia, he issued
his famous edict, purporting that the God adored by the
Israelites, was the eternal Being through whose bounty
he enjoyed the regal dignity, and that he had found. him.
gelf honorably mentioned by the prophets of ancient date,
as the person who should cause Jerusalem to be rebuilt,
and restore the Hebrews to their former state of grandeur
and independency ; he therefore gave orders for the re-
lease of the captives, with his permission to return to
their own native country, to rebuild the city, and the house
of the Lord.

The principal people of the tribes of Judah and Benja-
min, with the priests and Levites, immediately departed
for Jerusalem and commenced the undertaking ; .but ma-
ny of the Jews determined to remain in Babylon, rather
than relinquish the possessions they had obtained in. that
city.

CHARGE TO A NEWLY EXALTED COMPANION,
¢« Worthy Companion,
* By the consent and assistance of the members. of this
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chapter, you are, now exalted to the sublime and honora-
ble degree of a royal arch mason. »
- - ¢ Having- attained this degree, you have arrived
at the summit and perfection of ancient masonry ; and
are consequently entitled to a full explanation of the mys-
teries of the order.
. ¢ Therites and mysteries developed in this degree have
been handed down through a chosen few, unchanged by
time, and uncontroled by prejudice; and we expectand trust
. they will beregarded by you with the same veneration, and

transmitted with the same scrupulous purity to your suc-
Cessors.
¢ No one can reflect on the ceremonies of gmmng ad-

mission into this place, without beingforcibly struck with
the important lessons which they teach.

" ¢ Here we are necessarily led to contemplate with grati-
tude aud admiration the sacred source from whence all
earthly comforts flow ; here we find additional induce-
ments to continue steadfast and immoveable in the dis-
¢harge of our respective duties ; and here we are bound,
by the most solemn ties to promote each others’ welfare,
and correct each others’ failings, by advlce, admonition

and reproof.
¢ As it is our most earnest desire, and a duty we owe

to our companions of this order, that the admission of ev-
ery candidate into this chapter shall be attended by the
approbation of the most scrutinizing eye, we hope always
to possess the satisfaction of finding none amongst us, but
such as will promote, to the utmost of their power, the
great end of our institution. By paying due attention to
this determination, we expect yon will never recommend
any candidate to this chapter, whose abilities, and know-
ledge of the foregoing degrees, you cannot freely vouch
for, and whom you do not firmly and confidently believe,
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will fully conform to the principles of our order, and ful.
fil the obligations of a royal arch mason. While such
are our members, we may expect to be united in one ob-
ject, without lukewarmuess, inattention or neglect; but
zeal, fidelity, and affection, will be the distinguishing
characteristics of our society, and that satisfaction, harmo-
ny and peace may be enjoyed at our meetings, which no
other society can afford.”

CLOSING.

The chapter is closed with solemn ceremonies; and
the following prayer is rehearsed, by the most excellent
‘high priest :

¢ By the Wisdom of the Supreme High Priest may
we be directed ; by his Strength may we be enabled, and
by the Beauty of virtue may we be incited, to perform
the obligatiods here enjoined on us; to keep inviolably
the mysteries here unfolded to us ; and invariably to prac-
~ tise all those duties ouf of the chapter, which are inculcat-
ed init.”’ ~
Response. So mote it be. Amen.

~ After these observations little more can be wanted te

encourage the zealous mason to persevere in his research-
es. Whoever has traced the art in regular pregression
from the commencement of the first, to the conclusion of
the seventh degree, according to the plan here laid down,
will have amassed anample store of useful learning ; and
must reflect with pleasure on the good effects of his past
diligence and attention; while, by applying the whole
to the general advantage of society, he will observe me-
thod in the proper distribution of what he has acquired,
gecure to himself the veneration of masons, and the appro-
bation of all good men.
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE ORDER OF HIGH PRIEST.

"This order appertains to the office of High Priest of
a Royal Arch Chapter, and no one can be legally enti-
tled to receive it until he has been elected to sustain that
office in some regular chapter of Royal Arch Masons.

The following passages of scripture are made use of
during the ceremonies appertaining to this order, viz.

Gen, xiv. 12—24. ¢ And they took Lot, Abram’s bro-
ther’s son, (who dwelt in Sodom,) and his goods, and de-
parted. And there came one that had escaped, and told
Abraham the Hebrew ;. for he dwelt in the plain of Mam-
re the Amorite, brotller of Eschol, and brother of Aner:
and these were confederate with Abram. And when A-
Bram. heard that his brother was taken captive, he ar-
med his trained servants, born in his own house, three
hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan. And
He divided himself against them, he and his servants by
night, and smete them, and pursued them unto Hobah,
which is on the lefthand of Damascus. And he brought
back all. the goods, and also brought again his brother
Lot, and his goods, and the women also, and the people.
#ud the king of Sodom went out to- meet him, (after his
return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of the kings
‘that were with. bim,) at the valley of Shaveh, which is
the king’s:dele. And Melchizedec, king of Salem brought
forth bread and wine; and he was the priest of the most
Bigh God. And'he blessed him, and said, blessed be A-
‘bram of the most high God; possessor of heaven and
earth: and blessed be the most high God, which hath
delivered thine enemies'into thy hand. And he gave him
tithes of all. And the king of Sodom said unto Abram,
Give me the persons, and take the goods to thyself.
And Abram said to the king of Sedom, F have lifted up
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atine hand unto the Lord, the most high God, the posses-
sor of heaven and earth, that I will not take from a thread
even to a shoe.-latchet, and that I will not take any thing
that is thine, lest thou shouldst say, I have made Abram
rich: Save only that which the young men have eaten,
and the portion of the men which went with me, Anuer,
Eschol, and Mamre ; let them take their portion.”’

Numb. vi. 82—26. ¢ And the Lord spake unto Moses,
saying, Speak unto Aaron, and unto his sons, saying, On
this wise ye shall bless the children of Israel, saying unto
them, The Lord bless thee, and keep thee ; the Lord make
his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee ; the
Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and glve thee
peace.”

Hebrews vii. 1—6. ¢ For this Melchizedec, king of Sa-
lem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham re-
turning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him;
to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all ; first being,.
by interpretation,King of righteousness, and after that also,
King of Salem, which is, King of peace ; without father,
without mother, without descent, having neither beginning
of days, nor end of life ; but, made like unto the Son of
God, abideth a priest continnally. Now, consider how
great this man was, unto whom even the patriarch Abra-
ham gave the tenth of the spoils. And verily they that
are of the sons of Levi, who receive the office of the priest-
hood, have a commandment to take tithes of the people
accordingto the law, that is, of their brethren, though they
eome out of the loins of Abraham.”

¢ Ker he testifieth, thou art a priest forever after the
erder of Melchizedec.
¢ And inasmueh as not without am vath he was nadq

Prlest, .
U
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¢ For those priests funder the Levitical law ) were
made without an oath; but this with an oath, by him
that'said unto him, The Lord sware and will not repent,
Thou art a Priest forever,after the order of Melchizedec.”

—
CHAPTER XYV.

OF THE €OVERNMENT OF ROYAL ARCH CHAPTERS.

"THE first three degrees of masoury are holden under
the authority of Grand Lodges, composed of the master
and wardens of all the lodges within a certain district,
together with the proper grand officers ; the organization
_of which, will be neticed in another part of this work.

In like manner chapters of royal arch masons, with
Jpower to confer the preparatory degrees of mark master,
_past master, and most excellent master, are holden under

the autbority of grand chapters; composed of the three
principal officers of all the royal arch chapters within a
certain district, together with the proper grand officers.
_ Until the year 1797, no grand chapter of royal arch ma-
. sons was organized in America. Previous to this peri-
. 0d, a competent number of companions of that degree, pos-
sessed of sufficient abilities, under the sanction of a mas-
ter’s warrant, proceeded to exercise the rights and privi-
“leges of royal arch chapters, whenever they thought it
expedient and proper ; -although in most cases the appro-
bation of a neighboring chapter was deemed useful, if not
essential.

This unrestrained mode of proceeding was subjeet to

many inconveniences ; unsuitable characters might be ad-

o
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mitted ; irregularities in the mode of workmg introdnced ;
the purposes of the society perverted ; and thus the order
degraded, by falling into the hands of those who might
be regardless of the reputation of the institution. If dif-
ferences should arise between two chapters, who was to
decide upon them ? If unworthy characters, who for want
of due caution bhad gained admission, skould attempt to
open new chapters, for their own emolument, or for the
purpose of conviviality or intemperance, who was to res-
train them ? If the established regulations, and ancient
landmarks, should be violated or broken down, where was
there power sufficient to remedy the evil ?

Sensible of the existence of these, and many other in-
conveniences to which the order were subjected, the chap-
ters of royal arch masons, in various parts of the United
States, have, within a few years past, taken the proper
and necessary measures for forming and establishing
grand royal arch chapters, for their better government and
regulation.

In the year 1797, a convention of representatives from
the several chapters in the state of Pennsylvania, met at.
Philadelphia ; and, after mature deliberation, came to )
resolulion of forming and opening a grand royal arch -
chapter, which was accordingly accomplished in good har-
mony.

Actuated by similar motives, on the 24th of October,
1797, a convention of committees, from several chapters
in the northern states, assembled at masons’ hall, in Bos.
ton ; being appointed (as expressed in their credentials,)
“'To meet with any, or every chapter of royal arch ma-
sons, within the states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts,
Rhode-Island, Connecticut, Vermont and New York.
or with any committee or committees, duly appointed and

-
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autborised, by any or all of said chapters, and to delibe-
rate upon the propriety and expediency of forming and
establishing a grand chapier of royal arch masons, for the.
. government and regulation of the several chapters within
the said states.”
M. E. Thomas Smith Webb, was chosen chairman.
Comp. William Woart, Scribe. - :
The convention, having taken the matter into conside-
ration, came to a determination to forward to each of the.
chapters within the six states before-mentioned a circular
letter, expresswe of their opinions on the subject, whlch
letter was in the words following, viz. ’
(CIRCULAR.)

¢ CoMPANIONS ;

¢ From time 1mmemoral we find that grand ledges of
free and accépted masons, have been established, where-
ver masonry has flourished ; for the purpose of granting
warrants for instituting private lodges, as well as for es-
tablishing certain general rules and regulations for the
government of the same.

«1t is an opinion generally received, and we think
well authenticated, that no grand lodge of master masons
can claim or exercise authority over any convention or
chapter of reyal arch masons; nor can any chapter, al-
though of standing immemorial, exercise the authority
of a grand chapter : We therefore think it highly expedi-
ent, for the regular government of all chapters within the
said states, who exercise the rights and privileges of roy-
@l arch masons ; and to prevent irregularities in the propa-
gation and use of those rights and privileges, that there
should be a grand chapter of royal arch masons estab-
lished within the said states: And whereas this con-
vention has received official information from our compa-
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nious at Philadelphia, that the several chapters withia
their vicinity, have recently assembled and established a
grand chapter of royal arch masons for their government,
In conformity to their example, we thiak it our duty te
recommend to the several chapters within the said states
of New-Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode-Island, Com.
necticut, Vermont, and New-York, to unite and form &
_grand chapter for the said states.
' ¢ The local situation of the states before mentmned,
the easy and frequent intercourse between their several
principal towns and cities, as well as the similarity of ha-
bits, manners and customs, as citizens and as masons,
which prevail throughout the said states, induce us to be-
lieve that a union of all the chapters therein in one grand
chapter, will have the most useful, lasting and happy ef-
fects in the uniform distribution and propagation of the
sublime degrees of masonry. ‘They therefore take the 1i-
- berty of recommending te the consideration of your most
excellent chapter, the propriety of appoiating one or more
delegate or delegates, to represent your chapter, at a mee-
ting of the several chapters before mentioned, to be -hol-
den at the city of Hartford, in the state of Connecticut, en
the fourth Wednesday of January next ensuing; invest-
ing them with fall power and authority, in conjunctien
with the other delegates, to form and open a grand chap-
ter of royal arch masons, and to establish a constitation
for the government and regulation of all the chapters that
now are, or may hereafter be, erected within the said,
states.”

In consequence of this address, the several chapters
within the states therein enumerated (with the exception
of two or three chapters only) appointed delegates, who
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assembled at Hartford, on the fourth Wednesday in Janu.

ary, 1798, and after several days deliberation upen the

subject, they formed and adopted a constitution for the go--
vernment of the royal arch chapters, and lodges of mark

masters, past masters and most excellent masters through-
out the said states; and having elected and installed
their grand officers, the grand chapter became completely
orga.mzed.

]

CHAPTER XYVI.

On the ninth day of January, 1799, the grand chapter of
the Northern States, met, by adjournment, at Provi-
dence, in the state of Rhode-Island, and revised their

~ constitution, and ordered the same to be printed ; which
constitution, as revised and amended, is in the words

Jollowing, viz.

CONSTITUTION OF THE GENERAL GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAP-
TER OF THE NORTHERN STATFES OF AMERICA.

‘W HEREAS the several chapters of rayal arch masons
in the states of New-Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode-
1sland, Connecticut, Vermont and New-York, are desti-
tute of any supreme head or superintending power :—And
whereas, from time immemorial, we find grand lodges
of free and accepted masons have been established, where-
ver masonry has flourished, for the purpose of granting
warrants for the institution of private lodges, as well as
for the establishment of certain general rules and regula-
tions for the government of the same :—And whereas, it
is an opinion generally received, and well authenticated,
that no grand lodge of master masons can claim, or exer-
cise, authority over any convention or chapter of royst
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arch masons, nor any chapter, although of standing im-
memorial, exercise the authority of a grand chapter :—
And whereas it is highly expedient, for the regular ge- .
vernment of all chapters within the said states, who exer-
cise the rights and privileges of royal arch masons, and
to prevent irregularities in the diffusion and use of those
rights and privileges, that there should be a grand chapter
‘of royal arch masons established within said states :

Therefore, we, the delegates of 8t. Andrew’s Chapter,
Boston—King Cyrus’s Chapter, Newburyport—Provi-
dence Chapter, Providence—Solomon’s Chapter, Derby
—DFranklin Chapter, No. 4, Norwich—Franklin Chap-
ter, No. 6, New-Haven—Temple Chapter, Albany—
Hudson Chapter, Hudson—Horeb Chapter, Whites-
town—to establish order and uniformity, to promote love
and charity among masons, and to render more general
and extensive the principles of benevolence and philan-
thropy—Do ordain and establish this as a constitation of
a general grand royal arch chapter for the states afore-
said, to be denominated, The General Grand Royal Arch
.Chapter of the Northern States of America.

'ARTICLE L

OF THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER.

SectioN 4. There shall be a general grand cbaphrof
‘royal arch masons, for the six northern states of Ameri-
" ca, enumerated in the preamble; which shall be holden
as is hereinafter directed, and shall consist of a general
grand high priest, general grand king, general grand
scribe, secretary, treasurer, chaplain and marshal ; and like. -
wise of the several grand and deputy grand high priests,
kings and scribes for the time being, of the several grand
.chapters hereinafter enumerated, and of the past general



!

4160 JLLUSTRATIONS OF MASONRY,

grand high priests, kinges and scribes of the said general
grand chapter : and the said enumerated officers, or their
proxies, shall be the only members and voters in the said
general grand royal arch chapter.

Secr. 8. The general grand officers shall be elected,
by ballot, on the second Thursday in January, A. p. 1799,
and in every seventh year thereafter ; for which, and oth.
er purposes, the general grand chapter shall meet, sep-
tennially, in the city of Middletown, in the state of Cen.-

" mecticut, on the second Thursday in January.

Sect. 8. A special meeting of the general grand chap-
ter shall be called, whenever it may be required by a ma-
jority of the grand chapters of the nerthern states afore-
~said j provided sach requisition be made known in wri-
-ting, by the said grand chapters, respectively, to the gene-

ral grand high priest, king, or scribe of the northern
states.—And it shall be the duty of the said general offi-
cers, and they are each of them, severally, authorised em-
powered and directed, upon receiving official notice of
such requisition from a majority of the grand chaplers a-
foresaid, to-appoint a time and place of meeting, and no-
tify each of the said grand chapters thereof accordingly.

Sect. 4. It shall be incumbent on the general grand
high priest, general grand king, and general grand scribe,

severally to improve and perfect themselves in the sublime
arts and work of mark masters, past masters, most excel-
lent masters, and reyal arch masons : to make themselves
masters of (he several masonic lectures and anciept char-
ges s to consult with each other, and with the grand and
deputy grand high priests, kings and scribes of the sever-
al states aforesaid, for the purpose of adopting measures
Bui'able and proper for diffusing a knowledge of the said
lectures and charges, aud sn uniform mode of werking,
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-an-the several chapters and lodges throughout this juris-
diction ; and the better to effect this laudable purpose, the
aforesaid general grand officers are severally hereby au-
thorised and empowered, to visit and preside in any and
.every chapter of royal arch masons, and lodge of most ex-

" cellent, past, or mark master masons, throughout the said
states, and to give such instructions and directions as the
good of the fraternity may require; always adhering to ™
the ancient landmarks of the order.

Sect. 5. In all cases of the absence of any officer
from any body of masons, instituted or holden by virtue
of this constitation, the officer next in rank shall succeed
his superior ; unless through courtesy said officer shonld

‘decline in favor of a past superior officer present.—And
in case of the absence of all the officers. from any legal
meeting of either of the bodies aforesaid, the members
present, according togseniority and abilities, shall fill the
several offices.

.. 8ect. 6. Inevery chapter or lodge of masons, institu-
ted or holden by virtue of this constitution, all questions,
(except upon the admission of members or candidates).
shall be determined by§a majority of votes ; the presiding
officer for the time being, being entitled to vote, if 2 mem-
bet ; and incase the votes should at any time be equally
dmded, the presiding, oﬂicer as aforesaid shall give the
casting vote.

+ - SEcT. 7. The general grand royal arch 'chapter shall
be competent (on concurrence of two thirds of iy members
present) at any -time hereafter, to revise, amend qnd ok,

ter this consututmn.
v
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ARTICLE IL

‘OF THE STATE ‘GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTERS. ;
Section 4. The ‘several d@sputy grand chapters of'the
states befote mentioned, shall in futare: be dtyled, State
Grand Chapters ; thiey ‘:ﬂml'l ‘severally consist ‘of a grand
lﬁgh ‘priest, deputy grand high priest, grand king, granl
Néribe, ‘grand secrétary, grand treasurer, grand chaplaia
and grand marshal, and likewise -of the high priests,
Kints and sovibes Yor ‘the lime beitg, of the several:clmp-
s Wver which fliey shill respectively presitle, and ofthe
pst grand wnd ‘deputy grand high priests, kings and
stibes of the siid grand chapters:; and fhe'said enumera.
4 -officérs (or their prexiex) shall be the only members

andl vlers in the saildl grand chapters respectively.
© BEvr. 8. The stite grand :dhapters shall 'severaily e
hdldep ntlenst once in very yesr,'at such times and phn.
ces as they shall respectively direct ; and the:grand or de.
puty-grand high ipriedts reepeéctively, for the time being,
muy wtuny time call @ spedinl ‘meetirg, 4o -be 'holden at
suchiplace as they:shell -severally ithink pmper 4o ap.
pont. |
Smcr. 3. The oficerswof the'state: grand ohlptns shall
bie ghosen 'anmually, by halldt, at such a-time and;place,

as the waid:grand ehafiters:shall respectively -diredt.
Sect. 4. The several state grand chapters (snbject to
fheprovisions .of this constitution) -shall have the sole.go-
" werdment gnd superintendence, of the -several -rqyal arch
‘dnpters, and ledges of most excellent, past.and .mark
master masons ; to assign their limits, .and ‘settle controe
versies that may happen between them, within their res-
pective jurisdictions ;—and shall have power, under their
respective seals, and the sign manuel of their respective
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grand or deputy grand high priests, kings and sacribes (or
their legal proxies) attested by their respective secretaties,
to coustitute new chapiers of royal arch masens, and lodg-
es of moet excellent, past and mark mesier masons, Wlﬂh
in their respective jurisdictions.

Sect. & The grand and depuly grand high priests sea
verally, shall have the- power and . mthorlty, whenever
they shall deem it expediout, (during the vecess of the
graud chapter of which they are members) to grant lets
ters of dispensation, uunder their respective hands, apd
private seals, to-a competent pumhber of petitioners, (pos-
sessing the constitutional qualifications) empewering them
1o .open a chapter of royal arch masons, and lodge of
most excellent, past and mark master masons, for 3 cerr
tain specified term of time ; pravided that the said term
of time shall not extend beyond the pext meeting of the
grand ebapter of the state in which such dispensation shall
be granted ; and provided further, that the same fees a8
are required by this constitution for warrants, shall he
first deposited in the hands of the grand treasyrer.~wAnd.
in all cases of such dispensations, the grand or depuiy
grand high priests respectively, who may grant the same,
shall make report thereof, at the next stated meeting of
the grand chapter of their respective jurisdictions, when
the said grand chapiers, respectively, may either conlinyg
or recal the said dispensations, or may grant the petition-
ers a warrant of constitution :—And in case a warrant
shall be granted, the fees first depasited, shall he credi-
ted in payment for the same ; but ifa warrant shonld not
be granted, ner the dispensation continued, the said fees
shall be refunded to the petitioners, excepting only such
part thereof as shall have hean acinally expﬁndﬂd by
means of their npphca.uog :
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Sr..:. 6.- No warrant for holding a new chaptet of
royal arch, most excellent, past, and mark master masons,
shall be granted for a less sum than forty dollars; nor
_ shall any warrant for holding a mark master mason’s lodge
separately, be granted for a less sum than ten dollars;
and the said fees respectively, shall be advanced and pald
into the grand treasury befork a warrant can be issued.

Sect. 7. No warrant shall be granted for institating
lodges of most excellent or past masters, independent of
a chapter of royal arch masons.

8ect. 8. The grand chapters severally, shall have
power to require from the several chapters and lodges un-
der their respective jurisdictions, such reasonable propor-
tion of sums, received by them for the exaltation or ad-
vancement of candidales, and such certain annual sums
from their respective members, as by their ordinances or
regulations shall hereafter be appointed ; all which said
sums or dues shall be made good, and paid annually, by
the said chapters and lodges respectively, into the grand
treasury of the grand chapter under which they hold their
authority; on or before the first day of the respective an-
nual meetings of the said grand chapters.

SecT. 9. Until there shall be a regular grand royal .
arch chapter established within the state of Vermont, the
grand chapter of the state of New York, shall have the
sole power and privilege of granting warrants for the in-
stitntion of royal arch chapters and lodges of most excel- -
lent masters, past ma'sters, and mark master masons,
throughout the said state. And until there shall be a re-
gular grand royal arch chapter established within the
state of New Hampshire, the grand chapter of the state
of Massachusetts shall have the sole power and privilege
of granting warrants for the institution of royal arch chap- .
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ters, and lodges of most excellent masters, pastand mark
amaster masons throughout that state : provided that the
said warrants shall be granted on the same principles
and conditions as those that are granted for the states in
which the sald grand chapters shall respectively be hol-
den.

Sect. 10. No warrant for the institution of a -new -
chapter of royal arch masons shall be granted, except up-
on the petition of nine regular royal arch masons ; which
petition shall be accompanied by a certificate from the
chapter nearest to the place where the new chapter is in-
tended to be opened, vouching for the moral characters
and masonic abilities of the petitioners, and recommend-
ing to the grand chapters under whose authority they act,
to grant their prayer.. And no warrant for the institu-
tion of a lodge of mark master masons shall be granted,
except upon the petition of, at least, five regular mark
master masons, accompanied by vouchers from the nearest
lodge of that degree, similar to those required upon the
institution of a chapter. -

Sect. 11. The several grand and deputy grand high
priests, kings and scribes, for the time being, of the seve-
ral state grand chapters, are bound to. the performance of
the same duties, and are invested with the same powers
and prerogatives, throughout theirrespective jarisdictions,
as are prescribed to the general grand officers, in' the
fourth section, first articie of this constitution.

Sect. 12. The jurisdiction of the several state grand
chapters shall not extend beyond the limits of the state in
which they shall respectively be holden : excepting only
the instances mentioned in the ninth sectxon, second arti-

~cleof thig constitution. .
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" ARTICLE III.

OF THE SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS AND LODGES.

~ 8ecrion 1. All legally eonstituted assemblies of royal
arch masons are called:Chapters ; as regular bodies of
mark masters, past masters and most excellent masters,
are ‘called Lodges.—Every chapter ought to assemble
for work, at least once in every three months ; and must
consist of a high priest, king, scribe, captain of the host,
principal sojourter, royal arch captain, three grand mas-
ters, secretary, treasurer, and as many members as may
be found convenient for working to advantage.

Skcr. 2. Every chapter of royal arch masons, and
lodge of mark master masons, throughout this jurisdic-
tion, shall have a warrant of constitution, from the grand
chapter of the state in which they may respectively be
holden : And no chapter or lodge shall be dgemed legal
without such warrant; and masonic communication (ede .
ther public or private) is hereby interdicted and forbid-
den, between any chapter or lodge under this jurisdiction,
or any member of either of them, and any chapter, lodge
or assembly, that may be so illegally formed, opened or
holden, without such warrant, or any or either of their
members, or any person exalted or advanced in such il-
. legal chapter or lodge.—But nothing in this section shall
. be construed to affect any chapter or lodge which was
established before the adoption of the royakarch constitu-
tion, at Hartford, (on the 27th day of January, . . 1798)
until after the 1st day of January, A. v, 1800.

SecT. 8. Whenever a warrant is issued for instituting
a chapter of royal arch masons, with a power in said
warrant to open and hold a lodge of most excellent, pasy
and mark master masons, the high'priest, king and scribe,
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for the time being, of such chapter, shall be the master
and wardens in said lodges, according to seniority.

8Ekcr. 4. All applications for the exaltation or advance-
ment of candidates, in any chapter or lodge, under this
Jjurisdiction, shall lie over, at least one meeting, for the
consideration of the members.

8EecT. 5. "No masen shall be a member of two sepa-
rate and distinct bodies, of the same denomination, at
one and the same fime..

SEect. 6. No chapter shall be removed, without the
knowledige of the high priest, ner any motion made for
that purpose in his absence ; but if the high priest be pre-
sent, and a motion is made and seconded, for'removing
the chapter to some more convenient place (within the 1i-
mits prescribed in theéir warrant) the high priest shall
Torthwith cause notifications to he issued to all the mem-
bers, informing them of the motion for removal, and of
the time and place when the question is to be tetermin-
ed ; which nofice shall be issued at least ten days previ-
ous to the appointed meeting. But if the high priest (af-
ter motion duly made and secended as aforesaid) should
refuse or neglect to cause the notices to ‘be issued as a-
foresaid, the officer next in rank, who may be present at
the next regular meeting fallowing, -(upon motion made
and secanded for that purpose) mayin like manner issue
the said notices. -

Secr.7. All mark master masens’ lodges sha.ll be :re-
gulated, in cases.of removal, by the same rules as:are pre.
scribed .in the foregaing section. for the removal of chap-
ters.

8ecT..8. The high.priest, .and other efficers, of every
chapter, and the officers.of .every Jadge of mark master
masons, shall be chasen.annually,. by ballot,
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. Becr. 9. Thefhigh priest of every chapter has it in
special charge, as appertaining to his office, duty and dig-
‘nity, to see that the bye-laws of his chapter, as well as
the constitution, and the general regulations of the grand
chapter, be duly observed ; that all the other officers of
-his chapter perform the duties of their respective offices
. faitbfully, and are examples of diligence and industry to
their companions ; that true and exact records be kept of
all the proceedings of the chapter by the secretary ; that
the treasurer keep and render exact and just accounts of
all the monies belonging to the chapter ; that regular re-
turns be  made by the secretary, annually, to the grand
chapter, of all admissions of candidates or members ;
and that the annual dues to the grand chapter be regu-
larly and punctoally paid. He has the special care and
charge of the warrant of his chapter, He has the right
and authority of callmg his chapter at pleasure, upon any
emergency or occurrence which in his judgment may re-
quire their meeting, and he is to fill the chair when pre-
sent. It is likewise his duty, together with his king and
scribe, to attend the meetings of the grand chapter (when
duly summoned by the grand secretary) either in person,

or by proxy.
Sect. 10. For the preservation of secrecy and’ good

: harmony, and in order that due decorum may be observ-
. ed while the chapter is engaged in business, a worthy
royal arch mason is to be appointed from time to time for
tyling the chapter. His duty is fixed by custom, and
known in all regular chapters. He may be elected annu-
ally, but is to continue in office only during good beha.
viour, and is to be paid for his services.

SecT. 11. All lodgesof mark master masons are bound
to observe the two preceding articles as far as they can
be applied to the government of a lodge.
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‘Btor. 48. Ne ohapier sbaH confer the degrees of mark
Waster ‘wasoh, past master, most oxcellent masier; and
rayal arch mason, upoen any brather, for a less sum than
twendy dellars. And no lodge of mark master mesahe
shall advence .a brother to that degsee for o ]ess sum thn.
four dollars.

Sect. 43, Whea either of the officers ermbm ot
the gengral grand chapter, or of any of the slate
chagte.rs, canpat persanally attend their respeciive meet-
wgs, they shall saverally, have the antherity to consiiuie
a proxy, which proxy shyll have the same ﬂsbt to. »mt
uqlmteu humuhtumt : : Celven

ARTICLE IV.

: W‘ CW\SWUWG N,EW CHAPTERf. . ‘
’ﬁzormn .. Whah & wharant of: matlnlmnnsgrmtd
Wy cithen of e grand chapiers, for senstituking a new
chapier of raysl sicl minsons; agroeably.to the ninth sees
tion, second article bf thisconatitniion, the grand.or depsix
ty grand high prieat shall appdint a day and hour for
oanstitnting 1 ke _seme, and imstalling the new officessy
on -the day-snd hour Appointed, the grand or ddputy
grend. high pripst, with bis eficers, meet in & couvenient
meea, Bear 1o, the jplace whese the new chapter is.to be
oanstiteied. The officers of the new chapter ave to ba
examined, by the depuiy grand bigh priest, oracme com.
ponion apphinied for Abat purpose s after they ave appeds
ved,. they .ane fe pefuxn to the hall andpmpue for the.né.
capben:of the grand chapter. 'When notice is given,.by
the grand marshol; ithat they sre prepared, the: granil
. chapter walks in procession to the ball, when the officyre
appointed for the new chapter, resign their seats to the

w
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grand officers, and take their several atutmns on the left;"

the necessary cuutions are then given from the chair, and

the ceremony commeuces by perferming an anthem or ode,

adapled to the occasion.’ The officers and- members of

the new chapter them forin in !front of the grand high
riest.

-»Fhe &epaty grand high priest then informs the gmnd
th priest, that % A namber of companions, duly id.
structed in the sublime miysteries, being desirous of pro-
moting the honor of the art, have applied to the grand:
* chapter for a warrant fo constitute a new chapter of roy-
al arch masons, which baving obtained, they are now ‘as-
sembled for the purpose of being constituted, and having
their officers installed in due and ancient form.”

The grand high " priest then directs the grand see-
yétary. to read the warrant, which being doéne, he asks
the members of the new chapter if they still approve of
the officers nominated thereia ; ‘this being signified accw-
dimgly, thie grand high priest rises and says,.

¥ By. virtue of the high:powers in me vested, 1 do mrm
you, wy. wmthy compations, into & regular. chapter of
aoyal arch masons ;. from henceforth yoi are authotised
sad empowered to open and hold alodge of mark masters,
past masters; and most. éxcellent raasters, aml a chapter
of royal arch masons ; and to do and perforsv all:such
things as.thereunto muy'appertain ; conforming in all your
doiags fo-the ¢onstitution of the general graud royal aroky
chapter of the northera states, and the. generat regulationy
of'the sfate grand chapter; and may the God of your fas
thers be wnh ym, gmh amd direct #on,—iu all- ywr d

‘!P‘” : :



.
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GRAND HONORS

The furniture, jewels, .implements, utensﬂs, &c, bn-a
fonglng to the chapter (having previously been plqced in,
due form, covered, in the centre) are then uncovered, and
the new chapter is dedicated, in ancient manner and form,
as is well described in the most excellent master’s degree.‘
The deputy grand high priest then presents the first offi.
eer of the new chapter to the grand high priest, saying, .

-4 Most ExceLLenT GrAND Hicr Priksr,

¢ present you my worthy companion, ——————, nom
wated in the warrant, to be installed high priest of this. -
new chapter; I find him to be skilful in the royal art,
and attentive to the moral precepts of our forefathers,
and have theyefore no doubt. but he will discharge the

_duties of his office with fidelity.”
The grand high priest then addresses him as follows..

< Most EXCELLENT CoMPAN]ON,
~ «1feel much satisfaction in performing my duty on’
the present occasian, by installing you into the office of
high priest of this new chapter. It is an office lugbly
honoraBle to all those who diligently perform the impor-
tant duties annexed to it ; your reputed masonic know-
. ledge, however, precludes the necessity of a particular
enumeration of those duties; I shall therefore only ob-
serve, that by a frequent recurrence to the constitution,
and general regulations, and a constant practice of the
several sublime lectures and charges, you will he best 2.
ble to fulfil them ; and I am confident, that the compan-
ious who are chosen to preside with you, will give strength
to your endeavours, and support your exertions.—1I shall-
“mow propose certain questions to you, relative to.the qua
ties of your office, and to which I must request your une.
quivocal answer,

T
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«4, Do you solemnly promise that you will redouble-

'your endeavours, to correct the vices, refine the morals,
“and promote the happiness of those of your brethren who
have gttainéd this sublime degree P

¢ 9. That you will never suffer your chapter to be o-
péned unless there be présent nine regular roy al arch ma-
sons ? '

3. That you will never suffer either more or less
than three brethren to be exalted in your chapter al one
and the same time ? - |

#4, That you will net exslt any one to this degree,
gvho has not shewn a charitable and hamant dispesition 3
or who ha¢ not made & considemble' proficiency in the
-foregping degrees P .

¢ 5. That you will promote the genera] good of our
order, and on all proper occasions be ready {o give and-
xeceive instructions, and patticularly from the general
and state grand officers.

« 6. That te the utmost of your,power you will pre-
serve the solemnities of our ceremonies, and hehave. in o-
pen_chaptet with the most profound regpect and rever-
ence, As an example to your companions? - K :

«7. That you will sot acknowledge or have inter-
oourse with any chapter, that does not work under a con-

_ stitutional warrant ot dispensation ? .

8. T'hat you will not admit any visiter into your chap-.
ter who has not been exalted in a chapter legally consti.
tujed ? :

9. That yeun will obgerve and support such hye- lawt
s may be made by your chapter, in conformity te the con.
stitution and general regulations of the grand chapter? -

€40, That'yom will pay due respect and obedience to
the instructions of the general and state grand officers,
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particslazly rehtipg to the several: lactures gnd charges,
and will resign the chair to them, oeverally, when they .
may visit your chapter P a
¢ 44. That you will support and observe the royal arch
constitution, and tke general regulations of the grand roy-
al arch chapter, under whese authority you act? - - -

¢ Do you submit to all these ‘things, and do you pro-
mise to observe and practise them faithfully ?

These questions being answered in the affirmative, the
companions all kneel down in due form, and the grand

_bigh priest, or grand chaplain, repeats the followmg, or
some other suitable prayer.

, % Most Holy and Glorious Lord Ged, the Great High
Priest of Heaven and Earth! we approach thee with re.
verence, and implore thy blessing on 'the companion ap- -
pointed to preside over this new assembly, and now pros.
trate before thee; flll his heart with thy fear, that his
tongue and actions may pronounce thy glory. Make him
steadfast ‘in thy service'; grant him firmness of mind ; ani-
mate his heart, and strengthen his endeavors; may he
teach thy judgments and thy laws ; and may the incenss -
he shall put before thee, upon thine altar, prove an aceep-
table sacrifice unto thee. Bless him, O Lord, and bless
the work of his hands. Accept us in mercy ; hear thou
from heaven thy dwellmg place, and forgive our trans-

gressions.

. & Glory be to God the Father'; as it was in the beginning, Q’c ‘
Response. ¢ So mote it be.” ,
All the companions except high priests and pust high

priests, are then desired to withdraw, while the new
high priest is solemnly bound to the performance of his,
duties ; and after the performance of other necessary cere-
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monies, not proper to be written, theyare pemim& to ré,

tarn.
The grand lngh priest then addresses the new high

* priest, as follows :

~

¢ Most ExcexvLenT Compaxnion, . -

, %In consequence of your cheerful acguiescence with
the charges and regulations just recited, I now declare
you duly installed and annointed bigh priest of this mew
ahapier ; net doubtiag your determination to suppert the
veputation and honor of our sublime order. . I now cheer.
dally deliver unto you the warrant under which yon are
to work ; and 1 deubt not you will govern with such geod
arder and regularity, as will couvince your companions
that their partiality has not been improperly placed.”

The grand high priest then clothes and iuvests the
new high priest with the various implements and .insignig
' of the order, with suitable charges to each of them.

The grand high priest then instals the several suboy-
dinate officers in tarn; and peints out te them the duties
appertaining to their respective offices ; after which he
pronounces a suitable address to the new, chapter, and
closes the ceremony, with the following benediction :

& The Jord be with you all ; let brotherly love conti-
noe; be not forgetful to entertam strangers :—Now the
God of peace, our su[n'eme high priest make you perl'ect.

to do his will.
¢« Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace and

good will to men. As it was in the begianing, is now,
and ever shall be, &c.”

SecT. 2. At the institation of all lodges of mark masx
ter masons, under this jurisdiction, the same ceremonies
- as are prescribed in ' the foregoing section, are to be ob-
“gerved, as far as they will apply to that degree.
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Bzct. 8. Whenever it shall be inconvenient for the
grand or deputy grand high priests, respectively fo -at-
tend in person, to constitate a uew chapter or lodge, and
istal the officers, they shall severally have power and
authority to appoint some worthy high priest or past high
priest, to perform the necessary ceremonies.

. 'Weythe sficersiand members of the Grand Royal Arch
Chapter of the Northern States of America, do certify)
that the fevegeing.is a true copy of the constitution of the
said grand royal arch chapter of the northern states, ay

. altered, ameuded. and ratified, at 2 meeting- of the grand

chapter, holden al Providence, in the state of Rhode Isl,
tmd, oh the 9th day of Jauwary, A. ». 1794, by adjourn.
ment from the city of Middletewn, in the state of Cous
pecticut.—As ‘'wilkess our huuls, bha day and year above
mentioned.
. Benfamin Hurd; Grand King,& Gmnd High Priest, p. 1.
Thomas S. Webb, Grand Scribe, and Grand King, p.&

- Jwnies Harrison, Grand Scribe, . &.

William Woart, Grand Secretary,
Abraham L. Clarke, Grand Chaplain,

GRAND CHAPTER OF MASSACHUSETTS,
Benjamin Hurd, jun. Grand High Priest,
James Harrison, Grand Sctibe,

" GRAND CHAPTER OF RHODE.ISEAND. -
Seth, W heaton, Grand High Priest, .
Gersham Jones, Grand King,
Samuel Eddy, 'Grand Scribe.

. GRAND CHAPTER OF NEW.YORK.
.Domtt -Clinton, Grand High Priest,
Thomas Ferthiugham, Grand Kings

- Jedediah Sanger, Grand Beribe.
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Oﬁceps qf &he Genera,l Grand Cha.pter of the Nprtbegn
Btatgs of America, elected agregably to the second section -
of the firat, article: of. the constitution ; to continwe jn o(

fice seven Jears from the second Thur;iay ip Jpnmry,
D. 1799.

s Miparain Kimpy,) Kegu qf Iatdﬁdd, !Oonmchcut)
Gatvul Srand High. Priest. : . . .

‘' Pavvuwin Hurp. jun. qfﬂhrlatm, (andnsuh)
Gonoral Guand Ming. -
i Trowas 8. Wess, of. Pmddcnce, (Rhode-ldn&)

Gem*d Grond Serile. . -

: Rev. Asrananm L. Gumm, afln‘ml (Rhuaiohd)
Oemml ‘Shrant Chaplatn.
o WaLLyam. WoarT, of Mbmryport, (Mnuchmeth)-

General Grand Secretary.
2 Fosenn RyNtiwanon, of Mramch,. (OonlM} ds
neral.Greaid Freasurer, - .-

Joun C. Tex Reorcxy Hig. ¢f M (ch-Yﬂk)
General Grand .Manhh S

" “ N . .
» J . . .
" “®Peceased. '

CHAPTER KVH.
POWERS VESFED IN THE GENERAL GRAND OFFICERS.

AGREEABLY to fhe Genera’[ Grimd Royal Arch
Constitution, Grand Royal Arch Chapters were ¢stabllah-
ed in the several northern states, where there were royal
arch chapters-existing ; and ¥i every instunce the private
chapters united with, aid deknowledged the anthonity of’
the eaid grand chaphn;emqnﬁlgtw dupma in tha ci;,
ty of New York. ~ :
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The long desired and necessary authority for correct-
ing abuses, and regulating the concerns of royal arch ma- .
sonry, in the northern states, being thus happily establish-
ed, the sublime degrees soon became flourishing and res-
pectable. Royal arch masonsin the southern states, where
there were no grand chapters, observed with pleasure
and satisfaction the establishment of grand: chapters in
the northern states, under the authority of a general con-
stitution, and became desirous of uniting with them, un-
der the same authority. Applications were accordingly
made for the privilege of opening new chapters in the
gouthern states ; but there being no provision made in
the constitution for extending its authority beyond the li-
mits first contemplated, the state grand chapters touk the
subject inte consideration, and the following proceedings
were had thereon :

GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER OF THE STATE OF RHODE:
ISLAND.
Providence, January 4, 1804,
Upon motion made and seconded, the following resolu-
tion, together with the preamble, passed unanimously, viz.
W hereas an application has been made to this grand
chapter for the institution of a royal arch chapter in one
of the southern states ; and whereas the twelfth section,
second article of the grand royal .arch constitution pro-
‘'vides that the jurisdiction of the several state grand chap-
ters, shall not extend beyond the limits of the state in
which they shall respectively be holden : therefore,
Resolved, that in the opinion of this grand chapter, no
state grand chapter is competent to grant warrants for the
institution of chapters or lodges beyond ‘the jurisdiction
of the state wherein the sam; is holden, excepting the ins
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stances provided for by the ninth section of the second
article of the constitution.

And whereas it appears to this grand chapter an ob-
ject of great importance that the benefits of the grand roy.
al arch constitution should be extended throughout the U-
nited States so soon as the same can be regularly effect-
ed, therefore, ‘

Kesolved, hat this grand chapter do invest and they
do hereby invest the grand high priest. king and scribe
of the general grand chapter, or any two of them con-
jointly, with full power and authority to grant and issue
letters of dispeasation for the institution of lodges of mark
masters, psst masters, most excellent masters, and chap-
ters of ruyal arch masons, within any state in which there
is not a grand royal arch chapter established ; upon the
same principles and conditions as the grand and.deputy
grand high priests of tne state grand chapters are autho-
rised to grant letters of di<pensation for the like purposes
in thefr respective states : Provided, that the fees requi- ~
red by the constitution on such occasions shall be paid
into the hands of the treasurer of the general grand.chap-
ter. - .

Resalved, that the grand secretary communicate a_copy

of the foregoing resolution, and also take a copy of the
anaexed circalar letter to the several graud chapters in
the northern states, and solicit their concurrence therein..

(CIRCULAR.)

¢ To the most excellent Grand Officers and companions

of the Grand Poyal Arch- Chapter of the State
0 .

¢¢ ExceLLeNT CoMPANTONS,
¢ T'he subject of the annexed resolutiens, which pre-
sented itself for the copsideration of this grand chapter at
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_ their meeting of the present date, is viewed by us as in-

volving consequences of serious magnitude. and such as
we apprehend are intimately connected with the trauquilli-
ty, if not the existence of that union, whigh at present so
happily subsists between the several grand royal arch
chapters of the northern states of America.

¢ At the period when the general grand chapter was
first instituted, and the constitution which unites and go.
verns us, was formed and ratified, it was supposed to be,
impracticable to extend its influence throughout the Ui
ted States ; its provisions were therefore cunfined to the
six northern states only : but subsequent experience has
taught us that its extension is not only practicable, but
desirable.

¢ The first question that naturally arises on this subject
is relative to the manner in which this extension can be
effected consistently with the constitution. By the twelfth
section second article of the constitution, the several state
grand chapters are prohibited the privilege of instituting
chapters, &c. in any of the southern or middle states;
and it follows of course that if a chapter should be grant-
ed contrary to the provisions of the constitation within any
of the said states, it is of itself utterly null and void.
¢ This grand chapter therefore propuses that competent
authority to grant warrants for the institution of chapters
and lodges within any state in which there is no grand
chapter established, should bg vested by the several state
grand chapters in the general grand bigh priest, general
grand king and general grand scribe, or any two of them
conjointly ; the monies arising therefrom, and also the
annual dues from said chapters and lodges so instituted,
tp be paid into the general grand fund for the purpose of

-



/
180 ILLUSTRATIONS OF MASONRY.

assisting in defraying the expenses of the general grand
chapter at their septennial meeting,

¢ Upon comparing the plan here proposed with any o-
ther that has occurred to us, it appears to possess the few-
est objections, and the greatest advantages. In forming
this opinion, we are led to consider that the several state
grand chapters possess equal rights and privileges,. and
it follows that if either of them hasauthority o grant war-
rants beyond the jurisdiction assigned them by the consti-
tution, they each and all possess the same anthority ; and

“in the exercise of this authority they may often be led
unintentionally to interfere with each others’ interests, and
thereby mar that union which it ought to be our care to
cultivate and improve, and thus there may be as many
chapters instituted in any one of the southern slates as
there are grand chapters in the rorthern states, each hol-
den under a different authority, and all at var lance with
each other.

& This is one of the consequences that may be expec-
ted to arise from the exercise of this authority by the state
grand chapters ; because if a petition be presented to a-
ny one of the grand chajters for a warrant, they will only
expect a recommendation from another chapter under their
own jurisdiction ; and although there may be many (and
perbaps too many) chapters already established in the
vicinity of the place where the new one is intended to be

opened, yet being under a difierent jurisdiction, a recom-
mendation cannot be expected or required from them ; and

vus may chapters be instituted, in this mode, in dxrect
bostility to the best interests of the institution.

¢ If the union of the severai grand chapters under one
general head. and under one censtitution, be considered
an ol()ject of importance to our general interests, by, estab-



HLUSTRATIONS QOF MABONRK.. 194

lishing and cultivating one wnifotm and cousistent manmer’
of werking in the sublime degyees thirougheunt the Inited
Stades, it is then of imporfance thatithis haion sheuld be’
sirengthenasd and improved hy adl possible mdaass ‘and-
it is cousequently essemtinl, that the septemial meetiog:
of the gemeral graud:chapter should be regularly, fally aud
respectably attended.

¢If the jurisdiction of the constitution should be ex-
tended throughout the United States, at the next gener-
al meeting, it may become necessary to appoint a place
for future meetings further southward ; and as the neces-
sary expenses will consequently be increased, it may be
then thought proper to devise some mode for the accu-
mulation of a general fund, that shall be adequate to this
useful and important purpose.

«If the proposition now made should be adopted, the
pecuniary benefits arising from the iustitution of new chap-
ters will be experienced equally by all the grand chapters
in the confederation, and judging by the wise and liber-
al policy which has hitherto marked the proceedings of
your most excellent grand chapter, we presume that no
pecuniary consideration will operate to prevent your cor-
dial concurrence with us in the annexed resolutions.

“« By order of the M. E. Grand Chapter.
“ , Grand Secretary.”

A majority of the grand chapters acknowledging the ju-
risdiction of the constitution, having agreed to the fore-
mentioned decree, proposed by the grand chapter of
Rhode Island, the general grand officers became invest-
ed with the power and authority therein expressed.

On the first-day of December 1504, the general grand
officers granted a letter of dispensation for forming and
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holding a chapter of royal arch masons, in the city of Sa-
vannah, in the state of Georgia, by the name of Groreia
CnarTeER. And on the first day of March, 1805, they
granted a letter of dispensation for forming and opening a
new royal arch chapter in the town of Beanfort, in the
slate of South Carolina, by the name of UNiTY CHAPTER.

| THE END,



A COLLECTION

OF

ODES, ANTHEMS, AN'D SONGS.

ODE L

‘ ‘ AKE the lute and quiv’ring string§
Mystic truths Urania brings ;
Friendls visitant, to thee
‘We owe the depths of Masoxnr >
Fairest of the virgin choir,
‘W arbling to the golden lyre,
‘Welcome here, thy ArT prevail :
Hail . divine Urania, hail !
Here in friendship’s sacred bower,
The downy wing’d and smiling hous;’
Mirth invites, and social song, .
- Nameless mysteries among : -
Crown the bowl and fill the glass,
_ To every virtue, every grace,
To the BroTuzr-500p resound
Health, and let it thrice go round.
W\ e restore the times o‘old,
The blooming glorious age of gold ; -
As the new creation free, '
Blest with gay Euphrosyne !
We with god-like Science talk,
And with fair Astrza walk ;
Innocence adorn the day,
Brighter than the smiles of May.
Pour the rosy wine again,
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‘Wake a loudenr, louder strain !
Rapid Zephyrs, asye fly,

Waft ouwr veices to the sky;
While we celebrate the Nixk,
And the wonders of the trine,
‘While the angels sing above,

As we below of Prack and Love.

ODEIL. °

THOU fairert type of Excellence divine,

‘Whese sbcial links the race of man combine,
‘Whose awful mandates coward vice controul,
And breathe through nature one enlighten’d soul ;
JFrom thy mild sway benignant virtues rise,

Pour on the heart, and emulate the skies;

From thy sage voice sublime Instruction springsd,
While Knowledge waves her many-colour’d wings,
And star-ey’d T'ruth, and Conscience, holy zest,
Enthrone Truk Freuine in the glowing breast.
Then deign the labor of thy soms to guide,

O’er each full line in nervous sense preside,
Adorn each verse, each manly thought inflame,
And what we gain from Gesivs give to Faxz |

ODE III.

ALMIGHTY S8ire ! our heavenly king,
Before whose sacred name we bend,
Accept the praises which we sing,
And to our humble prayer attend ¢
All Hail, great architect divine !
This universal frame is thine.

Thou who did’st Persia’s king command,
A proclamation to extend,

That Israel’s sons might quit his land,
Their holy temple to attend.

That sacred place where three in one,
Compris’d thy comprehensive name ;.

And where the bright meridian sun
‘Was.goon thy glory to prociaim.

4
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Thy watchful eye, alength of time,
The wond’rous circle did attend s
The glory and the power be thine,
‘Which shall from age to age descendh,

On thy om'nipotence we rest,
Secure of thy protection here;
And hope hereafterto be blest,
‘When we have left this world of care..

Grant us, great God, thy powerful aid
To guide us through this vale of tears ;
For where thy goodness is display’d,
Peace sooths the mind, and pleasure cheers.

Inspire us with thy grace divine,
Thy sacred law our guide shall be:
To every good our hearts incline,
From every evil keep us free.
All hail, &c.

ODE IV.

ASSIST me, ye fair tuneful Nine,
Euphrosyne, grant me thy aid,

‘While the honours I sing of the Trine,
Preside o’er my numbers, blithe maid 3

Cease Clamour and Faction, oh cease!
‘Fly hence all ye cynical train ;

Disturb not the lodge’s sweet peace,
Where Silence and seerecy reign.

‘Religion untainted here dwells,

Here the morals of Athens are taught ;
Great Hiram’s tradition here tells

How the world out of chaos was brought,
‘With fervency, freedom, and zeal,

Our master’s commands we obey;
No lowen our secrets can steal, ¢

No babbler our myn%riu betray..
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Here wisdom her standard displays,
Here nobly the Sciences shine;
Here the temple’s vast column we raise,
And finish a work that’s divine.
Illum’d from the East with pure light,
Here Arts do their blessings bestow;
And, all perfect, unfold to the sight,
‘What none but a Mason can know.

¥f on earth any praise can be found,
Any virtue unnam’d in my song;
Any grace in the universe round,
May these to a Mason belong!
May each brother his passion subdue,
Proclaim charity, concord, and love;
And be hail’d by the thrice happy few
Who preside in the Grand Lodge above

ODE V.
[AT THE DEDIOATION OF FREE-MASON’S HALL.)
STROPHE.

AIR.

WHAT solemn sounds on holy Sinai rung,
‘When heavenly lyres by angel fingers strung,
Accorded to th’ immortal lay,

That hymn’d Creation’s natal day !

REOCITATIVE-—AOCOMPANIED, -

*T'was then the shouting sons of morn
Bless’d the great omnific Word :
Abash’d hoarse jarring atoms heard, .
Forgot their pealing strife,
And softly crowged into life,
‘When Order, Law, and Harmony were born.

CHORUS.

The mighty h{xater’s pencil warm,
Trac’d out the shadowy form,”
* And bid each fair proportion grace
Smiling Nature’s modest face,
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AIR.

Heaven’s rarest gifts were seen to join
To deck a finish’d form divine,
And fill the sovereign Artist’s plan;
Th] Almighty’s image stamp the glowmg frame,
And sealed him with the noblest name,
Archetype of beauty—Man.

ANTISTROPHE.

SEMICHORUS AND CHORUS.

Ye spirits pure, that rous’d the tuneful thrén‘g,
And loos’d to raptare each triumphant tongue
Again with quick instinctive fire,
Each harmonious lip inspire :
Again bid every vocal throat
Dissolve in tender votive strain
Now while yonder white-rob’d train,
Before the mystic shrine,
In lowly adoration join,
Now sweep the living lyre, and swell the melting note:

RECITATIVE.

Yet ere the holy rights begin,
The conscious shrine within
Bid your magic song impart,

AIR.

How within the wasted heart,
8hook by passion’s ruthless power,
Virtae trimm’d her faded flower,
To opening buds or fairest fruit :
How from majestic Nature’s glowing face,
She caught each animating grace,
And planted there th’ immortil root.
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EPODE.

RECGITATIVE==ACOOMPANIED,

Daughter of gods, fair Virtue, if to thee
And thy bright sister, Universal Love,

Soul of all good, e’er flow’d the soothing harmony
Of pious gratulation ;—from above,

To us, thy duteous votaries, impart
Presence divine.—

AIR.

~— The gons of Antique Art,
In high mysterious jubilee, N
* With Pzan loud, and solemn rite,
‘Thy holy step invite,
And court thy listening ear.
To drink the cadence clear,
That swells the choral symphony.

CHORUS.
To thee, by foot profane untrod,
“Their votive hands have rear’d the high gbode
RECITATIVE.
Here shall your impulse kind,
Inspire the traced mind :
*  AIR.

And lips of truth shall sweetly tell
‘What heavenly deeds befit,
The soul by Wisdom’s lesson smit ;
‘What praise he claims, who nobly spurns
Gay vanities of life, and tinsel joys,
~ For which unpurged fancy burns.

CHORUS.

‘What pain he shuns, who dares be wise;
“What glory wins, who dares excel !
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'

ANTHEM L

GRANT us kind heaven what we requesf,

In Masonry letus be blest;

Direct us to that happy place,

‘Where friendship smiles on every face,
‘Where Freedom and sweet Innocence
Enlarge the mind and cheer the sense.

‘Where sceptre’d Reason from her throne,
Surveys the Lopex, and makes us one;
And Earmony’s delightful sway
Forever sheds ambrosial day ;
‘Where we blest Eden’s pleasure taste,
‘Whilst balmy joys are our repast.

No prying eye can view us here ;
No fool or knave disturb our cheer;
Our well-formed laws set mankind free,
And give relief to misery.
The poor oppress’d with woe and grief;
Gain from our bounteous hands relief.

Our Lonaz the social Virtues grace,
And Wisdom’s rules we fondly trace;
All nature open to our view,
Points out the paths we should pursue. '
Let us subsist in lasting peaee,
And may our happiness inereasig

ANTHEM II.-

BY Mason’s Art the aspiring dome
On stately columns shall arise,
All climates have their native home,
Their god-like actions reach the skieg?
Heroesand Kings revere their name, .
While poets sing their lasting fame.
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Great, noble, gen’rous, good, and brave ;
All virtues they moést justly claim ;
Their deeds shall live beyond the grave,
And those unborn their praise proclaim.
Time shall their glorious acts énrol,
‘While love and friendship charm the soul.

ANTHEM 111,

@ Let there be light ! the Almighty spoke,
Refulgent streams from chaos broke,
To illumine the rising earth !
Well pleas’d the Great Jehovah stood—
The Power Supreme pronounced it good,
And gave the planets hirth!
In choral numbers Masons join,
To bless and praise this light divine.

Parent of light ! accept our praise !
‘Who shedd’st on us—thy brightest praise !
The light that fills his mind~
By choice selected, lo! we stand,
By friendship join’d, a social band !
That love—that aid mankind !
In choral numbers, &c.

 The widow’s tear—the orphan’s cry—

All wants—our ready hands supply, -
As faras power is given
The naked clothe—the pris’ner free—
These are thy works sweet Charity
Revealed to us from Heaven !
In choral numbers, &e.
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SONG I..
[Zune, Attie Fire.}

ARISE, and blow thy trumpet, Fame!
Free-Masonry aloud proclaim,

To realms and worlds unknown ; |
Tell them of mighty David’s son,
The wise the mgtchless Solomon,

Priz’d far above his throne.

The solemn Temple’s cloud-capt Towezs,
T? aspiring domes are works of ours ;
By us those piles were rais’d :
Then bid mankind with songs advanced,
And through the etherial vast expanse,
Let Masonry be prais’d.

‘We help the poor in-time of need,

The naked clothe, the hungry feed,
*Tis our foundation stane :

‘We build upon the noblest plan;

. For friendship rivets man to man,

And makes us all as one.

8till louder, Fame, thy trumpet blow ;

Let all the distant regions know
Free-Masonry is this :

Almighty wisdom gave it birth,

And Heav’n has fix’d it here on earth,
A type of future bliss,

SONG II.
[ Pune,, Rule Britannia.] °

WHEN earth’s foundation first was laid,
By the almighty artist’s hand, '

$Twas then our perfect, our perfect laws were made,
Establish’d by his strict command.
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@HORUS.

Hail, mysterious; hail glorious Masonry T
That makes us ever great and free.

As man throughout for shelter sought,
_ In vain from place to place did roam,
Until from heaven, from heaven be was taught,
To plan, to build, to fix his home.
Hail, mysterious, &c.

Hence illustrious rose our art,
And now in beauteous piles appear;
‘Which shall to endless, to endless time impart,
How worthy and how great we are.
Hail, mysterious, &c. '

Nor we less famed for ev'ry tye,
By which the human tongue is bound ;
Love, truth, and friendship, and friendship sécially, .
Join all our hearts and hands around.
Hail, mysterious, &c.

Our actions still by virtue blest,
And to our precepts ever true, p
The world admiring, admiring shall request.
To learn, and our bright paths pursue.
Hail, mysterious, &c.

)

S8ONG IIL

[ Tune, Goddess of Ease.] .

GENIUS of Masonry 'deacend.

And with thee bring thy spotless train;
Constant our sacred rites attend,

‘While we adore thy peaceful reign:
Bring with thee virtue, brightest maid,

Bring love, bring truth, and friendship hersy
‘While social mirth shall lend her aid,

To smooth the wrinkled brow of cares
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Come, Charity, with goodness crown’d,
Encircled in thy beav’nly robe,
Diffuse thy blessings al around,
To ev’ry carner of the glabe ;
See where she comes with power to blesa,
With open hand and tender heart,
Which wounded is at man’s distress,
And bleeds at every human smart.

o

Envy may ev’ry ill devise,
And falsehood be thy deadliest foe,
Tho friendship still shall tow’ring riee,
And sink thy adversaries low ;
Thy well buik pile shall long eudure,

Through rolling years preserve its prime,

Upon a rock it standssecure,
And braves the rude assaults of time.

e

Ye happy few, who here extend

In perfect lines from east to west, ‘
With fervent zeal the Lodge defend,

And lock its secrets in each breast ;
’nce ye are met upon the square,

Bid love and friendship jointly reign,
Be peace and harmony your care,

Nor break the adamantine chain.

Behold the planets how they move,
Yet keep due order as they run;
Then imitate the stars above;
And shine resplendant as the sun;
That future Mason’s when they meet,
May all our gloriousdeeds rehearse,
And say their fathers were so great,
That they adorn’d the universe..

2
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SONG IV.

[ Tune, In Infancy, &c’}

LET Masonry from pole to pole
Her 'sacred laws expand,

Far as the mighty waters roll,
To wash remotest land;

‘That virtue has not left mankind,
Her social maxim prove,

For stamp’d upon the masons mind,
Are unity and love.

Ascending to her native sky,
Let Masonry increase ;

A glorious pillar rais’d on high,
Integrity its base.

-Peace adds to olive boughs eatwin’d,
An emblematic dove,

As stamp’d upon the Mason’s mind
Are unity and love.

Dt Gtmias

* ]
' BONG V.

LET drunkurds boast the pow’r of wine,
And reel from side to side ;

Let lovers kneel at beauty’s shrine,
The sport of female pride :

Be ours the more exalted part,

To celebrate the Mason’s art,
And spread its praises wide.

To dens and thickets dark and rude,
For shelter beasts repair;

‘With sticks and straws the feather’d brood,
Suspend their nests in air :

And man untaught, as wild as these,

Binds up sad huts with boughs of trees,
And feeds on wretched fare.
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But scienge dawning in hismind ;
The quarry he explores ;
Industry and the arts combin’d,
. Improved all nature’s stores :
Thus walls were built and houses rear’d,
No storms nor tempests now are fear’d’
Within his well fram’d doors.

‘When stately palaces arise,
When columns grace the hall,

‘When tow’rs and spires salute the skies,
‘We owe to Mason’s all :

Nor buildings only do they give,

But teach men how within to live,
And yield to Reasons call.

.

All party quarrels they detest,
For virtue and the arts,
Lodg’d in each true Mason’s breast,
Unite and rule their hearts :
By these, while Masons square their minds, -
‘The state no better subjects finds,
None act more upnight parts.

‘Whep bucks and albions are forgot,
Free Masons will remain ;

Mushrooms, each day, spring up and rof,.
‘While oaks stretch o’er the plain :

Let others quarrel, rant and roar;

Their noisy revels when no more,
Still Masonry shall reign.

Our leathern aprons may compare
‘With garters red or blue ;
Princes and kings our brothers are :
May they our rules pursue :
Then drink success and health to all
The craft around this earthly ball,
May brethren still prove true. .
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+  BONG VL

'®NCE I was blind and could not see,
For all was dark around ;
But providence did pity me,
As1a friend soon found.
Through hidden paths he hath me led,
Such paths, as bablers ne’er should tread.
With ltfn, la, la, &c.

All stumbling blocks he took away,
That I might walk secure,
And brought me ’ere the bresk of day,
“To Sol’s great temple door.
‘Where there we both admittance found,
‘Without help of magic spell or sound-

But the curber of my bold attempt,
Did soon my breast alarm,
By hinting I was not exempt,
(If rash) from future harm.
‘Which put & stop to rising pride,
And made me trust more to my guide.

Round and round, T then was brought
To mighty Sol’s great throne,
‘Where L was oblig’d to stop,
Till I myself made known.
Then with great noise, I round was bronghh
For to obtain—that which I scught.

In humble postare and due form,
1 list’ned with good will ;;
Instead of any noise or storm,
All was quite hush’d and still.
Such charming sounds I thep did hegr,
As quite dispelled alldoubt and fear.

‘The mighty monarch from his throne
Bid darkness to withdraw ; |
No soonersaid than it was done,
And I three great-things saw.
But what they were I will not tell,
Yet such they are, they here shall dwelk:
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Then round about me he did tye, -
" A noble ancient charm ; -
All future darkness to defy,
And guard from Cowan’s harm.
Then sent me back from whence I came,
Not what I was—but what I am.

And now Pm made an upright man,
And levell’d with the best;
P1l square my acts the best I can,
Within an honest breast.
P11 toast my friend both day and night,
And those blest hands brought me to light.
With afa, la, I, &c.

SONG VII.
[ Tune Casino.]

€OME, ye Masons, hither bring
The tuneful pipe and pleasing string,
Exert each voice,
- Aloud rejoice, ‘
And make the spacious coneave ring :

Let your hearts be blythe and gay,
Joy and mirth-jet all display,
. No dull care
Shall enter here,
For this is: Mason’s holiday,
Crorus. Let your hearts, &e,

Friendship here has fixed her seat,
And virtue finds a calm retreat,
Go tell the fool,
*Tis wisdom’s school,
‘Where love and honor always meet.
Cuorus. Let your hearts &<
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Social pleasures here invite, . .
Tofill the soul with sweet delight,
While hand in hand .
Our friendly band
In love ana harmony unite. .
Cuonvs. Let your hearts, &e¢.

May we oft assemble here,
And long the badge of honour wear,
g May joy abound,
And we be found
Forever faithful and sincere.
Cuonvs. Let your hearts, &c

Take the flowing glass in hand,
And drink to our beloved grand,
Long may he reign,
The cause maintain,
And Lodges flourish through the land.
Cronus. Let your hearts, &c,

SONG VIIL
[ Tune, Balance a Straw. )

WHEN the sun from the East first salutes mortal eyes,
And the sky-lark melodiously bids us-arise ;

‘With our hearts full of joy, we the summons obey,
Straight repair to our work, and to moisten our clay,

. -
On the tréssel our Master draws angtles and lines,

There with freedom and fervency forms his designs

Not a picture on earth is so lovely. to view, Y
All his lines are so perfect, his angles so true.

In the West see the Wardens submissively stand,
The master to aid, and obey his command ;

T'he intent of his signals we perfectly know,

And we ne’er take offénce when he gives us a blow-.

In the lodge, sloth and dulness we always avoid,

Fellow-crafts and apprentices allare employ’d ;

Perfect ashlers some furnish, some make the rough plain,

‘Al are pleas’d with: their work, and are pleas’d with their gaip-
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When my Master I’ve serv’d seven years, perhaps morey
Some secrets he’ll tell me I ne’er knew before ;

In my bosom I'll keep them as long as1 live,

And pursue the direction his wisdom shall gives

T’I1 attend to his call both by night and by day,

1t is his to command, and ’tis mine to obey ;
‘Whensoe’er we are met, I'll attend to his nod,

And Il work till high twelve, then I'll lay down my hod.

edban s

'SONG IX.

[ Tune, In Infaucy.]

AAIL, Masonry! thou sacred Art,
Of origin divine ! .
Kind partner of each social heart,
And fav'rite of the Nine :
BY thee we’re taught, our acts to square;
To measure life’s short span ;
And each infirmity to bear
That's incident to man.

Croxus. By thee, &c.

Though Envy’s tongue should blast thy fame)
And Ignorance_may sneer,
Yet still thy ancient honour’d name
1s to each brother dear ;
Then strike the blow, to charge prepare,
In this we all agree,
¥ May freedom be each Mason’s care,
¢ And every Mason free.”

Caonus, Then strike the blow, &e:

(RN
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SONG X.
HAS;I'IR’C BONG.~~BY BROTHER T. §. WEBB.

[ Tune, Greenwich Pensioner.]

1 SING the Mason’s glory,
‘Whose prying mind doth burn,
Unto complete perfection,
Our mysteries to learn ;
Not those who visit lodges
To eat and drink their4ill;
Not those who at our meetings
Hear lectures ’gainst their will

CHORUS,

But only those whose pleasure,
At every lodge, can be,
T’ improve themselves by lectures,
In glorious Masonry.
Hail! glorious Masonry ¢

- The faithful, worthy brother,

‘Whose heart can feel for Grief,

‘Whose bosom with compassion
Steps forth to its relief,

‘Whose soul is ever ready,
Around him to diffuse

The principles of Masons,
And guard them from abuse/;

CHORUS.

These are thy sons, whose pleasure,
At every lodge, will be,
T’ improve themselves by Jectures,
In glerious Masonry.
Hail! glorious Masonry %
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King Solomoa our patron,
Transmitted this conm: nd—
“ The faithful and praisewarthy,
True light must understand ;
And my descendants, also,
‘Who're seated in the East,
Have not fulfill’d their duty,
Till light has reach’d the West.”

G@HORUS.

Therefore, our highest pleasure,
At every lodge should be,
T’ improve ourselves by lectures,
In glorious Masonry !
Hail! glorious masonry !

My duty and my station,

As master in the chair,*
Obliges me to summon

Each brother to prepare;
That all may be enabled,

By slow, though sure degrees,
"To answer in rotation,

‘With honor and with ease.

CHORUS.

Such are thy sons, whose pleasure
Atevery lodge, will be,
T’ improve themselves by lectures,
In glorious masonry.
Hail ! glorious Masonry !

SONG XI.
SENIOR WARDEN’S 80NG.—BY BROTHER T. 8. WEBB.

[ Tune, When the hollow drum shall beat to bed. ]

WHEN the Senior Warden, standing in the West,
Calls us from our labors to partake of rest,
‘We unite, whilst he recites
The duties of a Mason.
On the level meet, N
On the square we part,
Repeht’ ncAh worthy brother.
a
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This rulein view,
We thus renew
Our friendship for each othe¢
Cuorus. When the Senior, &c.

‘When our work is over, implements secure,
Each returning homeward, with intentions pure,
Our wives we kiss, give sweethearts bliss, ’
‘Which makeés them both love Masons ;
And thus we may
Enjoy each day
At home, and at our meetings ;
Our sweethearts eas’d
Our wives well pleas’d,
Saluted with such greetings.
Caonvs. When the Senior, &c..

SONG XII.

JUNTOR WARDEN’S SONG—BY BROTHER T. S, WEBB.
[ Tune, Faint and wearily, &e.]

WHEN the Junior Warden calls us from our laboyrs,
‘When the sun is at meridian height,
Let us merrily unite most cheerily,
‘With social harmony new joys invite.
One and all, at his call, /
To the feast repairing,
All around joys resound, .
Each the pleasure sharing. v

" Caonvs. When the Junior Warden, &ec. ‘

Mirth and jollity, without frivolity,
Pervade our meetings at the festive board ;
Justice, temperance and prudence govern us,
‘There’s nought but harmony amonglt us heard.
One and all, at the call,

To the feast repairing, \
Allaround joys resound,
Each the pleasure sharing.

’

Cronvus. Mirth and jollity, &c.
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Thus we ever may enjov the pleasant moments
Giv’n unto us from the master’s chair,
Till the sun an hour has passed meridian,
And then each brother to his work repair.
One and all, hear the call, 4
- From the feast repairing,
All around gavels sound,
Each the labour sharing.

Coorus. Thus we ever may, &ec.

SONG XIIL

COME let us prepare,
‘We brothers that are
Assembled on merry occasion :
Let’s be happy and sing,
For life is a spring .
To aFree and an Accepted Mason.

The world is in pain
Our secrets to gain,
And still let them wonder and gaze on ;
They ne’er can divine
The word or the sign
Of a Free and an Accepted Mason.

*Tis this and ’tis that,
They cannot tell what,
Nor why the great men of the nation,
. Should aprons put on,
And make themselves one
With a Free and an Accepted Mason.

Great Kings, Dukes and Lords,
Have laid by their swords,

Qur myst’ry to put a good grace on,
And ne’er been asham’d :
To hear themselves nam'd’

With a Free and an Accepted Masop.
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Autiquity’s pride

. We have on our side,

To keep up our old reputation ;
There’s nought but what’s good
To be understood

By a Free and an Accepted Mason.

‘We’re true and sincere,
And just to the Fair;
‘They’ll trust us on ‘any ocoasion ;
No mortal can more,
The ladies adore,
‘Than a Free and an Aecepted Mason.

Then join,l;zfnd'-_in hand

By each brother firm stand, .
Let’s be merry and put a bright face on «

What mortal can boast ‘

Sonoble'a toast -~
As a Free and an Accepted Mason.

oHoRUS. (" Three times three.)

No mortal can boast
e
So noble a toast - .
As a Free and an Accepted Mason, -

s
H

SONG XIV.

ADIEU ! a heart-warm, fond adien! "’
Dear brothers of the mystic tie !

Ye favored, enlightened few,
Companions of my social joy ¢

Tho’ I to foreign lands must hie,
-Pursuing fortune’s slidd’ry ba’,

With melting heart, and brimful eye,
P’ mind you still, tho’ far awa’.
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Oft have I met your social band,
And spent the cheerful, festive night ;
Oft, honour’d with supreme command,
Presiding o’er the sons of light ;
And by that Aleroglyphic bright,
Which none but craftsmen ever saw !
Strong mem’ry on my heart shall write
Those happy scenes when far awa’ !

May freedom, harmony, and love,
Unite yéu in the grand design,
Beneath the Omniscient Eye above,
The glorious Apchitect divine !
That you may keep th’ unerring line,
Still rising by the plummgt’s law,
Till order bright completely shine,
Shall be my prayer when far awa’,

And you farewell! whose merits claim,
Justly that highest badge to wear !
Heav’n bless your honour'd, noble name,
T'o Masonry and Scotia dear ! '
A last request permit me here,
When yearly ye assemble a’,
One round, I ask it with a tear,
To him, the Friend that’s far awa’.

And you, kind hearted Sisters, fair,

1 sing farewell to all your charm !
Th? impression of your pleasing air,,

With rapture oft my heart did warm :
Alas ! the social winter’s night

No more returns, while breath we draw,
Till Sisters, Brothers, all unite,

In that Grand Lodge, that’s far awa’.

———

"SONG XYV.
ROYAL ARCH.

WHEN Orient Wisdom beam’d serene,
And pillar’d strength arose—

When beauty ting’d the glowing scene,
And faith her mansion chose—

Exulting bands the fabric view'd ;
Mysterious powers ador’d ;

And high the Tripple Union stood,
That gave the Mystic Word.
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Pale envy wither’d at the sight,
And frowning o’er the pile,

Call’d Murder up from realms of night,
To blast the glorious toil.

With ruffian outrage join’d in woe
They form the league abhorr’d ;

And wounded science felt the blow,
That crush’d the Mystic Word.

. Concealment, from sequester’d cave,

On sable pinions flew;

And o’er the sacrilegious grave,
Her veil imperious threw.

Th’ associate band in solemn state,
The awful lose deplor'd ;

And Wisdom mourn’d the ruthless fate,
That whelm’d the Mystic Word.

At length, through time’s expanded sphere
Fair science speeds her way ;
And warm’d by truth’s refulgence clear,

Reflects the kindred ray—

4 second fabric’s tow’ring height,
Proclaim’s the sign restor’d;

From whose foundation brought to light,
Is drawn the Mystic Word.

To depths obscure, the favor’d Trine,
A dreary course engage—
*Till thro’ the Arch the ray divine
Tllumes the sacred page !
From the wide wonders of this blaze,
Our ancient sign’s restor’d ;
The Royal Arch alone displays, -
The long lost Mystic Word. '
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" S8ONG XVIL

MOST EXCRLLLENT MASTER’S SONG.~— BY BROTHER T. S. WEBB.

[ T'o be sung when one is received into that degree.)

ALL hail to the morning
That bids us rejoice ;
The temple’s completed,

Exalt high each voice ;

- The cape-stone is finish’d,

Qur labour is o’er; .
The sound of the gavel -
Shall hail us no more.
To the Power Almighty, who ever has guided, -
The tribes of old Israel, exalting their fame ;
To him who hath govern’d our hearts undividec
Let’s send forth our voices, to praise his great -

Companions assemble
On this joyful day,
Th’ occasion is glorious,
The key-stone to lay ;
Fulfill’d is the promise,
By the AxcierT or Dars,
To bring forth the cape.stone,
‘With shouting and praise.
There’s no more occasion for level or plumb.lige,
‘For trowel or gavel, for compass or square ;
Our works are completed, the ark safely seated,
And we shall be greeted as workmen most rare.

Now those that are worthy,
Our toils that have shar’d
And prov’d themselves faitful,
Shall meet their reward.
Their virtue and knowledge,
Industry and skill, .
Have our approbation,
Have gain’d our good will,
We atcept and receive them most excellent masters,
Invested with honors, and power to preside :
Amongst worthy craftsmen, whenever assembled,
The knowledge of masons to spread far and wide.
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., ' dimieaTr Jemovam,
+ . Descend now, and fill, .
» Thislodge wigh diy-glory;
Qur hearts with good will !
Preside at our meetings,
Assist us to find
True pleasure in teaching,
Good will to mankind.
Thy wisdom inspired the great institution,
Thy strength shall support it, till nature expire ;
And when the creation shall fall into ruin,
Its beauty shall rise, through the midst of the fire !
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. APPENDIX,

T'he following Rules and Regulations having been omin-
ted in the first edition of the Constitutions and By-
Laws, are now added to the Second Edition.

FUNDAMENTAL RULES.

SUBORDINATE Lodges only possess the power,
but it is their duty to.take cognizance of brethren
within their vicinities (not being members of any Lodge
subordinate to the Grand Lodge of Kentucky,) and to sus-
pend or expel from the privileges of the order, any bro-
ther who shall be found guilty of unmasonic behaviour—
subject however, to an appeal to the Grand Lodge. .

Vide proceedings Grand Lodge, March 5809.

‘Where a member has been suspended from the benefits
of Masonry, unanimity is required to re-instate him.
Vide same, Jdugust 5811.

Any.one member of a lodge has the right to prevent the
admission of a candidate, even after a ballot has been
found unanimous in his favour, prior to the performance
- of the fina] ceremony of initiation.

Vide same, JAugust 5813.

No candidate for initiation can be received in any
Lodge out of the county where he resides, if there is a
regular lodge in his county. .

B2
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~ No petition for initiation, when once presented can be
withdrawn, but with the unanimous consent of the lodge
to which it may have been presented.

* After a candidate is rejected by one lodge, he cannot
knowingly be received by ady other, without the unani-
moys consent of the lodge who rejected him.

 Vide same, December 5818.

AMENDMENTS TO THE BY-LAWS OF THE GRAND LODGE.

Every subordinate Lodge is entitled to three represen-
atives in the grand lodge, and no mere.

‘When either of the officers of a subordinate Lodge
(who are the legal representatives) shall be unable to at-
tend, his place may be supplied by the appuintment of a
delegate

. Upon the attendance of one or more of the legal repre-
sentatives, and one or more delegates, those delegates
*first mamed in the return shall be associated with the
legil representative or representatives to make up the de-

ficit.
* Vide proceedings Grand Lodge, JAugust 5812.

"Past Grand Officers collectively ‘are entitled to one
‘vote, ‘and Past ‘Masters collectively to one vote, in Grand )
Lodge.

_ Vide same, September 5814,

¢ (Grand 4Anpusl eommumcatmn 1o be he]d -on the’ hd
Mottty fin August, ’
j Ville same, September 5818,
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1. The office of assistant Grand Secretary is establish-
ed. :

2. The assistant Grand Secrefary to be appointed by‘

the Grand Secretary, by and with the advice and consent

of the Grand Lodge.
: . Vide same, August 5817.

EEE——

BY-LAWS for the government of the Grand Royal Arch

Chapter of Kentucky, adopted by the Grand Chapter
at Frankfort, on the 24th January, 4. D. 1818—4.
L. 5818—F. D. 2349.

ArticLe L.—OFrFICERS AND MEMBERS.

Sec. 4. This Grand Chapter shall consist of a Grand
High Priest, a Deputy Grand High Priest, Grand
King, Grand Scribe, Grand Secretary, Grand Treasurer,
Grand Chaplain and Grand Marshal; and likewise of
the High Priests, Kings and Scribes for the times being
of the several chapters, over which they shall respectively
preside ; and of the Past Grand and Deputy Grand High
Priests, Kings and Scribes of the said Grand Chapter,
who shall be the only members and voters of the sald
Grand Chapter.

Sec. 2. No Grand .Gha,pter shall be opened or holden,
unless there shall be present a representation of* at least
three subordinate chapters, either in person or by proxy.

- Sec. 8. The Officers of this Grand Chapter shall be
chosen at the stated meetings by ballot.

Sec. 4. The stated meetings of the Grand Chapter shall

-

be as follows: The first meeting to be held on the 3d °

"Tuesday in May next, at the Shelbyville Masonic Hall ;
afterwards on the Tuesday succeeding the first Monday in
January in every year, at Frankfort, until the several sub-
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ordimate Chapters shall be notified that the Grand Ma.
sonic Hall at Lexington is in sufficient readiness to re-
cewve the Grand Cbapter; after which, the meeting shall
be held at said ‘Grand Hall on the first Monday in Sep-

tember in every year; and this section shall not be alter- .

ed but by the concurrence of a majority of all the subor-
dinate Chapters, voting for that purpose by Chapters.

Sec. 5. All questions which may arise, shall be deter-
mined my a majority of votes, exceptas is herein provid-
ed ; and when they are equally divided, the Grand High
Priest presiding, shall give the casting vote.

ArTicLE IL.—OF FEeEs AND CONTRIBUTIONS.

Sec. 1. The fee for a warrant to constitute a new Chap-
ter, shall be ninety dollars,which shall be paid in advance.
Sec. 2. The fee for a warrant to hold a Lodge of

Mark Master Masons, shall be twenty dollars, vsluch~

shall be paid before the warrant is issued.

Sec. 3. Edch subordinate Chapter, shall pay to the
Grand ‘Treasurer at each stated meeting, the following

sums : i. e. three dollars for every exaltation in the Chap-
ter; one dollar for every companion admitted into the
Chapter since the preceding stated meeting ; and one dol-
lar for every member belonging to the chapter, commen-
cing said payments at the next stated meeting.

Sec. 4. Every subordinate chapter shall report to the

Grand Chapter at each stated meeting, the names of the
officers and members thereof, noting the number and date
" of admissions. exaltations, rejections, suspensions, expul-
sions, demissions and deaths since the last rewrn, and
such other matter as they may think proper.

Sec. 5. All applications for the exaltation or advance.
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ment of candidates in any Chapter or Lodge, shall lie o-
ver at least one stated meeting for consideration.

Sec. 6. Kvery independent Mark Master’s Ledge, un-
der the jurisdiction of.tbis Grand Chapter, shall make a
return to each stated meeting addressed to the Grand
Secretary, containing a list of the officers, members, ad-
missions, rejections, suspensions, expulsions, demissions
and deaths, and such other matter as they may think pro-
per, aund shall not confer the degree of a Mark Master
for aless sum than five dollars ; and for every one they
may advance to this degree, they shall pay one dollar to’
the Grand Treasurer.

Sec. 7. No monies shall be paid by the Grand Trea-
surer, except on the order of the Grand High Priest, or
officer, presiding.

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the Grand Treasurer to
receive all manies, and at the stated meetings to exhibit
his accounts of receipts and dlsbmsements, to.a commit--
tee to be. appointed for that purpose,. wlich committee
shall report the state of the same, to the Grand Chapter.

Sec. 9.” It shall be the duty df the'Grand Secretary, to
cause to be printed the returns from the several subordi-
nate Chapters and Lodges ; an abstract of the proceedings
of each communication of the Grand Chapter,’ and shall '
forward copies of -the same to the Secretaries of the se-
veral Grand Chapters of the United States ;.to the Secre-
tary of the general Grand Chapter, and of the' several
Chapters under the jurisdiction of this. Grand Chapter.

Sec. 10. The Grand Secretary shall be allowed the
following sums for his services: For every charter writ-
ten on parchment, five dollars; for every dispensation,
two dollars fifty cents, to be paid by the applicants. He
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shall receive for his other services such sums as the Grand
Chapter may deem reasonable. '

Sec. 11. A Stewart and Tyler shall be appointed at
each stated meeting, ‘who shall receive such compensation
for their services as the Grand Chapter may deem reasona-
ble.

Sec. 12. Any Ohapters under the jurisdiction of this
Grand Chapter, that shall fail to assemble and work for
the space of twelve months, or that shall fail to be repre-
sented at the stated meetings of the Grand Chapter, ci-
ther by their own immediate representatives, or their prox-
ies, for two stated meetings in succession ; or shall fail
for the same length of time to discharge all duties to the

Grand Chapter, such chapter shall forfeit its Charter, to--

gether with all its jewels, furniture and effects of every
description, to the disposal of the Grand Chapter.

. Sec. 13. Whenever itshall so happen that.at a regular
meeting of this Grand Chapter, there shall not be present
the Grand High Priest, Deputy Grand High Priest,
Grand King ‘or Grand Scribe, the oldest High Priest
" shall take the chair-and preside as the High Priest at
such meeting.

Sec. 14. Alterations, amendments, or additions may
be made to these by-laws at any stated meeting of the
Grand Chapter, a majority of all the Chapters under this
jurisdiction concurring therein, voting for this purpose by
Ghapter ; and in case of equal division, the Grand Coun-
cil collectively, shall give the casting vote, except on a
proposition to remove the place of the meeting of thxs
Grand Chapter.

L
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